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Preface 

 

This thesis has been prepared at School of Engineering, Computer and Mathematical 

Sciences, Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand to fulfil the requirements 

for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). The work has been carried out during the 

period from July 2016 to September 2020 under the supervision of Prof. Tek Tjing Lie, 

Dr. Ramon Zamora and Associate Prof. Nirmal Nair.   

The thesis aimed at obtaining the maximum asset utilization in the overhead transmission 

and the low voltage distribution networks. The research work carried out in this thesis is 

divided in two parts to consider assets in the transmission and distribution networks. The 

first part of the thesis deals with overhead transmission lines while the second part is 

related to distribution transformers. The work carried out in both parts is mentioned in 

the form of published manuscripts. The link between the work presented in each 

manuscript and its relevance to the main idea of the thesis is explicitly mentioned at the 

beginning of each chapter. Each chapter furthermore is dedicated to describing the work 

presented in the published manuscripts. 
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Abstract 

 

The growing trend towards renewable energy and e-mobility is behind the congestion in 

the overhead transmission and low voltage distribution networks. An effective approach 

towards minimizing the congestion in both networks is to operate the assets to their 

maximum but optimal utilization. An excessive but reliable electricity flow can minimize 

congestion, avoid load shedding and maintain reliability in the electricity network.  

In the transmission network, congestion across overhead transmission lines is obtained 

when loading them at their maximum rating, calculated under the assumed and worst 

weather conditions, thus resulting in bottlenecks and ultimately the limited line flows. 

The congestion in the distribution network is seen across distribution transformers, 

mainly in result of growing electric vehicles (EVs) charging load. Distribution 

transformers when rated under the worst weather conditions may exhibit underutilised 

loading capacity towards fulfilling  the loading demand from EVs. 

Asset management in both networks moreover requires the ability of existing assets to 

transfer the required electricity flow at the minimum cost while attaining the maximum 

life by operating them to their maximum optimal physical limit. The concept of 

ómaximum optimal asset utilizationô is related to operating the existing assets to their 

maximum but efficient loading capacity to maintain reliability and security with obtaining 

the minimized congestion and extended asset lifetime. It further assures that the asset 

operation complies with the design standards as well as addresses both electrical and 

thermal constraints. 

This thesis thus provides ómaximum optimal asset utilizationô solution to transmission 

and distribution system operators to manage the asset loading in order to obtain 

maximum, reliable and efficient capacity utilization. The scope of the thesis is 

furthermore divided in two parts, where, the first part deals with maximum utilization of 

overhead transmission lines (OHLs) in the high voltage (HV) transmission network. To 

obtain the maximum optimal loading across OHLs, the hot-spots were identified with the 

help of the proposed technique to achieve the reliable line loading.   

The second part concentrates on obtaining the maximum capacity utilization across 

distribution transformers in the low voltage (LV) distribution network. The results 

indicated that the test DT achieved 25.9% more life with proposed technique under 

coordinated BEV charging and 51% more life under uncoordinated BEV charging.  
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Chapter 1 

 
1.1 Background 

 

Complex and rapidly growing advancements in generation, transmission and distribution 

of electricity are changing the way assets are managed. Asset management is necessary 

to control and manage both direct and inverse power flows from assets with generation 

and consumption capability. The asset management responsible for transmission and 

distribution of electricity needs to consider the requirements from both the utility and 

from the consumerôs sides. The unpredictable nature of weather-influenced changes in 

generation, transmission and distribution of electricity are raising concerns for asset 

managers to operate and manage their assets in order to obtain reliable and efficient flow 

of electricity. A cost-effective, optimum and reliable electricity flow can be obtained 

under maximum capacity utilization of transmission and distribution assets. Additionally, 

rising electricity demand from distributed energy resources (DERs), deferral in the 

upgrading of transmission and distribution network assets and growing integration of 

electric vehicles (EVs) are some major reasons behind operating the assets to their full 

capacity. By doing so, congestion is removed and reliability is maintained. 

Asset management covers a wide cluster of asset analysis, asset planning and asset 

management. In result of excess renewable energy, e-mobility, digitalization, deregulated 

electricity market and rising socio-economic challenges have forced transmission and 

distribution system operators towards the requirement of efficient asset management. 

From this perspective, utilities need techniques, which can bring optimal asset life cycling 

while allowing assets to their maximum capacity utilization. Overhead transmission lines 

in regions of excess renewable energy may face congestion as most of them are not 

designed to transmit excess electricity that is beyond their design limits. Construction of 

new overhead lines or replacement of existing lines with high temperature-high current 

carrying overhead lines are financially and socio-economically infeasible options. In 

order to avoid congestion and allow renewable energy in the transmission network, the 

techniques feasible from technical, financial, and socio-economic perspectives, like 

dynamic line ratings have to be implemented. Dynamic line ratings can be beneficial due 

to their linear relationship with wind energy. Hence, the larger the wind speed, the more 

electricity can be transmitted under higher conductor cooling. In result, an efficient asset 

management is possible to benefit both utilities and consumers.  
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As dynamic line ratings depend on unpredictable weather, an instantaneous variation in 

line ratings can thus cause changing line flows. For reliable, manageable and controllable 

electricity flows, line ratings can be classified in short-term and long-term loading 

conditions. Under short-term or emergency loading, a line may be allowed to transfer 

additional electricity provided it does not violate the safety margins. Similarly, under 

long-term loading, a line is allowed to transmit excess electricity until it reaches the 

allowable temperature limit to avoid violation in ground clearance limit . Furthermore, 

dynamic line rating under long-term loading cannot be considered as a feasible appraoch 

as it may jeopardize the physical limits, particularly of old overhead lines. As, dynamic 

line rating is weather dependent, the ambient parameters like ambient temperature, wind 

speed, wind direction (to the axis of conductor) and solar radiations may affect the line 

ratings, which can then differ from the design limits. The design limits of overhead lines 

are moreover based on considering the worst ambient situations, which involve the 

highest ambient temperature, the lowest wind speed and the highest solar radiation in the 

geographical location of an overhead line. The current carrying line limits are calculated 

by taking the ratio between actual current and maximum line current. Actual current 

represents the amount of current based on actual line loading, whereas, maximum line 

current represents the amount of current at fixed maximum line temperature (for instance, 

80°C) and actual or worst weather conditions (depending on the type of limits to be 

implemented, i.e. dynamic or static). Mathematically, the higher the maximum current, 

the lesser the line loading becomes and vice versa.  At fixed physical dimensions, the 

actual weather conditions improves the maximum line current limit in comparison to the 

worst weather conditions, further, resulting in two conclusions, 1) increased capacity 

margin and 2) sag within limits towards allowing an excess electricity flow, hence 

minimizing the congestion. Additionally, under the dynamic loading state, the usage of 

actual weather conditions can also decrease the rate of change of line temperature, 

resulting in additional time for the system operator and higher line flows for a longer time 

under the nominal sag and temperature limits.  

The overhead line is modelled as a pi-equivalent circuit, where line inductance and 

capacitance contribute to voltage changes, while resistance influences line temperature. 

Across medium and long lines, capacitance effect cannot be disregarded towards 

influencing the line voltage. Similarly, across short lines, resistance based voltage drop is 

negligible but temperature dependent voltage drop can be significant. Besides, in short 

lines, due to linear relation between line resistance and power losses, joule effect is found 
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substantial. The mutual coupling between lineôs electrical and thermal parameters is 

known as electro-thermal effect and is investigated in [1]-[5]. This impedance control 

based technique can be used to reduce congestion in the transmission network. 

Additionally, line impedance contributes towards affecting the power transfer capability 

of a transmission line, i.e., lower impedance leads to higher power transfer capability and 

vice versa as referred in [6] and [7]. 

When an overhead line passes through various geographical regions, a number of line 

spans face diverse weather conditions, which may cause uneven line sag. Therefore, to 

derive reliable line loading, dynamic line rating must be calculated across each line span 

during each loading interval. This will result in allowable loading range and permissible 

line sag. The calculated results will then help in identifying the critical line spans or spans 

responsible to determine the loading for the entire line. It is important to mention that 

critical span is space and time dependent, meaning that a critical span or set of critical 

spans change with location and time and varies in numbers as well. Refs. [8] and [9] have 

investigated the optimal number and placement of sensors required to monitor line sag 

across critical spans under dynamic line loading. The studies in [10]-[12] have carried out 

critical span identification without examining the line terrain conditions. Additionally, in 

[10]-[14], static weather conditions were considered across every line span in the test 

overhead lines. The spans violating the ground clearance or spans with highest line sag at 

uniform line loading were taken as critical spans.  

Thermal rating associated with dynamic weather conditions can also improve the loading 

capacity of the distribution transformers. In line with that, this thesis also investigated 

dynamic thermal rating across distribution transformers. Based on the concept of dynamic 

ratings, weather-cooling impact can alleviate thermal stress, leading to increased 

transformer loading across distribution transformer. On contrary, weather-heating impact 

can increase thermal stress, leading to reduced transformer loading to maintain life and 

limit voltage drops. The growing demand in electric vehicles is a major reason towards 

increased loading across distribution transformers.  

To investigate the impact of EV loading, a number of charging scenarios were evaluated 

in the thesis. The obtained results indicated a huge influence on life of distribution 

transformer, where, transformer loading in result of simultaneous charging demand from 

each residential house during peak hours was found as a worst-case scenario. For 

longevity, simultaneous EV charging is not recommended across distribution 

transformers, particularity during peak loading hours. Besides, the impact on loss of life, 
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the excess EV loading may also cause severe voltage drop. As, EV loading is transient in 

nature; winding and oil temperature inside a distribution transformer may vary cyclically 

and non-cyclically and are furthermore addressed in the thesis. 

In addition to exploiting the dynamic thermal ratings, the potential of battery energy 

storage system and demand response technique is also considered in this thesis under 

simulation based experiments. Besides, reduced loading across distribution transformer, 

BESS installation in a LV network can also bring a significant reduction in the unit cost, 

for instance by around 16.7% per house/day as proved in a case study demonstrated in 

[15]. Additional benefits a BESS can provide are peak load reduction in the MV/LV 

substation [16], reinforcement deferral of a 10 kV cable in the distribution network [17] 

and contribution towards balanced voltage, which is furthermore affected by distributed 

generators (DGs) [18]. 

Demand response (DR) is a load controlling technique, aimed at regulating the energy 

consumption in the distribution network. In the demand response technique, the load 

demand is controlled across controllable appliances and is incentivised to limit  electricity 

usage at times of high retail price or during the congestion in the network. Under DR, the 

consumption pattern is modified to accommodate time based load demand. A significant 

work is carried out in the domain of demand response, which is limited to analysing the 

scope of DR without considering the potential of dynamic ratings. This thesis thereby 

contributes in bridging the gap between demand response and dynamic thermal ratings in 

the distribution network. The work is carried out to obtain maximum utilization across 

the distribution transformer without investing into battery energy storage system as 

analysed in the previous chapter.    

In result of increased congestion, particularly during peak hours, [19] has investigated 

peak load shaving through vehicle to house energy transfer to avoid overloading in the 

distribution network. A similar work is carried out in [20], where, demand side 

management is implemented through distributed energy storage system technique. 

Furthermore, to reduce loading impact and avoid loss of life across distribution 

transformers, the application of demand response is carried out in [21]-[24]. In [25], a 

similar approach is carried out with the help of particle swam optimization technique to 

reduce EV charging impact. Dynamic unit pricing or time of use (ToU) based pricing 

techniques when implemented with demand response can minimize the electricity cost 

for residential, commercial and industrial consumers. The work is moreover implemented 

in [26]-[28]. 
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A growing trend towards battery electric vehicles (BEVs) usage imposes an additional 

loading on distribution transformers that need to be addressed through smart load 

reduction techniques, like demand response. To this end, the studies carried out in [29]-

[31] have implemented BEV load management techniques to reduce loading stress across 

distribution transformers in the low voltage distribution network. 

 

1.2    Thesis Outline  

 

This PhD thesis is about obtaining the maximum capacity utilization across transmission 

line and maximum capacity utilization across distribution transformer under dynamic 

weather. The weather influence can be categorized into two types (detailed explanation 

is provided in óManuscript-1ô): 1) weather influencing the electrical and thermal 

characteristics of the assets, and 2) weather influencing the power flow in the network 

before and after the contingencies. The work reported in this thesis is based on asset 

handling under component and system modelling, where it is considered that the ambient 

impact on transmission line and distribution transformer can delay the costly upgrading 

and asset replacement needs.  

Maximum utilization of overhead lines is based on thermal loadability that further relies 

on weather conditions and the span topography; the issues addressed in óManuscript-1ô 

and óManuscript-2.ô In óManuscript-1,ô it is found that favourable weather conditions 

improve the power transfer capability of overhead lines based on the technique, widely 

known as the dynamic thermal rating (DTR). An excess electricity transfer based on DTR 

technique mainly relies on weather conditions, physical dimensions of the conductor, and 

on coordination between electrical and thermal loading states, thereby resulting in 

minimized congestion in the overhead transmission network under favorable weather 

conditions.  

Contrary to overhead lines rated under dynamic weather conditions, the overhead lines 

rated under static weather conditions have limited power transfer capacity to avoid 

congestion and line overloading. Rating and operating them under actual weather and 

loading conditions with electro-thermally coupled parameters can significantly increase 

line loadability. The lack of coordination between electrical and thermal parameters is 

also proved to reduce power transfer limit of overhead lines due to a fixed line resistance 
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calculated under maximum line temperature, in contrast to temperature dependent line 

resistance calculated under dynamically varying actual line temperatures.  

óManuscript-1ô further shows that favourable weather conditions can increase thermal 

loadability limit of an overhead line (OHL) through reduced line resistance that in turn 

increases the power transfer limit under electro-thermally coordinated (ETC) line rating 

technique. Contrary to that, due to lack of coordination between electrical and thermal 

loading parameters, for instance in the DTR technique, an efficient and optimal line 

loading is not obtained or in other words, it lacks in benefiting from the favourable 

weather conditions. In this manuscript, ETC line rating technique is applied across an 

OHL passing through an extensive geographical area with exposure to multiple weather 

conditions. In addition, the results from the presented technique are compared to those 

obtained under conventional line rating techniques under static and dynamic weather 

conditions.  

Due to multiple weather conditions across an entire route of the test OHL, each line span  

faces these different weather conditions. Hence, spans with worst ambient conditions 

(lowest wind speed, highest ambient temperature and highest solar radiation) have the 

lowest thermal and current loadabilities in terms of electricity transmission and are 

moreover named as critical spans or hot-spots. Spans of overhead lines passing through 

multiple geographical regions and over varying terrains mainly face diverse weather 

conditions and thus need to be monitored to obtain reliable estimates of line loadability. 

Amongst such spans, the line spans facing the worst weather and being the longest in 

length possess lower thermal loadability than the rest of the line spans and thus restrict 

the line flow and are therefore known as critical spans or the bottlenecks. Identifying 

critical spans is important in allowing utility providers to monitor their overhead 

transmission network spanning over large geographical regions. The technique to identify 

spans exhibiting the minimum thermal loadability, further known as ñcritical span 

identification technique,ò is presented in óManuscript-2.ô  

óManuscript-2ô focuses on identifying the critical spans through a developed critical spans 

identification technique. The technique helps towards identifying these bottlenecks in the 

overhead transmission network to obtain an optimal power transfer by utilizing the 

maximum capacity utilization under sag limits. The technique further determines the 

optimal number and placement of sensors across the entire test OHL, dividing the line 

into non-uniform segments, each carrying multiple length spans passing through flat and 

non-flat terrains. The resulting critical spans determine the line loadability that can 
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effectively relieve congestion from the transmission network, based on allowable vertical 

clearance from the ground. 

In óManuscript-2,ô line temperature and sag across critical spans identified under the 

proposed technique are validated with conventional technique, that further proves the 

computational efficiency of the proposed technique versus the conventional technique. 

The active power flow, AC resistance, bus voltage magnitude and line temperature are 

calculated across identified critical spans with the help of the newly developed weather-

integrated power flow tool from óManuscript-1.ô Based on the obtained results, the line 

flow under real weather conditions has shown an improved line capacity capable of 

mitigating the line congestion and avoiding the load shed while maintaining the line 

temperature, sag across the most critical span within the maximum allowable temperature 

(MAT), and sag limits. 

Like overhead lines, thermal capacity of distribution transformer changes under ambient 

conditions. Ambient temperature is considered an important weather element towards 

affecting the thermal loadability, winding and oil temperatures in the distribution 

transformer. These issues are moreover addressed in óManuscript-3ô that considers 

thermal and electrical loadings across a 200-kVA distribution transformer (DT) referred 

as a test distribution transformer. The test DT is loaded under a combined residential and 

battery electric vehicle (BEV) load. To counteract DT loading beyond the nominal rating, 

the test DT is connected to the battery energy storage system (BESS). The objective is to 

obtain maximum capacity utilization of the test DT under multiple BEV charging 

scenarios and to find the loading impact on the voltage profile across each consumer 

service point and across DT insulation. The technique is proposed under weather 

optimized battery storage integration and is thus termed as dynamic rating operated DT 

(DRoDT) integration with BESS. The proposed technique is based on providing the 

benefits, like active power support to flatten the load spikes, reactive power support to 

boost voltage, maximum efficiency and reduced ageing across the test DT.  

