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Most kindergartens exist in suburban isolation, requiring a
bus-trip to get to many of the places that are within a few
minutes walk of the central city. Emily Place is a quiet,
pedestrian-friendly niche, but it is close to museums, parks,
galleries, the sea, workplaces, and many other learning
opportunities.



EXISTING SITE PROPOSED OFFICE DEVELOPMENT KINDERGARTEN SHARED CIRCULATION
Split level between Emily Place Leaving open public space Cuts through office building Allows access to office tenancies

and Anzac Ave at 3rd Floor level and kindergarten, and passage
through site.
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ELEVATED BLOCK EXISTING FROM EMILY PLACE EXISTING FROM ANZAC AVE
Kindergarten is elevated above Emily Place
and space below is used for cycle parking
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EMILY PLACE KINDERGARTEN

I had an accident. | did it on purpose *

Auckland will densify, but Aucklanders are skeptical that quality of
life can be maintained in a dense city. Proliferation of poorquality
city apartments has reinforced this skepticism. It is not enough to
simply pack in more living quarters. For a viable, denser city, the
whole range of urban and suburban programmes need to be
reconsidered — the Ministry of Education, for example, has
recently begun planning for an urban school in the central city.

Kindergartens in New Zealand are a suburban typology, typically
following the domestic pattern of house, verandah, and yard.

Children learn to learn through play. Play is experimental and provi-
sional engagement with other people, places, or things. Friedrich
Frobel, the instigator of the kindergarten movement, prescribed a
series of tactile exercises aimed to help children develop spatial
skills by slowing down perception.

Emily Place Kindergarten is not a passive territory to be explored,
but a dynamic system in which children participate. It is a space
that children can affect; a medium for their developing sense of the
world and their place in it.

* text marked is from the collection curated by preschoolgems on twitter.com