In óManuscript-4ô, an alternate technique is introduced to avoid capital and operational 

costs associated with BESS with obtaining the same benefits. The proposed technique 

involves the application of demand response and smart BEV charging techniques to 

achieve objectives identical to that obtained under DRoDT-BESS integration in 

óManuscript-3.ô The manuscript deals with controlling the residential and BEV loading 

to provide flexibility to the distribution system operators (DSOs) in terms of effective DT 



8 

 

 
 

 

loading. Both techniques are moreover found with providing an optimal DT loading and 

the regulated voltage across each end-user. 

In this thesis, the main goal of asset management in the HV transmission network is to 

enable and operate the overhead line at maximum capacity utilization to benefit 

transmission system operator (TSO). The overhead transmission line operating under 132 

kV is investigated as the subject asset in the overhead transmission network. The subject 

transmission asset is further referred as the test OHL. The test OHL is considered passing 

through a large geographical area with diverse weather conditions. Each span of the test 

OHL is considered to face different time and space-based conditions. The time dependent 

conditions are weather based, whereas the space dependent conditions are span 

topography based. The influence of both conditions can be seen in impacting the electrical 

and thermal states across each span of the OHL. This extensive variation in electrical and 

thermal states between each line span has the potential of impacting systemôs reliability 

based on line loading and may subsequently result in line outage. To avoid the line outage, 

electrical and thermal loading states across selective spans are considered to represent the 

reliable loading states for the entire test OHL. The selective spans are referred as critical 

spans and are also known as óhot-spotsô or the óbottlenecks.ô The entire óManuscript-2ô is 

dedicated to finding the location, number, sag and corresponding electrical and thermal 

loading states across each identified critical span. The span-based electrical and thermal 

loading states are then used to determine the span sagging levels for the entire loading 

duration across the test OHL. The critical spans are the line spans with minimum thermal 

loadability and contribute to limiting the power flow passing through an OHL. Finding 

the critical spans is important when determining the optimal and reliable power flow with 

no violation in sag and temperature limits. The knowledge of critical spans is of utmost 

importance before loading the OHL. The OHL loaded before the identified critical spans 

can face two issues, 1) sag limit violation across the span with minimum thermal 

loadability, and 2) voltage limit violations across the span with the highest resistance. 

The test OHL is loaded to reach the maximum thermal capacity close to the thermal 

equilibrium, a state in which the line temperature stops changing over the loading interval. 

Thermal equilibrium of any OHL depends upon the surrounding weather conditions and 

the difference between heat gained and heat lost in the OHL. A term known as heat 

balance equation (HBE) is used to represent the equilibrium state across any OHL. 

Depending upon the cross-sectional area, a variation can be found in a line reaching its 

thermal equilibrium state within a certain amount of time or not. Thermal inertia of any 
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OHL determines the time an OHL can take to reach the thermal equilibrium state. The 

entire óManuscript-1ô is dedicated to determining the resistance, voltage, line flow, 

electrical and thermal loading states across the test OHL before and after the 

contingencies under the presence of identified critical spans from óManuscript-2.ô  

The test OHL is loaded under static and dynamic weather conditions to find the static and 

dynamic thermal limit or thermal line ratings, represented as static thermal limit or static 

thermal line rating (STLR) and dynamic thermal limit or dynamic thermal line rating 

(DTLR). The test OHL is investigated under non-steady system state. Under the non-

steady system state, both weather and line loading conditions are considered as time-

variant. Due to volatility associated with weather and loading conditions, the temperature 

dependent AC resistance across the critical spans along thermal inertia is used in finding 

the line flow and the per-unit voltage. These parameters further decide the test OHLôs 

electrical and thermal loadabilities for reliable electricity transfer during each loading 

interval. During their absence, the calculated line flow wil l be lower than the actual line 

capacity, hence unable to address the line congestion and load shedding. 

The main goal of asset management in the LV distribution network as carried out in this 

thesis was to enable and operate the distribution transformer (DT) under maximum 

capacity utilization to benefit both distribution network operators (DNOs) and the 

consumers. To achieve this, the test DT was connected to a stationary centralized battery 

energy storage system (BESS) and was operated under dynamic electrical and thermal 

loading states. DT loading was divided into electrical and thermal loadings. Electrical 

loading was observed under residential and BEV charging loads, besides in case when 

DT was connected to BESS, charging of BESS was considered as separate loading across 

test DT. Thermal loading was observed in result of electrical loading combined with 

effect of ambient temperature. The maximum capacity utilization enabled test DT to 

supply an uninterrupted electricity while operating at maximum efficiency and exposed 

to minimum loss of life (LoL). The care was taken to decide the appropriate size selection 

of the BESS, suitable for the test system in order to achieve the required loading goals 

while operating under optimal charging/discharging range.  

The proposed framework was based on combination of dynamic rating operated 

distribution transformer (DRoDT) with BESS. The test bed was built in Simulink and 

involved single-phase loads across a neighbourhood of 40 households that were 

connected to a 200-kVA DT. The secondary of the test DT was connected to BESS and 

the load points through RL-type XLPE service cable. Each household was considered 
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with residential and BEV loadings, where the segregated residential and BEV charging 

loads were connected to the secondary of the test DT. Results were analysed under 

multiple weather-dependent loading scenarios before and after BESS to examine DT 

operation related to maximum capacity and optimal loading. The entire óManuscript-3ô is 

dedicated to efficient asset management of the distribution transformer. The presence of 

BESS was seen in terms of providing the reactive power support to maintain voltage at 

each load point to the nominal level.  

óManuscript-4ô was based on applying the demand response and smart BEV charging 

techniques on a test system as presented in óMaunscript-3.ô The goal was to investigate 

the potential of demand response and smart BEV charging against BESS implementation 

towards maximum capacity across the test DT. The methodology involved classification 

of residential load in shiftable and non-shiftable. Residential and BEV charging load were 

operated under time of use (ToU) and non-time of use pricing models. Under non-ToU 

pricing model, the unit price was considered constant for the entire day, where electrical 

loading across test DT after shifting the load of shiftable appliances was observed as 

reduced load peaks during the entire loading duration. Under ToU pricing model, unit 

price was based on loading trend, i.e., low unit price during off-peak hours and high unit 

price during peak-hours. The ToU pricing model resulted in shifting of residential and 

BEV charging loads in accordance to the unit pricing. Under this scenario, the load 

shifting across shiftable appliances in the entire neighbourhood was carried out during 

peak-hours due to involvement of the high unit pricing.  

Similarly, under ToU pricing model, charging across all BEVs was allowed during off-

peak hours, an approach similar to the coordinated BEV charging, which is discussed in 

óManuscript-3.ô The work presented in óManuscript-4ô can be considered an extension to 

óManuscript-3ô, where an algorithm was designed to bring voltage across each household 

within limits by applying the demand response technique in contrary to BESS. The same 

electric vehicle charging scenarios were analysed in the identical test network with 

exception of controlling the base load through a machine learning based approach. The 

base load controlling was carried out in the form of categorising them as shiftable and 

non-shiftable loads 
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1.3 Thesis Contribution  

 

The work presented in this thesis contributes towards obtaining the maximum asset 

utilization in high and low voltage electricity networks. Underutilization and 

overutilization of assets are common issues causing congestion, ageing and overloading. 

To contribute scientifically, the work presented in this thesis comprises the techniques in 

improving the asset utilization to obtain maximum capacity, minimum congestion and the 

increased hosting capacity. The entire thesis work is divided in the form of Manuscripts, 

where the work presented in each Manuscript has unique contribution towards obtaining 

the optimal maximum asset utilization in the electricity network.  

óManuscript-1ô and óManuscript-2ô contribute in the aspects of improving the power 

handling capacity of the overhead lines under optimal power transfer. The techniques are 

developed such that the resulting line loading minimizes line congestion, avoids ground 

clearance across thermally limited spans, combines lineôs electrical and thermal 

characteristics for optimal and reliable power transfer through availing the real weather 

conditions.  

óManuscript -3ô and óManuscript-4ô are dedicated towards addressing the capacity limit 

of a distribution transformer when loaded under an excessive BEV charging load. In 

Manuscript-3, dynamic thermal rating is implemented with BESS, whereas in 

Manuscript-4, the application of demand response technique is carried out with dynamic 

thermal rating. The following benefits are furthermore obtained in result of hybrid 

techniques: 

¶ increased hosting capacity in the LV network 

¶ regulated voltage across each household 

¶ maximum efficiency based electrical loading 

¶ minimum ageing based thermal loading 

¶ optimal asset utilization in the LV network 

In addition, óManuscript-3ô is based on obtaining the maximum capacity utilization under 

the proposed technique, which embeds a centralized battery energy storage system with 

dynamic thermal ratings to obtain an effective load sharing strategy. The proposed 

technique in addition to providing the maximum capacity utilization also offer benefits 

like regulated voltage, effective congestion management, minimal loss of life and an 

improved insulation strength of the distribution transformer.  
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In comparison to the approach presented in óMaunscript-3ô, the hybrid technique in 

óManuscript-4ô is aimed at obtaining the identical benefits but without the battery energy 

storage system. Besides, óMauncsript-4ô investigates the potential of utilizing the demand 

response with smart BEV charging technique towards obtaining the benefits like peak 

shaving, reduced thermal and electrical stress across the distribution transformer, 

regulated voltage and efficient transformer loading. The obtained results indicate benefits 

for both distribution system operator and the consumers. 

 

1.3 Manuscripts in One Thesis 

 

This thesis is based on the work presented in the form of Manuscripts. The entire objective 

of this thesis is divided into multiple tasks, where each Manuscript is dedicated to address 

each task. Manuscripts are prepared in order to address the individual problem laying 

under the main theme of the entire PhD project. When combined, the individual work as 

addressed in each Manuscript is considered to represent the entire PhD project. 
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Chapter 2 

 
2.1 Introduction to Manuscript  1 

This Manuscript deals with proposing a technique to increase the power transfer capacity 

of an overhead line by considering the thermally limited line spans. The technique takes 

into account the parameters which are not considered in the conventional IEEE-based 

methods. In the proposed technique, a combined electro-thermal line model under 

weather dependent conditions is presented, resulting in a reliable and efficient power 

transfer, useful to mitigate congestion and avoid any emergency load-shedding. The 

Manuscript also presents the sensitivity analysis to find the correlation between weather 

parameters and the line temperature by examining the impact of each weather parameter 

on degree of changes in the line temperature. The realistic case scenarios are presented to 

find the potential of the overhead line in terms of congestion and load shed management 

under the presence of critical spans. 

The Manuscript is published in the journal of óElectric Power Systems Researchô under 

title: ñNon-steady state electro-thermally coupled weather-dependent power flow 

technique for a geographically-traversed overhead-line capacity improvement.ò Electric 

Power Systems Research 177 (2019): 106017. 

 

2.2 Manuscript  1 

 

Non-Steady State Electro-Thermally Coupled Weather-Dependent Power Flow 

Technique for a Geographically-traversed Overhead-line Capacity Improvement 
 

Saifal Talpur* , T. T. Lie, R. Zamora 

School of Engineering, Computer and Mathematical Sciences, Auckland University of 

Technology, New Zealand 

*Corresponding author email: saifal.talpur@aut.ac.nz 

 

 

Abstract 

Overhead lines rated under conventional line rating techniques have limited power 

transfer capacity to avoid congestion and line overloading. Rating and operating them 

under actual weather and loading conditions with electro-thermally coupled parameters 

can significantly increase line loadability.  As a result, line congestion and overloading 

mailto:saifal.talpur@aut.ac.nz
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can be minimized, thus avoiding load shedding. This paper presents an electro-thermally 

coupled (ETC) line rating technique for an overhead line passing through a large 

geographical area and exposed to multiple weather conditions. The presented technique, 

using a dynamic weather scenario, was found to enable efficient and reliable transfer of 

excess electricity to avoid load shedding. Because the line passed through a large 

geographical area, regions exposed to the worst weather exhibited the lowest thermal and 

current loadability with regard to electricity transmission. This paper therefore focuses on 

these spans to find the line temperature, temperature-dependent line AC resistance, 

branch active power flow and bus voltage magnitude based on time- and space-dependent 

weather conditions in comparison to time- and space-independent weather conditions, 

using the newly developed weather-integrated power flow tool. The paper also addresses 

the sensitivity between weather-dependent line temperature and associated weather 

across critical spans, where weather affecting critical spans is used to determine the line 

temperature.  

 

Keywords: Electro-thermal line rating, line overloading and load-shed management, 

weather-dependent power flow and sensitivity analysis 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
ACSR   Aluminium Conductor Steel Reinforced 

DLR    Dynamic Line Rating technique 

ETC    Electro-Thermally Coupled line rating technique 

ETC-DWLR   Electro-Thermally Coupled Dynamic Weather Line Rating technique 

ETC-SWLR   Electro- Thermally Coupled Static Weather Line Rating technique 

HBE    Heat Balance Equation 

MAT   Maximum Allowable Temperature limit of the overhead line 

NIWA    National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research 

OHL    Overhead Line 

PTL   Power Transfer Limit of the overhead line 

TL   Thermal Limit of the overhead line 

TSO    Transmission System Operator 

NOTATIONS 
I ὸ  Time- and loading-dependent flow of current      ὖ ὸ     /ÈÍÉÃ ÌÏÓÓÅÓ 

Ὕ ὸ  Time- and space-dependent line temperature     ὢ Independent variables (temp. & wind 
speed) 
ὃ Solar absorptivity        ὣ Dependent variable (line temperature) 

Ὧ  Thermal conductivity                          „ Standard deviation of ὢ 

D     Diameter                                                            „ Standard deviation of ὣ 
Ὄ  Altitude from sea level       ὠ ȟ  Correlated partial variance between                                                                                           

Ὑ Reynolds number        wind speed and line temperature 
ὓ   Air density         ὠ ȟ  Correlated partial variance between                                                                                           

Ὑ Reynolds number        ambient and line temperatures 
ὔό  Nusselt number        ” Partial derivative of ὢ 

‐  Emissivity         ” Partial derivative of ὣ 
„ Stephan Boltzmann constant        ὲ Length of input variables      

Ὧ  AC/DC resistance ratio       ὠ  Covariance between ὢ and ὣ variables 
ὅ ὸ  Time- and space-dependent line heating state  ὠ  Total correlated partial variance 

ὅ ὸ   Time- and space-dependent cooling state    Ὓ  Sensitivity index between the weather 

ῳȟ     Heating time constant                 elements and the line temperature 

ῳȟ     Cooling time constant                          Ὕ ȟ     Max. Ref. Temperature at critical span 

Ὕ        Maximum allowable temperature                  Ὕȟ         Conductor Temperature at critical span 

Ὕ        Ambient Temp. at • section                           ά           Conductor mass 

ὠ        Wind speed at • section                         ὅ            Specific heat capacity 

ὗ        Solar rad. at • section                     Ὕ ȟȟ     Cond. Temp. at critical span in heating  

ὖ        Joule heat gain                                  Ὕ ȟȟ     Cond. Temp. at critical span in cooling 

ὖ        Solar heat gain                           ὛὥὫȟ   Sag at critical span 

ὗ        Radiative heat loss                              ὠ            Voltage at critical span 

ὗ        Convective heat loss                                  Ὕ ͺ ȟ  Updated Ref. Temp. at critical span 

Ὕ        Ref. Temp. at • section                        Ὕ ͺ ȟ  Updated Ref. Temp. at critical span 

Ὕ ȟ     Initial Ref. Temp. at critical span              Ὑ ͺ ȟ  Updated Ref. Resist. at critical span 
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1. Introduction  

The rising demand for electricity requires added power transfer through overhead lines, 

which results in thermal problems in transmission lines and may affect their annealing 

characteristics [1]. Therefore, using the electro-thermally coupled (ETC) line rating 

technique for additional power transfer will be useful when considering the overhead line 

(OHL) thermal inertia during line loading. ETC provides flexibility for transmission 

operators when it comes to effectively loading the lines, by considering thermal inertia, 

temperature-dependent line resistance and real-time weather and loading conditions. 

Overhead lines are important utilities assets because of their role in transferring power 

from generation sources to load centres. The power transfer limit of overhead lines is 

usually determined by their critical line temperature (associated with critical spans), 

which determines their thermal limit in transferring electricity. Hence, the power transfer 

limit of any overhead line is correlated with its thermal limit. Transformation of a lineôs 

thermal limit into its power limit or vice versa can be done using the heat balance equation 

(HBE), which is influenced by the line loading and local weather conditions [2].  

Worst-case weather assumptions, coupled with fixed line resistances, ignoring critical 

spans, reduce the power transfer limit of overhead lines, become the main cause of line 

congestion, and reduced power transfer in electricity networks. In contrast, actual weather 

conditions coupled with load-dependent line resistance across critical spans increase the 

power transfer capacity of overhead lines. The increased power transfer limit helps to 

minimize line congestion and avoid load shedding in the network. The added power 

transfer margin in overhead lines can help in dispatching extra energy from fast-

responding and/or cost-effective generators, as well as reducing outages associated with 

time-dependent reserves. 

The dynamic line rating (DLR) technique was initially proposed in [1, 3] and has been 

investigated extensively due to its potential to increase line capacity by avoiding thermal 

overloading [1]. In [4]-[5], weather-dependent line ratings are calculated without 

considering the conductive heating and cooling impact on line resistance, line flows and 

bus voltage magnitude. In [5], the thermal rating of lines is calculated under generic 

weather conditions rather the independently assessed span-based weather conditions 

proposed in this paper. DLR based on thermal and voltage limit considerations is 

investigated in [6], where the authors use fixed terrain and fixed weather conditions 

throughout the line length. From a line operational perspective, the computed line ratings 
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can therefore cause inaccurate sag levels. Additionally, the authors in [6] recommend 

multiple environmental data sets with terrain variability and weather station-based 

locational requirements to achieve the accuracy in line ratings that are investigated in the 

current study.  

An extensive research is carried out in previous years to address congestion in overhead 

lines through utilizing the potential of mutual coupling between electrical and thermal 

elements of an overhead line. The concept of an electro-thermally coupled (ETC) line 

rating technique was first proposed in [7, 8] and the idea was to exploit the benefit of the 

line thermal inertia and thermal time delay in transferring additional electricity through 

the overhead lines to avoid congestion and load-shedding in the electricity network. 

However, these papers did not consider geospatial weather conditions over the line length. 

In the ETC technique, the line temperature and its current carrying capability are coupled 

to create electro-thermal coordination. As a result, the line temperature limit is converted 

into the maximum current carrying limit to obtain the power transfer capability of the 

transmission component [8].  

Some important formulations regarding the ETC technique are also investigated in [9]ï

[11]. For example, the ETC approach as presented in [9] is investigated from a power 

flow perspective by assuming that the weather parameters are time-invariant throughout 

the operation of the line. The simplified model presented, if implemented using actual 

weather scenarios, will affect the line temperature accuracy and line sagging levels. The 

work presented in [10] considers the ETC technique without investigating the complete 

thermal dynamics of the overhead line. This means that the authors in [10] disaggregated 

power flow and time domain simulations; i.e., real weather elements were not 

incorporated in determining the active power flow through the overhead lines, as is done 

in the current study using the weather-based power flow tool. Similarly, [10] investigated 

time- and space-independent weather scenarios with no consideration of critical line 

spans. As overhead lines consist of non-uniform spans and traverse large geographical 

areas with multiple weather conditions, the disaggregation of spatial- and temporal-

dependent weather from the lineôs electrical and thermal behaviors will yield non-reliable 

sagging across critical and noncritical line spans.  

In contrast to [10], the current study presents an ETC technique with sensitivity analysis, 

where the sensitivity analysis is carried out to analyze the most and least sensitive weather 

parameters from the set of weather elements across monitored critical spans. The results 

obtained confirm higher sensitivity between wind speed and thermal line ratings than 
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between ambient temperature and thermal line rating. This paper therefore fills a research 

gap. Critical spans based on spatial- and temporal-dependent weather with minimum 

thermal loadability are considered in order to provide the input weather elements in 

determining the line temperature, line AC resistance and branch active power flow. 

The ETC technique in [11] is considered in steady-state in the absence of thermal inertia. 

Thus, it reduces the scope of line rating implementation in the presence of actual weather 

conditions. To estimate the ETC line rating technique for an overhead line passing 

through a large geographical area, it is necessary to monitor the weather conditions across 

every span of the line. Due to varying weather, terrain and span-length variability, it is 

important to select the spans operating at the highest temperatures, known as critical spans 

[12]. A critical span is not a fixed span; rather it varies with ambient conditions [13]-[14] 

and span topography and can therefore be found in multiple locations at different times 

in an overhead line passing through multiple geographical regions with varying ambient 

data sets. To address the spatial variability in ambient conditions, the entire overhead line 

studied in this paper was monitored to give a reliable estimate of weather-dependent 

critical spans. 

Papers [15]-[17] further explored the ETC line rating technique, where [15, 16] validated 

the electro-thermal line modelling concept experimentally. According to [15], conductor 

heating takes place when current flows through an overhead line and conductor cooling 

takes place when input power as the product of dissipated current and voltage drop 

provides a linear relationship between power and temperature. Findings in [16] proved 

that to get a reliable estimate of the line temperature, system modelling must consider the 

coupling effect between electrical and thermal models of an overhead line. When any 

overhead line is loaded to dispatch excess electricity, reliability becomes of utmost 

importance for the transmission system operators (TSOs). Further, the change in line 

flows and voltage stability due to lineôs thermal inertia and the loading temperature raises 

the reliability concerns for TSOs. Hence, to overcome these issues, authors in [17] have 

proposed a methodology to find reliable supply of electricity under ETC based cable 

emergency rating. Reference [18] has shown that the potential of ETC based line rating 

technique to enhance the reliable line flow besides line physical characteristics is also 

influenced by the time synchronization between weather data and the network load 

demand. However, the work has involved statically varying thermal and voltage 

constraints under steady state operation of an OHL in place of non-steady state based 

dynamically varying constraints. Hence, the applicability of the presented approach 
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cannot be considered feasible under incidents like sudden load changes and temporary 

line outages. 

Due to additional dependence on line series resistance and thermal inertia, weather based 

line rating techniques particularly the ETC technique cannot be optimally utilized until 

the network load conditions are integrated with thermal behaviour of the OHL. Reference 

[19] has addressed this problem on underground cables. However, the work has not 

addressed the impact of load changes on cable charging current that eventually will affect 

the voltage profile. Thermal loading affects power flows that in result causes voltage drop. 

Charging current based voltage variations when added with ETC based cable loading will 

result in voltage stresses which can ultimately affect the voltage stability. To address this 

issue, this paper has presented the integration of network load conditions with thermal 

behaviour of the OHL. The resulting line flow is then used to provide the voltage profile 

across load bus under ETC and non-ETC based thermal line ratings.  

In conjunction with validating the proof of concept from [19], this paper has studied the 

applicability of thermal rating techniques on overhead lines instead of underground 

cables. The techniques are implemented based on network and component modelling 

perspectives, where weather and load dependent line temperature is integrated with load 

flow simulations to find the optimum line flows in relieving the line congestion. As 

voltage stability is not considered in this paper, subject lineôs power transfer limit (PTL) 

is therefore determined by thermal limit instead of voltage, where the lineôs thermal limit 

is decided by spans with minimum thermal loadability (hot spots).  

The dynamically varying hot spots with time and space make it hard to consider one 

thermal rating for the entire line operation. Therefore, this paper considers multiple line 

spans with minimum thermal loadability to determine line rating of the entire line. The 

resulting thermal loadability of the line hot spots is then used to find the PTL of the subject 

line at each loading step that further determines voltage sag across the load bus. In this 

paper, OHLôs PTL is increased by enhancing the receiving end load demand at constant 

sending end generation until the subject line attains the maximum allowable temperature 

(MAT) limit.  

The authors in [20] have considered OHLôs PTL based on ETC formulation, where the 

work has involved analysing the difference in PTL with and without considering the 

temperature dependent changes on the line series resistance and the line flows. The 

resulting PTL is referred as based on lineôs thermal limit. Similarly, the authors have 

demonstrated that when operating under thermal limits, the overhead line experiences 
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comparatively lower power transfer margin than when operating under voltage stability 

limits. Additionally, the ETC based thermal line ratings are studied under fixed weather 

and steady-state loading, a gap that is moreover addressed in this paper.  

In [21], thermal line monitoring scheme is introduced to measure the temperature across 

line spans under thermal transients. The work has involved non-steady thermal states 

under variable weather, where the line is loaded under assumed loading conditions and 

without realizing the impact on the load voltage. The work suggests the importance of 

electro-thermal coupling in overhead lines, but the proof of concept is not validated either 

mathematically or analytically. To address the gap from [21], this paper investigates and 

proves the importance of electrothermal line modelling under realistic loading scenarios 

across a transmission line containing multiple critical spans. Additionally, this paper 

presents results from both the proposed and the conventional line rating techniques for 

validation.  

The work in [22] has addressed improving the OHLôs power transfer limit based on 

techniques as discussed in [20] introducing the electricity flow from wind generators 

under ETC technique. The paper considered applying the ETC technique under weather 

obtained from two different locations. This paper evaluates the potential of ETC 

technique with sensitivity analysis of the ambient elements from critical locations across 

the entire line. The resulting power transfer capability of the overhead line is found 

effectively mitigating the line congestion. 

 

2. Motivation  

Significant work on DLR and ETC technique was conducted in [3]-[11], and the 

remaining unaddressed issues are investigated in this paper, which implemented the ETC 

technique, so it was applicable under both static and dynamic weather conditions when 

influenced by line thermal inertia and the lineôs AC resistance. This study fills the gap 

identified in previous research [3]-[11] by presenting a weather-integrated ETC line 

rating technique that incorporates time- and space-dependent weather elements across 

thermally limited line spans, in addition to temperature-dependent line resistance and 

thermal inertia of lines under realistic loading scenarios.  

The power flow tool was developed to capture time- and space-variable weather 

conditions with time- loading scenarios to dynamically couple the subject lineôs electrical 

and thermal parameters to determine the active power flow through the subject line and 
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the load bus voltage magnitude. Line temperature, power flow and voltage magnitudes 

from weather-integrated ETC-based line rating techniques are compared to non-ETC-

based line rating techniques to determine the impact of coupling on a lineôs thermal 

loadability in a non-steady system state.  

The presented ETC-based line rating technique can be useful to avoid short-term 

overloading and congestion across thermally limited overhead lines, mainly when a 

nearby overhead line or a cost-effective generator is required to be out of service for 

maintenance purposes. In the conventional non-ETC-based DLR technique, the absence 

of electrothermal coupling eliminates a lineôs thermal inertia, causing the line to operate 

at its maximum thermal limit at every step change in load current regardless of variation 

in weather elements.  This approach results in reduced power flow that makes 

conventional non-ETC-based line rating techniques unsuitable for congestion 

minimization in an interconnected electricity network. 

The sensitivity analysis carried out in this paper provides sensitivity to time- and space-

varying weather conditions in loading variant heat transfer through the subject overhead 

line. Since the lineôs thermal rating is limited by the presence of critical spans that are 

critical because they are experiencing the worst weather under the longest span, 

sensitivity analysis helps in determining the least and most sensitive weather elements in 

critical span temperature measurement.  

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 3 presents mathematical modelling 

and sensitivity analysis of the proposed weather influenced electro-thermal line rating 

technique. Section 4 deals with practical aspects of the proposed line rating technique. 

Section 5 presents the developed power-flow tool. Section 6 summarizes the findings of 

the paper and Section 7 concludes the paper. 

3. Line rating and weather data sensitivity analysis 

This paper investigates electro-thermally coupled (ETC) and non-electro-thermally 

coupled (conventional) line rating techniques under both static and dynamic weather 

conditions. Under actual weather conditions, this is termed the electro-thermally coupled 

dynamic weather line rating (ETC-DWLR) technique and when considering assumed 

weather conditions, it is termed the electro-thermally coupled static weather line rating 

(ETC-SWLR) technique. In both actual and fixed weather based ETC techniques, the 

subject line is investigated under mutually coupled thermal and electrical modeling states.  
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The thermal model of the subject overhead line is based on the line temperature at its 

maximum current carrying capability under certain weather conditions without violating 

the ground clearance infringement. The resulting line temperature is thereafter used to 

find the line AC resistance, which is then used to determine the active power flow through 

the subject line. Similarly, the lineôs electrical model is based on line ampacity and 

temperature-dependent AC resistance. With regard to the significance of both models in 

determining the line loadability, their coupling effect is therefore considered in the 

presented line rating technique to find the line temperature, line flow, weather and 

loading-dependent line AC resistance and the load bus voltage magnitude.    

The relationship between electrical and thermal parameters in an overhead line provides 

a window of time for transmission operators to effectively monitor and load the lines. In 

the conventional line rating techniques, because there is no coupling involved between 

the lineôs electrical and thermal characteristics, the obtained line loadability does not 

consider the change in the lineôs electrical model due to changes in its thermal model and 

vice versa, resulting in lower and less reliable line loadability. 

In this paper, the main objective of the presented line rating technique was to address the 

correlation between the electrical and thermal dynamics of overhead lines during static 

and dynamic weather conditions such that a lineôs heating and cooling states are fully 

incorporated in the algorithm to help mitigate line congestion and load shedding 

conditions. The thermal rating of the line was computed by considering the presence of 

critical spans in the subject overhead line. Comprehensive analysis to identify the critical 

spans and the associated factors was beyond the scope of this study and therefore not 

considered.  

 

3.1 Line rating techniques 

3.1.1 Electro-thermal line rating technique 

The ETC technique used in this paper includes electrical and thermal models of the 

subject overhead line. The electrical model considers the sending-end power and voltage 

as the model inputs and provides the receiving end power and voltage as its outputs. 

Similarly, the thermal model considers line current, line AC resistance, line dimensions, 

wind speed, ambient temperature and solar radiation as the model inputs and produces 

the line temperature as an output. To obtain the lineôs thermal limit, both the electrical 

and thermal models for the subject line were operated in conjunction to avoid any ground-

clearance infringement. 
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Mathematically, the coupled electro-thermal model of any overhead line can be 

formulated based on non-steady state HBE as shown in (1). Equation (1) [2] describes the 

solar and joule effects as heating factors, with convection and radiation as the cooling 

factors when exposed to ambient weather,  

 ά ὅz Ὧ Ὑz Ὅz ὸ Ὕz ὸ ὖὸ ὗ ὸ ὗ ὸ            ρ 

where □ is the conductor mass, ╒ is the conductorôs specific heat capacity measured as 

the ratio between conductor heat capacity and its mass in J/kgϽ°K, I ◄ is the time- and 

loading-dependent flow of current, and ╣╬◄ is the time- and space-dependent line 

temperature.  

Similarly, in (2) ╟▼ (t) represents time- and space-dependent solar heat gain, which is a 

function of the lineôs solar absorptivity ═▼, its diameter D, and time- and space-dependent 

global solar radiation ╠▼▫■╪►◄, causing line heating due to solar radiation. 

                               ὖ Ô Ὀ ὗz ὸ ὃz                                                       ς 

Line cooling mainly depends upon convection and radiation. The time- and space-

dependent convective cooling ╠╬◄ depends on the difference between the ambient and 

line temperatures as well as the time- and space-dependent wind speed ╥▼◄ as shown in 

(3) and (5) respectively,            

              ὗ ὸ  Ὧ ὔzόz “Ὕ ὸ Ὕ ὸ                                         σ 

where ▓█ is thermal conductivity in Wm-1°K-1 as shown in (4) [23]. 

                        Ὧ ςȢτςzρπ χȢςz ρπ ᶻ                                    τ 

Conductor altitude from sea level ╗ with wind direction normal to the subject overhead 

line results in the Reynolds number ╡▄ as shown in (5) [23], 

   Ὑ  
ᶻ ᶻ

Ȣ ᶻ Ȣz ᶻ   
 zρ Ὄ ᶻ

Ȣz

Ȣ

Ȣ

                    υ                 

where ╜╪░► is the air density in kg/m3, ╝◊ is Nusselt number dependent on Reynolds 

number as shown in (6) [23]. 

                         ὔό πȢφτzὙ Ȣ πȢςz Ὑ Ȣ                                                         φ 

Similarly, as a result of the time- and space-dependent ambient temperature ╣╪◄, the 

radiative cooling ╠►◄ as shown in (7) varies with time and space and is dependent upon 

the ability of the conductor to emit the heat energy (emissivity) Ⱡ, difference between 
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ambient and conductor temperatures, conductor diameter, and the constant Ɑ, known as 

the Stephan Boltzmann constant and equal to 5.67*10-8. 

                 ὗ ὸ „z ‐z “z Ὀᶻ Ὕ ὸ ςχσ Ὕ ὸ ςχσ                       χ 

In a non-steady system state, HBE as shown in (1) is used to couple the line temperature 

and line AC resistance; i.e., a change in line temperature will affect the line AC resistance 

and vice versa due to their linear relationship as shown in (8). The presented ETC 

technique is therefore useful when the system is in a non-steady state. Also, as shown in 

(8), the line AC resistance depends upon the DC resistance, line reference temperature 

╣►▄█, the temperature coefficient of resistance for aluminium in an aluminium conductor 

steel reinforced (ACSR) conductor ♪ and the constant ▓╪╬ [23], 

                Ὑ ὸ Ὧ Ὑz Вz ᶻρ Ὕ ὸ Ὕ                                         ψ 

where the line AC/DC resistance ratio ▓╪╬ in (9) is calculated after considering the line 

current density. The current density, moreover, is based on current redistribution and the 

magnetic core losses inside the overhead line [23]-[24].  

                                               Ὧ                                                                                   ω 

Based on (8), the higher the line temperature, the higher the line AC series resistance will 

be. Similarly, any decrease in the line temperature will reduce the line AC resistance. A 

time-dependent step increase in the load current from ╘ ◄ to ╘ ◄ will cause heating of 

the ACSR conductor. This step change in the line current, when coupled with solar heat 

gain, will increase the line temperature to its maximum value ╣╬
□╪●◄ in time ◄ during 

the time- and space-dependent conductor heating state ╒▐
□╪●◄ as shown in (10) [23]. 

        ὅ ὸ
ᶻ

ᶻᶻ
                                                          ρπ 

The line temperature, based on the line loading and actual weather conditions, determines 

the dynamic line ampacity. The ETC-based coordination between the line temperature 

and its ampacity during conductor heating in the dynamic state is calculated using (11). 

                            Ὕ ȟ  

ᶻ ᶻ ᶻ

ᶻ ᶻ ᶻ
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                                                  ρρ 
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As shown in (11), the line temperature in a combined ETC technique further helps in 

determining the after-contingency rise in the line temperature and its associated overload 

current during time Ўt(◄░ ◄░ ) as shown in (12), 

          Ὕ ȟ Ὕ ȟ Ὕ ȟ Ὕ ȟ Ὡ
Ў

ȟ                                         ρς 

where the heating time constant ◕▐ȟ■ as shown in (13) is considered responsible for 

determining the duration of line temperature rise in the dynamic heating state.  

                                 ῳȟ
ᶻ

ᶻᶻ ᶻ ᶻ ᶻ
                                                 ρσ 

In the ETC-based line rating technique, contingency-influenced rise in the line 

temperature varies over time and depends on the conductorôs specific heat capacity, 

conductor mass, line loading and ambient weather. As shown in (11), time- and loading-

dependent overload current ╘ ◄ causes conductor heating during step time Ўt. In the 

ETC-based line rating techniques, during the line heating state, the initial temperature 

from the pre-load state ╣╔╣╒ȟ◄  is used to calculate the line temperature in time ◄░ as 

shown in (12), where the heating time constant ◕▐ȟ■ as shown in (13) is considered 

responsible for determining the duration of the line temperature rise in the dynamic 

heating state. 

After attaining the maximum safe temperature limit during contingency, the overhead line 

returns to the post-disturbance or cooling state, where the temperature across it starts 

falling from its peak limit to the pre-load steady state. Equation (14) represents the fall in 

the line temperature from its maximum to minimum value during its time- and space-

dependent cooling state ╒╬
□░▪◄ [23]. 

                                             ὅ ὸ
ᶻ

ᶻᶻ
                                                 ρτ 

During the cooling state, the overhead line follows the same pattern of linear variation 

that it experiences during the heating state but in the reverse direction, i.e., the line 

experiences a linear drop in temperature. This linear drop in overhead line temperature 

can be determined using (15). 

                              Ὕ ȟ  

ᶻ ᶻ ᶻ
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As shown in (15), the post-overload current ╘ ◄ causes line cooling during step time 

Ўt(◄░ ◄░ ). Line cooling takes the initial temperature from the previous loading state 

╣╔╣╒ȟ◄ and calculates the line temperature during time ◄░  in the conductorôs cooling 

state as shown in (16), 

                          Ὕ ȟ  Ὕ ȟ Ὕ ȟ Ὕ ȟὩ
Ў

ȟ                              ρφ 

where the cooling time constant ◕╬ȟ■ as shown in (17) is responsible for determining the 

duration of the line temperature drop in the dynamic cooling state. 

                                     ῳȟ
ᶻ

ᶻᶻ ᶻ ᶻ ᶻ
                                              ρχ 

The line temperature from the coupled electro-thermal model gives the time- and space-

dependent ohmic losses ╟■▫▼▼▄▼◄ as shown in (18).  

                                                ὖ ȟὸ Ὅ Ὑz Ὕ ὸ                                         ρψ 

The line reactance ╧■ is not directly affected by temperature variations and therefore the 

effect of line temperature on conductance Gij as shown in (19) will be higher than on the 

line susceptance Bij as represented in (20).  

                                              Ὃ Ὕὸ                                               ρω 

                                            ὄ Ὕὸ                                               ςπ 

3.1.2 ETC versus conventional line rating technique 

The electro-thermally coupled line rating technique under both static and dynamic 

weather conditions incorporates the line temperature change effect on the lineôs AC 

resistance. The impact of temperature-dependent line AC resistance is thereafter 

investigated with regard to line flow and the bus voltage magnitude. The conventional 

non-ETC-based line rating technique works under non-steady-state HBE, where the line 

resistance remains constant irrespective of changes in line temperature, making them 

mutually uncoupled in every step-change in line current. It is therefore, in the non-ETC-

based technique, the lineôs temperature limit is transferred into the MAT thermal limit, 

leading to reduced electricity transfer.  

In the presented ETC-based line rating technique, the subject overhead line is operated 

under its temperature limit until it reaches thermal equilibrium, taking advantage of a cool 

line to achieve higher active power flow in comparison to the non-ETC-based technique. 
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Due to the non-transfer of the subject lineôs temperature limit into the thermal limit, the 

thermal inertia of the overhead line helps in coupling the lineôs electrical and thermal 

behaviours, causing higher active power flow than the conventional non-ETC-based line 

rating technique. In this study, the AC resistance of the subject overheard line was kept 

constant at 0.2592 ɋ/km by keeping ╣╬
□╪●  80°C and ╣►▄█ = 20°C under all loading and 

environmental conditions. The conventional line rating technique was calculated through 

(2)-(17) under real-time weather based non-steady-state HBE. 

 

3.2 Sensitivity analysis  

Sensitivity analysis is carried out to determine the impact of time-varying weather inputs 

on time-dependent heat transfer through the overhead line. It is performed to show the 

effectiveness of the proposed line rating technique in relation to actual loading and the 

weather data. In this study, sensitivity analysis is carried out for the presented ETC-

DWLR technique; 1) to determine a correlation between weather elements across critical 

spans versus weather elements at all line spans and 2) to evaluate a correlation between 

wind speed and line temperature and between ambient and line temperatures. 

3.2.1 Variance of ambient variables 

To predict the variance in ambient weather between critical and all line spans, a variance 

analysis is considered, providing the percentage variation in the ambient weather at 

critical spans versus the ambient weather at line spans of the subject overhead line. The 

results obtained from the variance analysis are further shown in Table 1-7.  

 

Table  1 Critical span versus all line spans at t=0+ min.          Table  2 Critical span versus all line spans at t=5+ min. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical 

spans 

Wind  

speed 

(%) 

Ambient 

temperature  

(%) 

Solar 

radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 4.8 2.6 3.0 

Span-2 5.1 2.5 8.3 

Span-3 4.2 3.8 17.9 

Critical 

spans 

Wind  

speed 

(%) 

Ambient 

temperature  

(%) 

Solar 

radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 2.1 4.3 6.6 

Span-2 6.3 3.5 2.0 

Span-3 6.5 3.1 17.7 
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Table  3 Critical span versus all line spans at t=10+ min.  Table  4 Critical span versus all line spans at t=15+ min. 

           

          Table  6 Critical span versus all line spans at t=25+ min. 

Table  5 Critical span versus all line spans at t=20+ min. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Table  7 Critical span versus all line spans at t=30+ min. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 Sensitivity of line ratings to ambient variables 

A global sensitivity index between 1) wind speed and line temperature and 2) ambient 

and line temperature was created with the help of the variance-based sensitivity analysis 

method as presented in [25]-[27]. According to this method, the variance-based 

sensitivity index between the correlated input parameters is required to provide the degree 

of sensitivity of the line temperature to the weather elements further shown in equations 

(21)-(26). 

The correlation of wind speed and ambient temperature with line temperature is achieved 

using Pearsonôs correlation coefficient ► to provide a correlation estimate between 

independent and dependent variables. In equation (21), the numerator shows the product 

of two variables subtracted from their respective means and the denominator adjusts the 

Critical 

spans 

Wind  

speed 

(%) 

Ambient 

temperature  

(%) 

Solar 

radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 6.8 3.7 1.6 

Span-2 12.2 2.4 6.5 

Span-3 11.9 2.8 23.1 

Critical 

spans 

Wind  

speed 

(%) 

Ambient 

temperature  

(%) 

Solar 

radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 5.8 1.4 12.9 

Span-2 13.4 3.5 0.3 

Span-3 13.3 6.1 37.4 

Critical 

spans 

Wind  

speed 

(%) 

Ambient 

temperature  

(%) 

Solar 

radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 9.8 4.7 1.9 

Span-2 21.1 2.2 22.0 

Span-3 21.5 1.8 29.4 

Critical 
spans 

Wind  
speed 

(%) 

Ambient 
temperature  

(%) 

Solar 
radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 7.7 3.1 6.2 

Span-2 17.2 2.9 11.1 

Span-3 17.3 4.0 31.4 

Critical 
spans 

Wind  
speed 

(%) 

Ambient 
temperature  

(%) 

Solar 
radiation 

(%) 

Span-1 1.1 6.9 5.2 

Span-2 0.1 3.3 0.3 

Span-3 0.4 0.0 1.4 
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variable scaling to give identical units [28]. The value of the correlation coefficient from 

equation (21) [28] is used in (22)-(23) [25] to find the covariance between independent 

variables (ambient temperature and wind speed) ╧ and the dependent variable ╨ (line 

temperature). The resulting covariances are then used in (24)-(25) to produce the 

sensitivity index as shown in (26).     

                        ὶȟ  
В

В В
Ⱦ                                                          ςρ 

As shown in (21), ▪ is the length of input variables. The value ► of input variable ╧ and 

value of ► of input variable ╨ are averaged across all the critical spans from t=0+ min to 

t=30+ min to get the correlated partial variance ╥╬▫►►ȟ between wind speed and line 

temperature and the correlated partial variance ╥╬▫►►ȟ between ambient and line 

temperatures as shown in (22) and (23), respectively. 

                                 ὠ ȟ ςὶ „„””  ὶ”„ ὶ”„                                ςς                                                 

                                ὠ ȟ ςὶ „„””  ὶ”„ ὶ”„                                 ςσ 

As shown in (22)-(23), the standard deviations Ɑ of ╧ and Ɑ  of ╨ with their respective 

partial derivatives ⱬand ⱬ give the covariance between independent and dependent 

variables as the correlated partial variance matrix as shown in (24). The resulting 

correlation from (21) is used to find the covariance between ╧ and ╨ as shown in (22)-

(24). 

                              ὠ ὠ ȟ ὠ ȟ                                                                     ςτ       

ὠ В ”ȟ „ȟ В ”ȟ „ȟ ς ” ȟ„„”” ς ” ȟ„„””      ςυ 

The total correlated partial variance (25) is used to determine the sensitivity index 

between the weather elements and the line temperature as shown in (26) [25]-[27].   

                                         Ὓ                                                                               ςφ 

It is important to analyse the influence of weather elements on line temperature when 

determining the thermal loadability of the overhead lines. The obtained results are 

moreover shown in section 4.4.  

 

4. Case study  

To analyze and validate the effectiveness of the presented ETC-DWLR technique in 

comparison to the ETC-SWLR and DLR techniques, temperature and line-flow through 

the subject overhead line were calculated using the MATPOWER embedded developed 
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power-flow tool as mentioned in section 5. Network modeling and power-flow analysis 

under two loading scenarios were carried out on following test system facing multiple 

weather conditions.  

 

4.1 Test System 

The system modeling was performed on an IEEE-39 bus system as shown in Fig. 1 using 

DIgSILENT PowerFactory. The base IEEE-39 bus model in [29] was modified by adding 

two overhead lines between bus-37 and bus-30 in Area-1 of the test system to analyze the 

validity of the ETC-DWLR in comparison to ETC-SWLR and DLR. For this purpose, a 

100 km-long Line-1 in Area-1 with an operating voltage of 132 kV was considered as the 

subject overhead line. The line was loaded based on two realistic loading scenarios where 

the lineôs thermal capacity was checked during a non-steady state of the modelled power 

system. The line current from the test system was fed into the line thermal capacity 

algorithm to find the maximum thermal capacity of the subject line under the constraints 

of minimum allowable ground clearance of the line spans and the MAT limit of the line. 

The modeled system in Fig. 1 is referred as the test system throughout this paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1 Modified IEEE 39 bus system with overhead lines added in Area-1 
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4.2 Weather data 

The subject overhead line (Line-1) in Fig. 1 passed through a large geographical 

region spanning varying terrains and was exposed to complex weather conditions. In 

addition, the subject overhead line had multiple segments and each segment had ▪ non-

equidistant spans, based on their geographical locations in accordance with the IEEE-39 

bus structure. The test system was established in New Zealand and therefore the 1-hour 

weather data (ambient temperature, wind speed and solar radiation) from 12:30 pm to 

13:30 pm on 1 January-2018 were obtained from NIWA [30] and applied to a 100 km-

long overhead line passing three weather stations situated in the North Island of New 

Zealand. The subject line was considered to be a semi-urban type with 12% ultimate 

tensile strength (UTS) [31]. The physical dimensions of overhead lines as added in area-

1 of the test system are shown in Table 8. 

Table 8   The studied overhead lines physical dimensions 

Overhead 

Lines 

Diameter 

(mm) 

Conductor Mass  

(kg/m) 

Coefficient of linear expansion  

x10
-6
/°C 

Line-1 17.5 0.677 19.4 

Line-2 31.5 1.96 20.6 

 

4.3 Loading scenarios 

4.3.1 Temporary line outage 

In the test scenario, Line-2 in the test system is disconnected for some time to carry out 

maintenance work. During this period, Line-1, as the subject overhead line, carries excess 

power and is therefore checked for thermal capacity in terms of thermal delay. Based on 

the line thermal inertia, the overhead conductor could be loaded reliably without violating 

the ground clearance requirements. The objective of the presented ETC technique is to 

load the subject line to find its maximum power transfer capacity when operating under 

the MAT limit as set at 80°C.  

The line flow results in Table 9 are based on weather- and loading-dependent line 

resistance, where Line-1 is checked during heating and cooling states after the 

disconnection and restoration of Line-2, respectively. The weather data used to obtain the 

results as shown in Table 9 are based on critical-span 3, assumed to be the most critical 

span during the line transient loading. From t=10+ min to t=20+ min, Line-2 is 

disconnected, causing Line-1 to enter the heating state. Later, at t=20+ min, Line-2 is 

restored, reducing the load-flow on Line-1, placing it in the cooling state. During the 
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dynamic system state from t=10+ min to t=20+ min, Line-2 experiences contingency and 

the resulting temperature across Line-1 plays an important role in the line sagging level. 

When Line-2 is disconnected at t=10+ min, the transmission operator has two options; 

either to import electricity from Gen-10 in the test system, which has a low up-ramping 

capability (hence responding slowly to peak-loads) or to load Line-1 based on the 

presented line rating technique. The former option is not feasible for the transmission 

operator if Gen-08 has enough capacity to dispatch the required excess electricity through 

Line-1 when needed without any violation of Line-1 ground-clearance infringements. The 

time-varying line current from DIgSILENT PowerFactory was used to find line 

temperature through ETC-DWLR, ETC-SWLR and DLR techniques under critical span-

1 and critical span-2 as shown in Table 10. 

As evident from Table 9, after the Line-2 outage, the proposed ETC-DWLR approach 

helps in maximizing the power transfer potential from Line-1, in contrast to conventional 

DLR and the static weather-based ETC-SWLR techniques. As evident from Table 9, 

when Line-2 is restored at t=20+ min, temperature across Line-1 starts dropping from the 

peak value until it reaches the pre-fault steady state. The ETC-DWLR technique as shown 

in Table 9 allows 6.18% additional power transfer compared to the ETC-SWLR technique 

and 7.75% higher than the DLR technique during Line-1 operation. In terms of finding 

the highest line temperature amongst all spans of the subject overhead line, the critical 

span with the highest sag from t=10+ min to t=20+ min was used to determine the thermal 

rating of the subject overhead line during this time. By facing the worst weather and 

having the longest length with a route passing through a varying terrain, it remained the 

span with the highest sag until weather conditions changed. 

Table 9 Temporary line-2 outage management in case of critical span-3 under scenario-A 

Time (Min.) Temperature (°C) Line Flows (MW) 

ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR 

Line-1 Line-1 Line-1 Line-1 Line-1 Line-1 

0 40.42 61.927 40.42 61.03 58.01 55.66 

5 41.26 61.927 41.26 60.87 58.01 55.66 

10 54.84 84.48 54.84 72.16 67.42 68.08 

15 54.71 84.48 54.71 72.16 67.42 68.08 

20 54.37 84.48 54.37 72.16 67.42 68.08 

25 43.26 70.56 43.26 60.55 56.93 55.66 

30 40.29 61.93 40.29 61.03 58.01 55.66 
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Table 10 Line-1 temperature in case of critical span-1 and critical span-2 under scenario-A 

Time (Min.)  Temperature (°C)       Critical Span-1 Temperature (°C)       Critical Span-2 

ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR 

0 40.34 61.93 40.34 40.38 61.93 40.38 

5 40.97 61.93 40.97 41.34 61.93 41.34 

10 54.26 84.48 54.26 54.98 84.48 54.98 

15 53.34 84.48 53.34 54.35 84.48 54.35 

20 53.80 84.48 53.80 53.66 84.48 53.66 

25 43.53 70.56 43.53 43.48 70.56 43.48 

30 41.13 61.93 41.13 41.18 61.93 41.18 

 

4.3.2 Line overloading and load-shedding management 

The ETC and conventional line rating techniques were investigated under this scenario to 

check the effectiveness of the line rating techniques in avoiding line loading and 

effectively managing load shedding situations. Under this scenario, Line-2 is required to 

be out of service (e.g. because of maintenance) from t=5+ min to t=25+ min. Similarly, 

Gen-08 at Bus-37 in the test system dispatches 640 MW of active power during a 

continuous increment in load demand, as mentioned in Table 11. In this scenario, the 

main objectives of a transmission operator are to fulfil the load requirement in addition 

to avoiding the subject line from crossing the MAT limit. 

As shown in Table 11, for critical span-3, the static worst weather elements in the ETC-

SWLR technique result in line temperature above the MAT limit even at the base load of 

50 MW in all case states, causing 24% higher congestion in the subject line than ETC-

DWLR and 21.3% more congestion than the DLR technique. It means subject line under 

ETC-SWLR technique is more congested in comparison to ETC-DWLR than the DLR 

technique. The line current due to step change in load demand was obtained from 

DIgSILENT PowerFactory and was used to find the line temperature through ETC-

DWLR, ETC-SWLR and DLR techniques as shown in Table 12 for critical span-1 and 

critical span-2. The resulting line temperature determines the line AC resistance, which 

together with ambient and line physical data is provided to the MATPOWER-integrated 

tool described in section 5 to provide the line active power flow in presence of critical 

span-3 as shown in Table 13. 

Due to reaching the MAT limit at the baseload, line operating under ETC-SWLR 

technique is not further loaded, hence a total of 102 MWh of electricity is not dispatched 
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under this technique through Line-1 to the load connected at bus-30 of the test system 

from t=5+ min to t=25+ min. From t=25+ min to t=30+ min, when 25% load is reduced 

from the previous step under both lines connected makes Line-1 attain temperature below 

the MAT limit hence causes an additional energy dispatch of 5.1% from the previous 

value. As shown in Table 11, the higher voltage drop using the DLR technique results 

from ignoring the line coupling between electrical and thermal behaviours, in contrast to 

the ETC-DWLR technique, where a cool line provides lower AC resistance and lower 

voltage drop, resulting in no line overload or load shedding. As shown in Table 14 and 

15, at t= 20+ min when temperature across both overhead lines converge to near steady-

state MAT value, the AC resistance of both lines becomes equivalent thus causing the 

identical line flow through the subject overhead line. 

 

Table 11 Line-1 temperature in case of critical span-3 under scenario-B 

Time 

(Min.)  

Case-State(s)           Line-1 Temperature (°C) 

Type(s)        ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR 

0 Baseload with Line-2 Disconnected             50.54   84.48 50.54 

5 30% Increment in Baseload at Line-2 Disconnected             57.57   84.48 57.57 

10 50% Increment in Baseload at Line-2 Disconnected             66.10   84.48 66.10 

15 80% Increment in Baseload at Line-2 Disconnected             73.59   84.48 73.59 

20 100% Increment in Baseload at Line-2 Disconnected             79.94   84.48 79.94 

25 Line-2 is Restored at twice the Baseload             58.50   84.48 58.50 

30 25% Load Decrease with Line-2 Connected            46.92     70.53 46.92 

 

Table 12 Line temperature in case of critical span-1 and critical span-2 under scenario-B 

Time (Min.)  Temperature (°C)       Critical Span-1 Temperature (°C)       Critical Span-2 

ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR 

0 50.52 84.48 50.52 50.55 84.48 50.55 

5 57.31 84.48 57.31 57.68 84.48 57.68 

10 65.49 84.48 65.49 66.24 84.48 66.24 

15 72.45 84.48 72.45 73.40 84.48 73.40 

20 79.57 84.48 79.57 79.44 84.48 79.44 

25 58.77 84.48 58.77 58.72 84.48 58.72 

30 47.77 70.53 47.77 47.81 70.53 47.81 
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Table 13 Line flows and load shed in case of critical span-3 under scenario-B 

Time 

(Min.)  

Line-1 Flows (MW) Load Shed (MW) at Bus-30 

ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR ETC-DWLR  ETC-SWLR DLR 

0 72.72 67.42 68.08 0 0 0 

5 82.56 67.42 78.67 0 145 0 

10 89.12 67.42 86.60 0 235 0 

15 101.64 67.42 100.38 0 362 0 

20 111.60 67.42 111.60 0 440 0 

25 92.50 67.42 88.69 0 42 0 

30 75.29 70.85 70.19 0 0 0 

Total energy shed (MWh) 0 102 0 

 

4.4 Weather impact on line thermal loading 

4.4.1 Sensitivity index between wind speed and line temperature 

Fig. 2 shows the sensitivity index between wind speed and line temperature across three 

critical spans in scenario-A and scenario-B, where the correlation coefficient from (21) is 

averaged for line temperature from both scenarios from t=0+ min to t=30+ min. Based on 

Fig. 2, the computed real-time thermal line ratings in both scenarios were observed to be 

highly sensitive to wind speed, reaching as high as 0.621 or 62.1% at t=20+ min across 

critical span-1 and as low as 0.404 or 40.4% at t=30+ min across the same line span. 

 

4.4.2 Sensitivity index between ambient and line temperature 

The sensitivity index between ambient and line temperatures across critical span-1 under 

scenario-A and scenario-B is shown in Fig. 3 (a), whereas the same relationship across 

critical span-2 and critical span-3 under both scenarios is shown in Fig. 3 (b) and Fig. 3 

(c) respectively, where the results obtained indicate that the line thermal rating is less 

sensitive to the ambient temperature in comparison to the wind speed and hence makes a 

less significant contribution to both conductor cooling and line loadability. 
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 Fig. 2 Wind speed-line temperature sensitivity index across critical spans: a) # 1 b) # 2 c) # 3 

Fig. 3 Ambient & line temperature sensitivity index across critical spans: a) # 1 b) # 2 c) # 3 

(a) (b) 

(c) 

(a) (b) 

(c) 
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5. Weather-Dependent Power Flow Tool  

Due to the influence of weather on thermal line loading, the ambient data must be 

incorporated with line loading to obtain the weather-influenced active power and the 

voltage magnitude. For this purpose, a MATPOWER [32] embedded power flow tool as 

shown in Fig. 4 is used to provide electro-thermally coupled parameters. The designed 

tool for power flow analysis includes weather and line temperature data across critical 

spans, physical data from overhead lines, generators, loads and buses in the IEEE-39 bus 

system from [29], [32] in addition to physical data from the added Line-1 and Line-2 in 

the presence of critical spans across Line-1. The flow chart as shown in Fig. 5 describes 

the calculation of line temperature under the investigated line rating techniques used as 

an input to the designed power flow tool, enabling determination of the bus voltage 

magnitude and sag across the critical spans through HBE and the updated line resistance. 

The line resistance used in the presented ETC technique is based on reference 

temperatures that are dependent on previous reference and line temperatures influenced 

by step-changes in line current and weather conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4  ETC and weather-integrated line power flow-tool 
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Fig. 5 Flow chart of the presented ETC line rating technique algorithm 

 

5.1 Results and discussion 

The weather and loading-dependent line resistance and bus voltage were investigated 

under scenario-A representing the line-disconnection and scenario-B representing the 

increased line congestion. Both scenarios were considered in the presence of critical spans 

to find their impact on the line resistance and bus voltage magnitude, shown in Table 14 

and Table 15. The results obtain show that line loading, span-topography and weather 

conditions directly affect line resistance, which in turn changes the system voltage. By 

considering the critical line spans and the presented line rating techniques, the resulting 

voltage through the developed power-flow tool can be effective in both system planning  
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 and operation. 

 Tables 14 and 15 show that the bus voltage decreased with increases in the lineôs AC 

resistance, and the line resistance under the ETC-SWLR technique was higher than under 

the ETC-DWLR technique due to the higher line temperature. Based on identical 

maximum span lengths with slight differences in weather conditions across all critical 

spans, the change in line resistance from the ETC-SWLR to ETC-DWLR technique was 

reduced on average by 8.5% under all critical line spans in scenario-B.   

 

Table 14 Span resistance versus bus voltage under scenario½A 

  

Table 15 Span resistance versus bus voltage under scenario½B 

 

Time 

(min) 

Critical Span-1 

(ETC-DWLR)  

Critical Span-1 

(ETC-SWLR) 

Critical Span-2 

(ETC-DWLR)  

Critical Span-2 

(ETC-SWLR) 

Critical Span-3 

(ETC-DWLR)  

Critical Span-3 

(ETC-SWLR) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

0 0.233 0.966 0.252 0.965 0.233 0.966 0.252 0.965 0.233 0.966 0.252 0.965 

5 0.234 0.966 0.252 0.965 0.234 0.966 0.252 0.965 0.234 0.966 0.252 0.965 

10 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.246 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 

15 0.244 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 

20 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.245 0.957 0.271 0.956 

25 0.236 0.966 0.259 0.965 0.236 0.966 0.259 0.965 0.236 0.966 0.259 0.965 

30 0.234 0.966 0.252 0.965 0.234 0.966 0.252 0.965 0.233 0.966 0.252 0.965 

Time 

(min) 

Critical Span-1 

(ETC-DWLR)  

Critical Span-1 

(ETC-SWLR) 

Critical Span-2 

(ETC-DWLR)  

Critical Span-2 

(ETC-SWLR) 

Critical Span-3 

(ETC-DWLR)  

Critical Span-3 

(ETC-SWLR) 

R  

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

R 

(Ý/km) 

V  

(pu) 

0 0.242 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.242 0.957 0.271 0.956 0.242 0.957 0.271 0.956 

5 0.248 0.939 0.271 0.956 0.248 0.939 0.271 0.956 0.248 0.939 0.271 0.956 

10 0.255 0.923 0.271 0.956 0.255 0.923 0.271 0.956 0.255 0.923 0.271 0.956 

15 0.261 0.892 0.271 0.956 0.262 0.892 0.271 0.956 0.262 0.892 0.271 0.956 

20 0.267 0.864 0.271 0.956 0.267 0.864 0.271 0.956 0.267 0.864 0.271 0.956 

25 0.249 0.896 0.271 0.956 0.249 0.896 0.271 0.956 0.249 0.896 0.271 0.956 

30 0.239 0.94 0.259 0.939 0.239 0.94 0.259 0.939 0.239 0.94 0.259 0.939 
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6.  Discussion 

This paper presents the concept of a coupling effect between electrical and thermal 

models of an overhead line passing through a large geographical area under multiple 

weather conditions. The electro-thermal coupling effect of an overhead line was 

investigated under both static and dynamic weather conditions. Additionally, HBE was 

investigated in non-steady state system modeling, where besides the impact of line 

resistance and the environmental conditions on thermal loading of an overhead line, the 

lineôs thermal inertia was also considered in determining the capacity of the thermally 

limited overhead line.  

In this paper, mutual coupling between OHLôs thermal and power transfer limits resulted 

in improved line loading efficiency in comparison to the conventional line rating 

technique involving the decoupled power transfer and thermal limits. Optimal line 

loading and the line congestion minimization in addition to depending on number and 

thermal limit of critical spans were also found with dependence on time synchronization 

between weather and load changes besides electrical and thermal characteristics of the 

overhead line. To consider these factors, the ETC-based weather integrated power flow 

tool was developed to find the load and weather dependent dynamic changes in heating 

and cooling of the overhead line. After incorporating these changes, the tool provided the 

updated temperature-dependent line series resistance which was later used to find the line 

flows and the corresponding voltage across the load bus under both the proposed and 

conventional line rating techniques. The summary of technical and economic benefits 

identified by using the weather incorporated ETC based proposed line rating technique is 

provided below. 

i. The proposed line rating technique due to involving the line thermal inertia 

and temperature-dependent line resistance provides enough loading time for 

electricity dispatch from slower but less expensive generation reserves. A 

possible economic benefit can be attained in case of electricity dispatch from 

wind power plants due to wind speed correlation between line cooling and the 

wind generation. 

ii. It involves thermal inertia in the non-steady or dynamic loading state causing 

the overhead line to obtain thermal equilibrium gradually. Due to this time 

delay from the loading time, transmission operators have flexibility in making 

optimum decisions regarding line flows based on both power transfer and 
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thermal limits. The obtained loading flexibility not only helps in reliable 

power transfer but also in avoiding or rescheduling the electricity dispatch 

from costly generation sources.  

iii.  Due to loading flexibility, transmission operators have enough time in shifting 

the load flow from critical line paths to non-critical ones before critical lines 

attain the thermal equilibrium. By doing so, an anticipated congestion in the 

network can be minimized by increasing the line flow towards less congested 

high thermal-inertia lines and decreasing the line flow from highly congested 

low thermal-inertia lines. This optimum power transfer in the entire 

transmission network can result in economic and technical benefits; economic 

benefit in terms of delaying the line upgrading, while technical benefit in terms 

of relived congestion. 

iv. The proposed technique provides actual temperature-dependent line resistance 

that can benefit by reducing I2R losses, causing higher power flow at minimum 

voltage dips in comparison to the conventional line rating techniques at the 

same line temperature and weather conditions. 

The results obtained by using the real weather integrated ETC based line rating technique 

were validated with the conventional line rating technique, which ignores the 

temperature-dependent line resistance when determining the line flows. Based on these 

results, line resistance and thermal inertia were found to improve the lineôs thermal 

capacity by 7.75% when handling a line outage and 3.51% when handling line 

overloading (to avoid load shedding) under actual geospatial weather conditions. 

When the subject overhead line was loaded to handle excess power due to line-

disconnection, the presented ETC technique under dynamic weather conditions was 

found to have 6.17% more thermal capacity than the same technique applied under non-

geospatial static worst-weather conditions. Similarly, when the same overhead line 

operating under geospatial weather conditions was used to avoid load-shedding, it was 

found to have 31.57% more thermal capacity than when operating under non-geospatial 

weather assumptions during the same loading scenario.   

Variance and sensitivity analysis between weather and line temperature were presented 

to provide the ratings sensitivity, especially in the wind speed region of 10-14 kph (due 

to its high sensitivity). The results from the sensitivity analysis indicate that the thermal 

line ratings were highly sensitive to wind speed in comparison to ambient temperature. 
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Future work will be related to validating the presented line rating algorithm with field 

measurements to find the maximum thermal rating of thermally limited overhead lines. 

The work will also focus on numerical weather predictions to predict the geo-spatial 

weather conditions across electrically and thermally limited overhead lines in a multi-

area power system, operating in dynamic and transient system states. 

 

7. Conclusion 

This study has presented a methodology for loading overhead lines based on electro-

thermally coupled, dynamic weather-dependent line rating techniques. The ETC line 

rating technique as presented in this paper was used for dynamic-state system analysis 

applications, where short-term overloading of the overhead line was investigated under 

dynamic weather conditions. The ETC-DWLR technique, when compared with ETC-

SWLR and conventional DLR techniques, was found to be efficient in minimizing line 

congestion and avoiding load-shedding situations. The calculated power flow through the 

subject overhead line showed that the proposed technique can mitigate congestion of the 

electricity network by excess risk-free power transfer. To analyze the sensitivity of the 

resulting line temperature to the ambient conditions, the sensitivity analysis undertaken 

showed a wider sensitivity range across wind speed than ambient temperature. 

This study also analyzed the weather and loading impact in the presence of critical spans 

on the line AC resistance and the bus voltage magnitude through the designed line-

modeling tool. The proposed approach investigated the environmental impact on the line 

AC resistance and voltage magnitude under critical line spans passing through flat and 

non-flat terrain. The results obtained showed that the line resistance calculated under the 

actual geospatial weather and dynamic loading states was more efficient in determining 

a reliable voltage magnitude than that found under the non-geospatial static weather 

states. 
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Chapter 3 

3.1 Introduction to Manuscript  2 

This Manuscript addresses the issue of critical span identification across an overhead line. 

The Manuscript presents a technique that is developed to identify space and time 

dependent critical spans at the least computational cost. Due to varying nature of critical 

spans across any overhead line facing multiple weather conditions; this Manuscript is 

therefore designed to capture the dynamically varying critical spans during each loading 

step. The identified critical spans are not considered fixed, rather they vary with time and 

space. The proposed technique identifies the dynamically varying critical spans after 

considering the weather and span topography at each line span. 

The Manuscript is published in the journal of óElectrical Power Systems Researchô under 

the title: ñApplication of dynamic thermal rating: Overhead line critical spans 

identification under weather dependent optimized sensor placement.ò Electric Power 

Systems Research 180 (2020): 106125. 

  

3.2 Manuscript  2 

Application of dynamic thermal rating: Overhead line critical spans identification 

under weather dependent optimized sensor placement 

 

Saifal Talpur*, T. T. Lie, R. Zamora  

School of Engineering, Computer and Mathematical Sciences, Auckland University of Technology, New 

Zealand 

*Corresponding author email: saifal.talpur@aut.ac.nz 

  

Abstract 

Dynamic thermal rating (DTR) for an overhead transmission line is a viable and cost-

effective technique based on real weather conditions to mitigate congestion and avoid 

load shedding for reliable transfer of the required electricity. Spans of overhead lines 

passing through multiple geographical regions face diverse weather conditions and 

varying terrain, and thus need to be monitored to obtain reliable estimates of line 

loadability. Spans facing the worst weather and with the longest length determine the 

absolute minimum line loadability and are therefore known as critical spans. Identifying 

critical spans is important in allowing utility providers to monitor their overhead 

transmission networks spanning large geographical regions. This paper focuses on 

identifying critical spans using the proposed technique to find the bottleneck to the 

overhead transmission network for optimum power transfer. It determines the optimal 

mailto:saifal.talpur@aut.ac.nz
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number and placement of sensors across the entire test line, dividing the line into non-

uniform segments, each carrying multiple length spans passing through flat and non-flat 

terrains. The resulting critical spans determine the line loadability that can effectively 

relieve transmission line congestion, based on the allowable vertical clearance to the 

ground. The outcome of the proposed technique is validated against the conventional 

technique for critical span identification.  

 

Keywords: Dynamic thermal rating, critical line spans, optimal sensor placement, non-

uniform line segmentation, weather conditions and span topography, congestion and load 

shed management 

 

1. Introduction  

To meet the growing demand for electricity, overhead transmission lines are required to 

transfer additional electricity with no ground clearance infringements. The capacity of 

overhead transmission lines is determined by their physical dimensions, surrounding 

weather conditions, maximum allowable temperature and the allowable distance from the 

ground. An overhead line passes through multiple geographical regions, where each span 

faces considerably different weather conditions.  

As each span of an overhead line differs in length, weather conditions and route, the span 

elongation across each line span varies depending on space and time, even under the same 

loading and operational conditions. Therefore, the dynamic thermal rating (DTR) for the 

entire line cannot be calculated by ignoring the individual span lengths and their 

surrounding weather conditions as these may cause adverse sagging across spans facing 

the worst weather conditions during the loading period. The spans with minimum 

clearance to the ground at specific loading condition are called critical spans.  

Critical spans operate at the highest temperature with the lowest current-carrying 

capability in a tensioning section between two towers. The span topography and ambient 

conditions across a line span are critical in its ability to transfer the required electricity. 

Because of the time- and space-dependent weather conditions affecting an overhead line, 

critical spans do not remain fixed or static; they rather vary over the entire length.  Critical 

spans with the longest length passing across valleys, river-crossings, highways and 

varying terrains, face comparatively the worst real-time weather. The critical spans in an 

overhead line cause hot-spot temperature, which is a primary variable for determining the 

line loadability. Thermal line ratings based on hot-spot temperatures provide reliable 
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thermal-limit estimates in comparison to computing the thermal line rating based on an 

overall estimate of weather elements across an overhead line with no consideration of 

critical spans. 

A critical line span is a span exposed to the worst weather elements, of the longest length, 

passing over varying terrains. Critical spans play an important role in solving the optimal 

power flow problem in terms of considering the thermal constraints across the entire line-

length. The location and corresponding line temperatures across critical spans are very 

important for system operators in dynamically assessing the line hot-spot temperatures 

and thus finding reliable line loadabilities, as investigated in this paper. Critical span 

identification will help utilities to decide when and how much load an overhead 

transmission line can safely carry. Critical spans experience comparatively higher hot-

spot temperatures at the same thermal loadability to non-critical line spans. Therefore, 

this paper focuses on identifying these spans to determine a reliable line-loadability 

within allowable sag limits.  

The proposed technique validates the concepts as presented in [1]-[2], that the critical 

span is not a fixed span; rather it varies with space and time. The proposed technique thus 

suggests an optimum number and placement of sensors across the entire line. Instead of 

placing sensors across some assumed or non-validated critical spans, the proposed 

technique will find the optimum sensor placements for monitoring of time- and space-

dependent weather across each line span. To address the spatial variability in ambient 

conditions, the entire test line in this paper was monitored to give a reliable estimate of 

weather-dependent critical spans. The line was therefore divided into multiple segments 

from the sending to the receiving ends.  

Due to involving the optimized segment locations, this segmentation approach will have 

less computational burden compared to the segmentation technique in [3] and [4], where 

each line span is considered as a segment. This study broadened the segmentation 

approach used in [3]-[4], which segmented a large overhead line based on ambient 

temperature differences but ignored the span length effect and weather influences on span 

sagging levels. The segmented approach in this paper addresses both system-level studies 

and detailed component modeling, advancing the line-segmentation approach in [3]-[4], 

which focuses on system-level studies rather than detailed component modeling. 

Critical span identification in a DTR-operated overhead line was carried out in [5] to 

determine the line sagging limits in comparison to the approach presented in [6]. The 

critical span identification technique in [5] focuses on identifying the critical spans based 
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on correlation benchmarks between minimum line ratings derived from initially assumed 

line critical spans, giving the global minimum of the line thermal capacity, and the line 

thermal capacity derived from all line spans. A higher correlation benchmark between 

both ratings is the decisive factor in considering the span as critical. The technique has a 

limited scope as it requires knowledge of one critical span in order to identify the other 

critical spans. The critical span identification technique presented in [5] is similar to the 

identification technique in [6].  

Because the technique ignores the span-topography and terrain levels in critical span 

identification, the derived sagging levels in [5] may be different to those determined by 

considering span topography and terrain variability. The sag across critical spans will 

therefore result in unreliable estimations of distance from the ground. The algorithm also 

does not consider the critical span sagging during static weather conditions and considers 

line loading above the maximum allowable temperature (MAT) limit, which may result 

in excessive sag, reduced tensile strength and increased conductor aging. Additionally, in 

[6] the distance between segments is chosen without consideration of optimal sensor 

placements. The drawback of this random selection can be in terms of weather estimation 

data across each segment and hence across each line span between segments, resulting in 

unreliable line thermal ratings. The critical span identification technique as presented in 

[6] requires a set of monitoring stations to achieve the required confidence level. It means, 

in case of non-availability of the required set of weather stations, monitoring of a selected 

set of spans, rather than every line span across the entire line, can be done. Also, to find 

the correlation-based confidence level between thermal capacity across each span and 

thermal capacity across the whole line, the algorithm will impose a huge computational 

cost for critical span identification. Additionally, as the algorithm does not consider the 

effect of dynamic thermal ratings on span sagging levels, the estimated thermal rating for 

the whole line may result in excessive sagging levels, particularly across the identified 

critical spans. Multiple critical spans exist across a single overhead line. Hence, 

identifying the factors that influence the location and number of critical spans is crucial 

for utility providers [7]. This paper refines the methods proposed in [5]-[7] to identify 

critical line spans based on varying terrain levels not addressed in [5] and sag modelling 

not considered in [6] and [7]. Location of critical spans across any overhead line requires 

knowledge about weather elements and the span topography, the factors that were ignored 

in [8] and [9] while determining the critical spans. The installation of weather monitoring 
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sensors across every span of an overhead line passing through a vast geographical region 

would require a huge capital investment.  

In order to achieve the required accuracy across each line span at a reduced cost, this 

paper introduces a novel method to provide weather data across every span of an overhead 

line passing through a large geographical region while facing multiple weather patterns 

across varying terrains. The proposed technique enhances transmission planning and 

sensor installment by determining the optimal number and location of sensors across each 

segment in the test overhead line to locate critical spans during the entire operation of the 

test line. The proposed technique in this paper fills the gap identified in [1]-[9] by 

considering the weather and span topography individually across each span in all line 

segments of the test overhead line, giving a reliable estimation of critical spans or the 

bottlenecks. The proposed technique provides optimal number and location for sensor 

installation to identify critical spans across the test overhead line. Thermal line ratings 

based on the identified critical spans result in line flow with no ground clearance 

infringements. In addition to critical sag monitoring during dynamic weather conditions, 

the presented approach also considers span sagging levels during static weather 

conditions. The research gap summary over literature [1]-[9] along with contribution of 

this study is shown in Table 1. To fill the research gap illustrated in [1]-[9], this paper 

presents a unique methodology: 

 

i. To determine the optimal number and placement of sensors using a supervised 

sensor placement approach.  

ii. To identify the critical line spans using weather and span length considerations to 

produce no ground clearance infringements in any line span.  

iii.  To determine the temperature and sagging level across all line spans and across 

the identified critical spans to find the minimum line thermal rating capacity 

during both static and dynamic weather conditions. 
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Table 1   Literature, research gap and contributions summary 

Research gap from the literature Contributions of the study 

The study in [1]-[2] considered identification of 
spans with highest temperature or minimum 
loadability without taking into account the span 
topography information along with weather 
elements across each line span. 

An optimization algorithm is developed to find the 
minimum optimum number and sensor placements for 
considering the ambient conditions across the entire 
test line including short distances and remote locations 
to find temperature and sag across each line span 
based on span topography and ambient data available 
from a few weather stations.  

In [3]-[4], a non-uniform line segmentation 
approach was carried out with following 
unaddressed issues:  

¶ Number and placement of segments was 
determined through variation in ambient 
temperature from the threshold.  

¶ Ambient temperature was the only weather 
parameter considered in terms of 
determining the line temperature between 
and across the segments. 

In the developed algorithm, line segmentation is carried 
out under system and component level modelling to 
further assist in the identification of weather and 
topography based critical spans with following 
contributions over [3] and [4]. 

¶ An optimized sensor numbering, and placement 
based on location of reference weather stations 
between the line sending end to the line receiving 
end was obtained.  

¶ The resulting line segments were used to determine 
the weather across and between each line segment 
in the entire line length.   

The approach presented in [5]-[6] for critical 
span identification have left following gaps: 

¶ Critical spans are identified without 
considering the span topography and the 
type of terrains. 

¶ The process to identify critical spans requires 
knowledge about the span with smallest 
ground clearance or minimum thermal 
loadability in advance. 

¶ The techniques are presented under steady-
state thermal line modelling that mainly 
identify time and space independent critical 
spans under thermal equilibrium state due to 
considering the constant weather and 
loading conditions. 
 

The proposed design algorithm fills the gap from [5]-[6] 
with following contributions: 

¶ Critical span identification technique considers span 
topography and the rugged terrains (mainly the 
case in New Zealand) besides span weather 
conditions to accurately determine the number and 
placement of time and space dependent critical 
spans during each loading time interval. 

¶ The proposed technique does not require in 
advance the knowledge of span with minimum 
thermal loadability. 

¶ Non-steady state modelling under realistic loading 
scenarios is considered to validate accuracy and 
computational efficiency of the proposed algorithm 
under time-space dependent ambient, time 
dependent loading and space dependent terrain 
conditions. 

The gaps and contributions from [7]-[9] are: 

¶ The testing was carried out on a single test 
span under steady-state heat-balance [7]. 

¶ In [8], an optimized sensor placement 
technique was designed without considering 
the span sag-temperature relationship. 
The study presented in [9] examined sagging 
across inclined spans and provided the 
detailed mathematical modelling. 

A detailed mathematical modelling approach is 
employed in this paper under non-steady state heat 
balance after addressing the following gaps from [7]-[9]: 

¶ The designed algorithm has considered weather, 
span topography and type of terrains across all line 
spans before deciding the hot spots.  

¶ The presented study provided the proof of concept 
validation with conventional critical span technique 
and is found reliable. 

¶ The study has addressed sagging across both 
levelled and inclined spans while passing through 
flat and non-flat terrains respectively.  
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By considering both geo-spatial weather and temporal loading conditions towards 

affecting the sag across each span of the test line, the proposed critical span identification 

technique provides a true representation of the maximum thermal capacity limit of the 

line. The proposed technique provides an effective solution for computing thermal line 

ratings using real-weather conditions, where utility companies, due to non-availability or 

difficulty in measuring or estimating the real weather conditions across every span of an 

overhead line, are currently obliged to use static thermal line ratings based on 

conservative assumptions that ignore fluctuating time- and space-dependent weather 

conditions. The proposed technique besides involving less computational burden is a 

viable solution for utility companies for determining the thermal capacity of their 

overhead assets effectively and reliably under no ground clearance violations during the 

excess electricity transfer. Critical spans identified under both the conventional and the 

proposed technique are compared to examine the reliability and computational efficiency 

of the proposed technique.  

The rest of the paper is structured as follows: Section 2 highlights thermal line rating and 

discusses the test system and weather modelling. Section 3 presents the design 

methodology of the proposed and conventional critical span identification techniques. 

Section 4 presents the case study. Section 5 provides the obtained results. Section 6 

summarizes the findings of the paper.  

2. Line Model 

2.1. Non-steady state electro-thermal line modelling 

Overhead lines are rated statically and dynamically. In both conditions, the conductor 

rating is calculated using the heat balance between heat gain and heat loss via the heat 

balance equation (HBE) under steady and non-steady state conditions. In this paper, HBE 

was considered under non-steady system state, where, electro-thermally coupled (ETC) 

line modeling [10] was examined. The purpose of utilizing the ETC technique was to 

increase the line utilization and in result remove line congestion and possible load-

shedding, further demonstrated in [10]. The HBE under dynamic or non-steady state 

conditions as shown in (1) consists of heat absorption and heat emission [11]. Heat 

absorption takes place due to load-dependent flow of current in the core and the surface 

of the conductor (╘▼◄) and due to the ability of the conductor to absorb time varying 

solar radiations ╟▼
▼◄. Heat emission is the phenomenon that takes place due to heat 
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convection (╠▼
╬◄) and heat radiation (╠▼

►◄) from the overhead conductor [12]-[13] as 

shown in (1). 

ά ὅz Ὧ Ὑz Ὅz ὸ Ὕz ὸ ὖ ὸ ὗ ὸ ὗ ὸ         ρ                                              

where □ is the conductor mass, ╒ is the conductorôs specific heat capacity measured as 

the ratio between the conductorôs heat capacity and its mass in J/kgϽ°K, ╟▼ ◄ represents 

solar heat gain, ╠╬◄ and ╠►◄ represent convective and radiative cooling, respectively. 

╘▼◄ is the time and line loading-dependent flow of current through span ▼, and ╣▼◄ is 

the space- and time-dependent span temperature. 

The HBE under steady and non-steady system states acts differently, i.e., under steady or 

constant system states, the sum of heat absorption and heat conduction is always identical 

causing the overhead line under thermal equilibrium state. Contrary to that, under 

changing ambient and loading conditions, the difference between heat absorption and heat 

conduction becomes greater than zero leading to thermal inequilibrium state as studied in 

[10]. This additional energy due to involving thermal inertia causes thermal instability in 

the overhead line, further dependent on conductorôs mass and specific heat capacity. In 

this paper, HBE under non-steady thermal state is considered due to a linear relationship 

between span length, conductor mass and thermal inertia that is further needed when 

identifying the line spans with minimum thermal loadability and critical sagging. 

Additionally, the line thermal rating technique under non-steady state can be used to 

accurately determine the maximum optimal capacity of the overhead line and the time it 

can stay overloaded and thereby allowed optimum power flow under safe allowable 

conductor temperature limit.  

In this paper, the test line is loaded from a lower ╘ ◄ loading current to a higher loading 

current ╘ ◄ current causing conductor in heating state ╒▐
□╪●◄ as described in (2) [10] 

and from a higher ╘ ◄ to a lower ╘ ◄ loading current making conductor under the 

cooling state ╒╬
□░▪◄  as described in (3) [10]. The cycle is continued until the test 

overhead line reaches its MAT limit ╣╬
□╪●◄. 

ὅ ὸ
Ὅὸ Ὑz ὸ ὖὸ

“z ὈᶻὝ ὸ Ὕ ὸ
                            ς 

From (3), it is evident that higher conductor diameter ╓ and lower ambient temperature 

╣╪◄ reduce conductor heating and allows more current to flow at lower series AC 

resistance ╡╪╬◄.  
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“z ὈᶻὝ ὸ Ὕ ὸ
                               σ 

 

2.2. Test system modelling 

To testify and validate the proposed algorithm on realistic case scenarios, a realistic test 

system resembling the New Zealandôs north island transmission network (as shown in 

Fig. 1) was modeled in DIgSILENT®. The modelled power system involved two parallel 

overhead lines connected between Huntly power station and the Penrose substation, 

situated in New Zealandôs north island transmission network as shown in Fig. 2. Physical 

dimensions of both overhead lines as taken from [14] are provided in Table 2, where Line-

1, referred to as the test overhead line throughout this paper, is a Grape aluminium 

conductor steel reinforced (ACSR), 86 km in length with an operating voltage of 132 kV. 

The modeled system in Fig. 2 is referred as the test system throughout this paper.  

Fig. 1 Transpowerôs north island transmission network in New Zealand 
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The test overhead line was assumed to have multiple segments and each segment had n 

number of non-equidistant spans. The 10-min interval-based ambient data consisting of 

ambient temperature, wind speed and solar radiation on a hottest day in January-2019 was 

collected from [15] and filtered to 5-min intervals from reference weather stations across 

the route of the subject overhead line as shown in Table 3.  

 

Table 2   Line physical dimensions 

 

Table 3   Line segmentation 

 

 

Fig. 2 Single line diagram of modelled test system 

Overhead Lines Diameter  
(mm) 

Conductor Mass  
(kg/m) 

Coefficient of linear expansion  
x10-6/°C 

Line-1 17.5 0.677 19.4 
Line-2 31.5 1.96 20.6 

Segment Reference weather  

stations 

       Total Number           

       of spans 

Spans near 

weather stations 

 

Huntly-Mangere 

 

Pukekohe & Mangere 

 

            

            457 

            

   

          2 

   

Mangere-Penrose Owairaka 

 

             60           1 
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For the sag modeling, the test overhead line was considered to be a semi-urban type with 

12% ultimate tensile strength (UTS) [14]. Further shown in Fig. 2 and Table 3, the test 

overhead line sending-end at Huntly power station has a nearby weather station at 

Pukekohe. Similarly, the receiving-end of the test line at Penrose substation has a nearby 

weather station at Owairaka. The test overhead line was assumed to run between Huntly 

power station and the Penrose substation with reference weather stations at Pukekohe, 

Mangere and Owairaka with total number of spans as shown in Table 3.  

The line was divided into multiple segments from the line sending-end to the line 

receiving-end, with each segment containing multiple spans with real weather data 

obtained from 3 weather stations [15]. The length of these spans varied between 80 m and 

240 m and were taken from [14], where the longest line spans were assumed to pass 

through varying terrain. The test overhead line spanning over three weather stations with 

each weather station representing a single line span (the line between two towers). 

In the test system, the cost-effective and fast-responsive based re-dispatchable electricity 

generation at Huntly power station was transferred to the load through test line and Line-

2. At the time when Line-2 was disconnected for temporary maintenance, the most 

feasible option to avoid load shedding was to pass excess electricity through the test line 

under the DTR technique in place of costlier and slow-responsive generation dispatch 

from G-2. To mitigate possible congestion (due to N-1 state), the test line was operated 

under the DTR technique. The test overhead line was loaded based on two practical case 

scenarios where the lineôs thermal capacity was checked during the dynamic state of the 

modelled power system. The line current from the test system was fed into the line 

thermal capacity algorithm to find the maximum thermal capacity of the test line under 

the constraints of minimum allowable ground clearance of the critical spans and the lineôs 

MAT limit (set at 80°C).  

 

2.3. Weather modelling 

Due to the limited weather stations near the test overhead line, the weather data across 

spans distant from the weather stations were derived from the weather data across spans 

near to the reference weather stations, as shown in Table 3, using a piece-wise linear 

regression technique [16]. The purpose of using this technique is twofold: 1) it needs few 

inputs to give the desired outputs and 2) the resulting outputs meet the set threshold 

criteria and therefore the estimated unknown parameters fall within the specified data 

range. 
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The derived weather data across spans at each segment-start and segment-end 

(represented as optimal sensor locations, further described in section 3.1) were then used 

to find the unknown weather data for each span in the test line. In (4), parameters related 

to the known weather data are given as the inputs, while the estimated value of weather 

elements across every span in each segment of the test overhead line is the output. 

Ὁὣȿὢ z ὣ ȟὢ  В ὢ z ȿzὣ  ȟὢ ὣ  ȟ ὢ ȿ        (4)  

where ╔╨ȿ╧ is the estimated value of dynamic weather elements (╣╝
╪◄ȟ╥╝

▼◄ȟ╠╝
▼◄) 

across all the line spans in one segment of the test line, from the segment-start to the 

segment-end with respect to span lengths in the whole segment. ♪ is the intercept co-

efficient. ╨□░▪ is the minimum value of weather elements in a segment.  ╧□░▪ is the 

minimum segment distance from the line sending-end. ╧▼ is the distance from the first 

reference weather check-point of the segment to the next consecutive span of the segment.  

♫▼ is the slope parameter of spans (▼ ╝) in every segment of the test line. ╨□╪● is 

the maximum value of weather elements in a segment. ╧□╪● is the maximum segment 

distance from the line sending-end and ╝ is the total number of spans in the entire 

segment. The same procedure is then used for all segments in the test line. 

 

3. Critic al span identification algorithms 

3.1.   Proposed algorithm design overview 

To identify critical spans in the test overhead line, it is considered that any long overhead 

line passing through several geographical regions will face multiple weather conditions 

due to changes in altitude, wind pressure and terrain topography [3]. The flow-chart in 

Fig. 3 presents the proposed methodology to identify multiple critical spans across the 

entire line, operating under both static and dynamic line rating techniques. Fig. 3 further 

illustrates segmenting the test line to identify the critical spans through mathematical 

modelling, described in Step 1 through Step 3 and in Algorithm 1 through Algorithms 

2(a) and 2(b).  After critical span identification, sag-modelling was carried out in Step 4. 
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Fig. 3 Simplified flow-chart for proposed critical span identification 

 

Step 1) Optimal Sensor Placement 

The optimal number and placement of sensor nodes across the test overhead line was 

determined from the line sending-end to the line receiving-end. The sensor placement was 

carried out in such a way that weather data across every line segment was required to 

estimate the weather conditions in every line span. In the calculation, Ὥ represents sensor 

node placement, where 1 represents optimal sensor placement and 0 represents non-

optimal sensor placement. ■ is the length of the test line, 86km in this case. To determine 

the minimum number and optimal placement of the sensor nodes, the sparse-aware sensor 

selection (SparSenSe) technique [17]-[18] was used, as discussed in (5)-(8). 

                              ύᶰπȟρȟὭɴ ᴁὰᴁ                                             υ 

When the i th variable of the selection vector ◌ is 1, the sensor placement is optimal, and 

its corresponding measurement is used over ■. As shown in (6), the first variable of the 

selection vector represents the sending-end of the line while the last variable represents 

the receiving-end of the test overhead line. 

                                  ύ ύ ȟȟỄȟύ ȟ                                  φ  
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Similarly, the size of the vector ◊ȟ representing the line segments as shown in (7), is 

greater than the size of the selection vector ◌ in (6). This means the calculated sensor 

measurement nodes ╜ will be lower than the total number of segments ▪ due to the lack 

of sensor placement across segment-ends near the weather stations over the line length ■. 

This condition is further discussed in Step 2. 

                          ό όȟỄȟό ȟ       ὓ ὲ                                            χ   

The minimum optimization problem in (8) is solved by keeping the mean square error 

(MSE) below the threshold ♬ of 1%. 

                    ύȟόḊ ÁÒÇ άὭὲ  ᴁύᴁ                                          ψ 

ύᶰ πȟρ ȟό                                      

         s.t.     ύȟόᶰ π Ḻρ)}     

 

Equations (5)-(8) represent a linear inequalities problem and are therefore solved using a 

MATLAB -based convex optimization (CVX) toolbox [19]. Steps to find the optimal 

sensor numbers and placements, as shown in Algorithm 1, use the total line length and 

reference node locations from the nearby weather stations as the reference distances to 

initialize the optimum sensor placement technique. 

 

Algorithm -1: minimum sensor number & optimal placements 

Input:   Set ύᶻ ȟ×ÈÅÒÅ π Ḻρȟ to get ύᶻ  0 

Step-1: Determine the optimum sensor placements 

    for   ύᶻ  0 

           ύᶻ   

   optimum sensor placement = SparSenSe [(ό, )]       

    end 

Step-2: Determine the required minimum sensor nodes   

          for  optimum sensor number = ύ ȟȡρȡ ύ ȟ  

   MSE = optimum sensor placement {(1: n), ό}  

    end 

Output:           ×ᶻ  [(ό, MSE)] 
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Step 2) Line Segmentation  

The purpose of line segmentation is to find the individual weather conditions across each 

span of the test overhead line. Due to the limited number of available weather stations 

from the line-sending end to the line-receiving end, weather elements across spans near 

the weather stations were taken as reference values for estimating the unknown weather 

elements across the rest of the segment-ends, as mentioned in Step 2.3. The estimated 

weather data across each segment-end were used to find the unknown weather data at 

every span between two consecutive segments for the entire length of the test line. The 

proposed line segmentation approach is described in detail in Steps 2.1-2.3. 

Step 2.1) Based on the Algorithm 1 output, optimum sensor-placement was carried out 

over the entire test line. The resulting sensor placement was found to divide the line into 

50 non-equidistant segments, where each segment carried one tensioning section ⱴ. The 

minimum distance between two consecutive tensioning sections from the SparSenSe 

technique was found to be 1 km at 18 locations, and the maximum distance obtained was 

7 km at one location. As shown in (9), each segment along a line of length ● consists of 

a tensioning section ⱴ with ▼ spans ranging between 80 m to 240 m in length. The 

resulting non-equidistant spans were arranged by shuffling the array of span elements in 

MATLAB ®. 

 

          ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ḳ ὼ ȟ    ὼ  ȟ   Ễ    ὼ ȟί ρȟςȟỄȟὔ          ω 

The division of ●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟȟỄȟ▪

 segments as shown in (9) was based on an optimal number of 

sensor placements; i.e., a segment was proposed between two sensor nodes, where each 

end of the segment is considered as a weather check-point. Thereafter, each individual 

segment was observed to carry ╝ number of spans ranging between 80 m and 240 m in 

length. The model followed in creating the line segments is further explained in Step 2.2. 

Step 2.2) As shown in (10), the known weather elements across spans near the reference 

weather stations in Table 3 were used to find the unknown weather elements at the 

segments across weather check-points using the linear piece-wise regression technique 

[16, 20] as shown in (4).  

 

                        ὼȡ  Ὕ ὼ ȟὠ ὼ ȟὗ ὼ   

                ὼ ȡ Ὕ ὼ ȟὠ ὼ ȟὗ ὼ          

                   ὼ ȡ Ὕ ὼ ȟὠ ὼ ȟὗ ὼ                      (10) 
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In (10), ●▓
╡ represents the set of weather elements at span ▓ belonging to the first reference 

weather-station; similarly ●▓
╡  represents the set of weather elements at span ▓ ȟ 

belonging to a second reference weather-station and ●▓
╡  represents the set of weather 

elements at span ▓ ȟ belonging to the third reference weather station. 

Step 2.3)  The known weather elements from Step 2.2 across each segment-end of the 

line were used to determine the unknown weather elements at every line span between 

each line segment, using the piece-wise regression technique [16, 20], where to maintain 

accuracy in the estimated weather elements, the threshold Ў╣▐►▄▼▐▫■▀ was kept at πȢρ. To 

meet the Ў╣▐►▄▼▐▫■▀ limit, the proposed line-segmentation technique resulted in a non-

uniformly distributed line model as shown in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 4 Line sag modelling sketch in a tensioning section 

 

Step 3) Critical Span Formulation  

In this step, mathematical modelling of the proposed critical span identification technique 

was used to identify the set of critical line spans. The process of identifying the critical 

line spans in the test overhead line was carried out using the following sub-steps. This 

step was to identify the line spans passing through flat and non-flat terrains that had the 

longest length and faced the highest ambient temperature, lowest wind speed and highest 

solar radiation, using the óspan length weather optimization problemô (SLWOP).  

The optimization problem starts with the segmented line carrying ▪ number of segments, 

where each line segment carries ╝ number of spans with a total set of line spans 

╡▼ ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  from the line sending-end to the receiving-end with a total set of multiple 
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critical ╡╬ ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  spans and a total set of multiple non-critical line 

spans ╡▫ ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  as shown in (11).  

Ὑ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  Ὑ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ  Ὑ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ                ρρ  

ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 as shown in (12) elaborates the modelling procedure in selecting the critical 

line spans that face the highest ambient temperature in a dynamic-weather Scenario. The 

procedure starts by searching for the maximum ambient temperature across all line spans 

lying across ▪ segments of the test overhead line ●ȟȣȟ●▪ from the line sending-end to 

the line receiving-end, to identify the critical spans during loading time ◄. The proposed 

formulation in (12) meets the condition that the obtained critical line span ╬═║ lying 

between towers ═ and ║ carries the longest length of all spans in the total set of line spans  

facing the maximum ambient temperature ╣╬═║
╪  ●▼▄▌

ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪ .  

3,7/0ȡ άὥὼ

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  

В Ὕ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   ɴὝ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ                      ρς         

s.t.   ȟỄȟ  

ȟỄȟ  

 
ȟỄȟ  

άὥὼὒ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   Ὑᶅ ᶰὙ ᶰ

άὥὼ Ὕ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ὸ᷈ȟὝ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ  ὸ᷉ 

Based on the mathematical formulation of ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

, span ╬═║ is an identified critical 

line span lying between towers ═ and ║ in a segment that belongs to a set of multiple 

critical spans ╡╬ that are a subset of the total line span set ╡▼. Further, ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 is subject 

to the required sagging level, i.e., the calculated sag ♪╬═║
●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪ 

 across the identified critical 

span based on the DTR technique is less than the maximum allowable sag ♫▼ȟỄȟ▼╝ 
●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪ 

(see 

Section 5). To find another critical line span at the next loading time ◄ , ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 is 

updated and the procedure is continued until all critical spans are identified. 

Similarly, ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 as shown in (13) elaborates the procedure in selecting the critical 

line spans facing the lowest wind speed in a dynamic-weather scenario. The procedure 

starts searching for the lowest wind speed across all ▪ segments (●ȟỄȟ●▪ ) of the 

overhead line from the line sending-end to the line receiving-end to identify the critical 

spans during loading time ◄. The proposed formulation in (13) meets the condition that 

the obtained critical line span has the longest length. 

3,7/0ȡ άὭὲ

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  

В ὠ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   ɴὠ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ                ρσ   
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s.tȢ  ȟỄȟ  

ȟỄȟ  

 
ȟỄȟ  

άὥὼὒ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   Ὑᶅ ᶰὙ ᶰ

άὭὲ ὠ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ὸ᷈ȟὠ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ  ὸ᷉ 

 

Considering the mathematical formulation of ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

, span ╬═║ from ╡▼ ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  is 

an identified critical line span lying between towers ═ and ║ belonging to the set of 

critical spans ╡╬ that is a subset of the total line span set ╡▼. Further, ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 is subject 

to the required sagging level, i.e., the calculated sag ♪╬═║
●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪ 

across the identified critical 

span based on the DTR technique is less than the maximum allowable sag ♫▼ȟỄȟ▼╝ 
●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪ 

 (see 

Section 5). To find another critical span at the next loading time ◄ , ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 is 

updated and the procedure is continued until all critical spans are identified. 

To consider solar radiation effects in identifying the critical line spans, ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ
ȟ as 

shown in (14), was used to determine the critical line spans facing the highest solar 

radiation in the given weather conditions. The optimization problem starts by searching 

all line spans in (11), selecting those line spans that are the longest in length and face the 

highest solar radiation. The search is carried out across all ▪ segments (●ȟỄȟ●▪ ) of the 

test overhead line during loading time ◄.  The proposed formulation in (14) meets the 

condition that the obtained critical line span ╬═║ lying between tower ═ and ║ carries the 

longest length amongst all spans in the total set of line spans ╡▼ ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  experiencing 

the maximum solar radiation ╠╬═║
▼  ●▼▄▌

ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪ .  

3,7/0ȡ άὥὼ

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  

В ὗ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   ɴὗ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ            ρτ                

s.t.   ȟỄȟ  

ȟỄȟ  

 
ȟỄȟ  

άὥὼὒ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   Ὑᶅ ᶰὙ ᶰ

άὥὼ ὗ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ὸ᷈ȟὗ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ  ὸ᷉ 

 

Based on the mathematical formulation of ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

, span ╬═║ from ╡▼ ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  is an 

identified critical line span lying between towers ═ and ║ which belongs to a set of 

multiple critical spans ╡╬ that further are a subset of the total line span set ╡▼. Further, 

ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 is subject to the required sagging level, i.e., the calculated sag ♪╬═║
●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪ 

across 

the identified critical span based on the DTR technique is less than the maximum 
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allowable sag ♫▼ȟỄȟ▼╝ 
●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪ 

 (see Section 5). To find another critical line span at the next 

loading time ◄ , ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 is updated and the procedure continues until all critical 

spans are identified. 

To locate the critical line spans in the test overhead line, the optimization 

problems ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

, ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 and ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 need to be satisfied until all critical line 

spans are identified in the test line passing through multiple terrains under various weather 

conditions at an allowable distance from the lowest and/or mid-point of the catenary curve 

to the ground. The process is further demonstrated in Algorithms 2(a) and 2(b). 

The proposed algorithm is based on selecting the minimum parameter value for wind 

speed and maximum parameter values for ambient temperature and the solar radiation in 

order to distinguish between critical and non-critical line spans. Similarly, in case of wind 

direction, the proposed algorithm requires to select either minimum or maximum value 

of the wind direction in order to identify the critical spans. It is important to mention that 

the direction of wind speed to conductor axis ranges between 0° and 90°, where 0° 

represents true parallel wind direction to the conductor axis while 90° represents true 

perpendicular wind direction to the conductor axis. Due to difficulty in obtaining the real 

weather data regarding the wind direction across every line span under each loading time 

interval, a fixed true perpendicular wind direction is therefore considered by the proposed 

algorithm and included in ἡἘἥἛἜ as shown in Algorithm 2(a). The reason to consider a 

fixed wind blow perpendicular to the span axis instead of a fixed wind blow parallel to 

the span axis was derived from [21], suggesting that at low wind speeds (that is mainly 

the case across critical spans), true parallel wind flow along overhead lines does not occur 

due to natural turbulence (associated with variable wind direction) occurring at low wind 

speeds.  

Similarly, due to unavailability of field data regarding the orientation of 517 total line 

spans, it is almost impossible to program the algorithm such that it selects the wind 

direction that will provide the least cooling across individual line spans. As the span 

orientation data is important in finding the actual direction of wind speed with respect to 

span axis, their unavailability resulted in considering a fixed wind direction with respect 

to each span axis providing the least conductor cooling towards critical span 

identification. Similarly, as mentioned in [22] due to presence of rugged terrains (mainly 

in New Zealand), the line direction changes extensively. The said reasons result in the 
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selection of fixed wind direction to obtain an optimal solution of critical span 

identification during each loading interval. 

Additionally, as mentioned in [7], wind flow along the conductor axis causes more 

variations in line temperature than the wind flow across the conductor axis. The crossflow 

wind will provide more stable location for the critical spans than the wind blowing down 

the axis of the conductor [7]. Therefore, another reason behind choosing a cross-flow 

wind direction over the concurrent wind flow was to find the stable location of critical 

spans during each loading time interval.  

As in this paper, the primary purpose is to test the proposed algorithm on realistic 

simulated loading scenarios instead of validating it on actual overhead lines in the field, 

hence, the flow of wind direction was chosen such that it would cause least variations in 

line temperature and would result in stable location of critical spans across the entire 

subject overhead line at each loading time interval. Likewise, it is also advantageous for 

transmission system operators to receive less volatile thermal line ratings at each loading 

time towards making the better decisions regarding the line operation and the planning. 

Similarly, as the chosen overhead conductor is smaller than the conductor out for 

maintenance, hence being a smaller conductor and carrying huge loading, it experiences 

large temperature variations based on small changes in load current. 

 

Algorithm 2(a):  temperature across critical spans 

Input: 

ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
ợ

ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
ợ

 Ὕ ȟ          ὗ

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  

ȟ  ὠ

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  Ứ

ủ
ủ
ủ
Ủ

ᶰ

ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
ợ

 ὒ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  Ứ

ủ
ủ
ủ
Ủ

Ứ
ủ
ủ
ủ
ủ
Ủ

ᶰ

3,7/0ȟ3,7/0ȟ3,7/0  

 

Step-1: With the help of the known weather stations data, optimal sensor placement at 

each segment-ends and the obtained number of spans in each line segment, the unknown 

weather data across each line span is used to estimate the set of weather elements across 

each critical span of the test line and is given as an input to this algorithm. 

for    ὼȟὼ ȟὼ   

Ὑ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  Ὑ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ  Ὑ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   
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 Ὕ ȟὠ ȟὗ   

Step 2: Due to absence of field rating data, a perpendicular direction of wind speed — to 

the axis of critical spans is considered (based on practice as followed in [13]). The 

ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 formulation is updated after wind direction consideration. 

for  — ωπЈ 

ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
ợ

 —ȟ
Ј

ᶰ

ụ
Ụ
Ụ
Ụ
ợ

 ὒ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   

ᶪ ᶰ ᶰ  
ȟỄȟ  Ứ

ủ
ủ
ủ
Ủ

Ứ
ủ
ủ
ủ
ủ
Ủ

ᶳ 3,7/0  

Step 3: The resulting ambient-span length data from step 1, the critical span formulations 

from ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

, ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

 and ἡἘἥἛἜ
ⱴ

,wind direction (normal to span axis)-span 

length data from step 2, and the lineôs physical dimensions were used as input to line 

rating techniques to find the line temperature across the identified critical spans in each 

segment of the test line and thus obtain the temperature across the most critical span of 

the line at time ◄ and at subsequent timings, i.e., in case of DTR, 

             for   Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ    N άὥὼВ Ὅ ᶳὍὲὴόὸ 

Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   άὥὼ Ὕ ȟ  ὼ  ȟỄȟὝ ȟ  ὼ   

where, the maximum line current ╘□╪● (based on Scenarios A & B) found at the MAT 

limit at loading time ◄ and the subsequent loading times in the presence of real weather 

conditions were passed through each critical span in all line segments  ●▼▄▌
ⱴȟỄȟⱴ▪  to obtain 

the maximum critical span temperature using the DTR technique ╣╓╣╡. Similarly, in the 

case of STR, ╘□╪● found at MAT limit at loading time ◄ and the subsequent loading times 

in presence of assumed-weather conditions were passed through each critical span in all 

line segments  ●▼▄▌
ⱴ ȟỄȟⱴ▪  to obtain the maximum critical span temperature under the STR 

technique ╣╢╣╡, i.e., 

for   Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ    N άὥὼВ Ὅ ᶳὍὲὴόὸ 

         Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   άὥὼ Ὕ ȟ  ὼ  ȟỄȟὝ ȟ  ὼ   

 

where, ╣╢╣╡ was found after assuming the worst weather across each span of the test line. 

The resulting critical span-based temperature was thereafter used as the maximum 

temperature of the entire line during that time and line loading, and then for subsequent 

loading time intervals.    
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Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ     Ὕ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ   Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ    

   end 

Output:   Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   ȟὝ ȟ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ      

 

Algorithm 2(b):  sag across critical spans 

 

Input:    Ὕ ȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ȟὝ ȟ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ    

Step 1: The critical span-temperature from Algorithm-2(a) with span-topography and 

physical dimensions under both line rating techniques is used as an input to the line sag 

modelling to result in sagging across the critical spans. Due to dynamic weather 

conditions, the sag across critical line spans in presence of the actual weather (ὛὥὫ ) 

is lower than the sag under the worst weather (ὛὥὫ). 

for      ὛὥὫȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ᴺ Ὕ ȟ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ   

    ὛὥὫȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ   N  Ὕ ȟ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ    

ὛὥὫȟ

ȟỄȟ  

ȟỄȟ  

 

ȟỄȟ  

ὛὥὫȟ

ȟỄȟ  

ȟỄȟ  

 

ȟỄȟ  

 

end 

Output:     ὛὥὫȟ  ὼ
ȟỄȟ  ȟὛὥὫȟ  ὼ

ȟỄȟ   

 

 

Step 4) Sag Modelling  

The last step of the proposed technique is sag modelling of the identified critical line 

spans under static and dynamic weather conditions as shown in Algorithm 2(b). This 

study considered sagging across spans passing through both flat and non-flat terrains to 

better represent the change in movement of the lowest point(s) across the test overhead 

line. As obtained from the results (see Section 5), this movement in the lowest point (s) 

across the conductor changes from mid-span (in flat spans) to the lower suspension point 

(in non-flat spans). Span sagging was obtained by inputting the static and dynamic 

ampacity-based span temperature and the span lengths in (1)-(7) from [23] during both 

static and dynamic weather conditions under both scenarios. In addition to weather and 

loading conditions, span length is also an important factor in causing span sagging [23, 

24] and is therefore considered in SLWOP.  
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Based on the obtained results, spans of smaller lengths facing the worst weather were 

found to exhibit minimum sagging even at loading temperatures above the MAT limit; 

hence such spans, despite facing conductor temperatures above the safe allowable limit, 

were still categorized as non-critical line spans because of the clearance margin available. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that span-length is an important factor in determining span 

sagging, in addition to weather conditions, and thus cannot be neglected when identifying 

critical line spans. This important factor is however ignored in the critical-span 

identification techniques proposed in [5]-[8]. 

 

3.2. Proposed versus conventional algorithm implementation overview 

The conventional critical span identification technique as discussed in this paper starts by 

back-calculating the temperature across each line span through ampacity and weather 

conditions surrounding individual spans in the entire test overhead line. On the other 

hand, the proposed technique in this paper under SLWOP methodology searches each 

line span to identify the spans with longest length and worst ambient conditions, further 

represented as critical spans. After initial critical span identification, the proposed 

technique calculates their temperature and the sagging-levels by allowing the maximum 

allowable current (ampacity) through the test overhead line. The spans with minimum 

thermal loadability are identified as critical spans and validated using the conventional 

technique. The procedure to find the sagging across critical (proposed technique) and all 

line spans (conventional technique) is illustrated in the flow chart as shown in Fig. 5. 

The convergence of proposed technique to identify critical spans from all line spans took 

at average ~10 times lower computational time than the conventional technique for the 

same overhead line when executed in Intel Core i7-8700 CPU@3.2 GHz, 32.0 GB RAM 

system under a single Scenario condition from t= 20 min to t= 25 min. The proposed 

technique can therefore be considered as reliable, fast, efficient and computationally 
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inexpensive in identifying critical spans in a large overhead line passing through multiple 

terrains traversing varied geographical regions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5 Critical span identification through proposed and conventional algorithms 
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4. Case study  

4.1. Background 

To find the maximum thermal capacity, the test line was loaded under multiple time- and 

space-dependent weather conditions until it reached the maximum safe thermal limit. The 

applied loading conditions in the following Scenarios determined the lineôs ability to 

relieve congestion with no ground clearance infringement. The 10-min interval based 

ambient variables on a hottest day in January-2019 were taken from the weather stations 

as shown in Table 3 along the route of the test overhead line. The typical day selection 

was based on obtaining the less favourable weather conditions to find critical spans and 

their influence to limiting the line DTR.  

Two case scenarios are carried out in this study to analyse the capacity of the test line to 

overcome possible congestion. The resulting congestion may jeopardise the system 

reliability if the test line is not provided with reliable ambient data across each span 

regardless of their orientation and location. The retrieval of weather data across each line 

span will enable the possibility of applying the DTR technique such that the line delivers 

optimum electricity at maximum potential and at no risk of thermal and voltage 

violations. This study helps in individual monitoring of span weather conditions to better 

estimate the ambient variable distribution across the entire route of the test line toward 

reliable line flow.   

 

4.2.  Scenario-A      Line outage       

This scenario presents the N-1 contingency state in result of the Line-2 shutdown, making 

the test line to dispatch excess electricity. Following the N-1 contingency, the resulting 

line load may increase congestion across the test line mainly due to presence of line hot 

spots and due to their possible remote location from the weather stations toward receiving 

the reliable ambient data at each loading. The obtained results further indicate that the 

test line under DTR technique is capable to overcome the subsequent loading in 

comparison to the STR technique. Under this case scenario, the test line is investigated 

through static and dynamic weather conditions in the presence of a 55 MW base load 

from t=0 min to t= 30 min. At t=10 min, the adjacent overhead line on the same tower 

was disconnected (simulating the need to carry out maintenance work) for 10 min and 

was thus restored at t=20 min. DTR-and static thermal rating (STR)-based conductor 

temperatures for critical spans in this Scenario are shown in Table 4. 
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Table 4   Critical spans temperature under Scenario       A 

 

 

4.3.  Scenario-B        Emergency overloading 

The test overhead line in Scenario-B was examined under elevated time-domain load 

conditions. From t=0 min to t= 5 min, line loading was investigated under static and 

dynamic weather conditions in the presence of critical spans under a 55 MW base load, 

resulting in critical span temperatures as shown in Table 5. At t=5 min, the base load was 

increased 1.3 p.u. At t=10 min, an additional increment to 1.5 p.u. was carried out, further 

continued to 1.8 p.u. at t=15 min and 2.0 p.u. at t=20 min. At t= 25 min, the adjacent line 

on the same tower in the double AC circuit was restored while the test line was under 

twice the base load. At t=30 min, 0.2 p.u. load decrement was undertaken across the test 

overhead line.  

The obtained results as shown in Table 5 indicate that, at t=20 min, when the test line 

experienced the worst loading combined with the worst weather, the DTR-based 

temperature across all critical spans was found slightly above the MAT limit of the test 

line, i.e., across critical span-1, it was found to 1.26% above, across critical span-2 and 

critical apsn-3 was found 1.08% and 1.67% respectively. The STR based temperature 

across all identified critical line spans was found above the MAT limit from t=0 min to 

t=25 min due to excess demand from the load side. 

 

 

 

Time  

(min.) 

Line-1 

Current   

(A) 

Critical Span-1 

Temperature (°C) 

Critical Span-2 

Temperature (°C) 

Critical Span-3 

Temperature (°C) 

 

DTR 

 

STR 

 

DTR 

 

STR 

 

DTR 

 

STR 

 

0 

 

405 40.33 61.92 40.38 61.92 40.42 

 

61.92 

 
5 

 
405 40.96 61.92 41.34 61.92 41.26 61.92 

 

10 

 

536 54.26 84.48 54.97 84.48 54.84 84.48 

 
15 

 
536 53.34 84.48 54.35 84.48 54.71 84.48 

 

20 

 

536 53.80 84.48 53.66 84.48 54.37 84.48 

 
25 

 
405 43.53 70.56 43.48 70.56 43.25 70.56 

 

30 

 

405 41.13 61.92 41.18 61.92 40.29 61.92 
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Table 5   Critical spans temperature under Scenario       B 

 

 

5. Results 

The conventional critical span identification technique starts by back-calculating the line 

temperature across each span through ampacity and surrounding weather conditions for 

each line span as shown in Fig. 5. The proposed technique under SLWOP methodology, 

as shown in Fig. 5 searches each line span to identify the spans with longest length and 

worst ambient conditions, further represented as critical line spans in the test line.  

The design technique thereafter calculates the temperature and sagging across the 

identified critical spans by allowing the maximum allowable current (ampacity). The 

spans with the highest levels of sagging were then identified as critical spans and 

validated using the conventional technique. The line temperature across each span was 

used to find the individual span sagging. 

 

5.1. Conventional technique based critical span sagging 

When implemented from t=20 min to t=25 min under the worst loading conditions in 

Scenario-B, the conventional technique resulted in three critical span identifications at 

42.92 km, 48.34 km and 55.64 km from the line sending-end, as shown in Fig. 6. 

 

Time  

(min.) 

Line-1 

Current   
(A) 

Critical Span-1 

Temperature (°C) 

Critical Span-2 

Temperature (°C) 

Critical Span-3 

Temperature (°C) 

 
DTR 

 
STR 

 
DTR 

 
STR 

 
DTR 

 
STR 

0 536 50.52 84.48 50.55 84.48 50.54 84.48 

5 596 57.31 84.48 57.68 84.48 57.57 84.48 

10 636 65.49 84.48 66.24 84.48 66.10 84.48 

15 696 72.45 84.48 73.40 84.48 73.59 84.48 

20 737 81.01 84.48 80.87 84.48 81.34 84.48 

25 553 58.77 84.48 58.72 84.48 58.50 84.48 

30 479 47.77 70.53 47.81 70.53 46.92   70.53 
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Fig. 6 Critical spans identification through conventional technique 
 

 

5.2. Proposed technique based critical span sag-temperature validation 

Based on results as shown in Fig. 7, the proof of concept of the proposed algorithm is 

validated. The results were obtained under worst loading conditions from t=20 min to 

t=25 min across the test line with all identified critical line spans passing through flat 

terrains. The results indicate that the proposed algorithm resulted in the same set of critical 

spans at the same locations as obtained under the conventional technique.  

Fig. 7 Sag and temperature across all critical line spans passing through flat terrains based on 

conventional and proposed techniques under Scenario-B from t= 20 min to t= 25 min 












































































































