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Abstract

In recent years, telecommunication technologies have witnessed exponential growth,

especially in the cellular communications and wireless sensor networks. To meet the

demand of increasing transmission capacity, it is necessary to improve the signal to

noise ratio of cellular communication channels and enable multiple frequency bands

operations. It is difficult to design a mobile device with multi-standard antennas.

Passive antennas have reached their limit, and the use of a frequency reconfigurable

antenna to extend operational bandwidth is a promising solution. A reconfigurable

antenna can be considered as one of the key elements in future wireless communication

transceivers. By using reconfigurable antennas, the total antenna volume can be reused,

thus leading to a compact system design.

Due to advancement in modern communication systems, mobile devices are becoming

more compact. Motivated by this requirement, we propose a new design for compact

reconfigurable antennas. These antennas operate in different bands and shows good

agreement results. A novel dual band reconfigurable antenna with horizontal and

vertical polarization was demonstrated. Its frequency and polarization reconfigurability

has useful applications in tracking, sending and radar, etc. The current distribution and

mathematical analysis of different mode justify the proposed concept.

Compact size along with the multi-band functionality is the great need of current

electronic and communication industry. For this purpose, different novel frequency

reconfigurable monopole antennas are proposed. One antenna offers a wideband mode
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of 3-8GHz along with narrow bands at various frequencies of 2.1 GHz, 2.25 GHz, 2.45

GHz, 3.3 GHz, 3.5 GHz, and 8 GHz. Other antennas are proposed for 5G sub-6-GHz

band, which make it suitable candidate for 2.1 GHz 4G-LTE band, 2.45 GHz ISM band,

5G-sub-6-GHz band and S-band satellite applications.

Flexible antenna have gained much attention in wearable electronics industry. To cover

this, a hybrid frequency and pattern reconfigurable antenna is presented. The frequency

of the proposed antenna can be shifted from 2.1 GHz to 1.8 GHz by switching the state of

both diodes in OFF and ON-state, respectively. For the ISM band applications, another

capacitor loaded DGS flexible antenna is explored. The strong agreement between

simulated and measured results for both conformal and non-conformal conditions makes

the proposed work a promising candidate for the applications operating in 3G, 4G, LTE,

GSM, and ISM bands.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Background

Antenna plays an important role in the performance of any wireless communication

system. An antenna can be defined as a structure, which is associated with the transition

region between free space and guiding medium that transmits and receives the elec-

tromagnetic waves. It functions as a transducer, which transforms the electric signals

into radio waves at the transmitting end and converts the radio waves back into the

electric current at the receiving end. The antenna carries an altering current, which

generates an EM field around the wire that varies in the same manner as the current

does. If another conducting wire is placed near the antenna, the electromagnetic field

will induce a weaker electric current in the wire.

Antennas finds their applications in radios, television, RADAR, cell phones, and space-

craft. Antennas can be classified according to different applications: radio antennas,

television antennas or vehicle antennas. Antennas vary in terms of coverage. Antenna

may also be classified according to installation location, such as: indoor antennas and

outdoor antennas.

In the last few decades, the ever-increasing demand for high data rate communication
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has made the wireless systems the fastest growing sector of the communication industry.

As the name suggests, wireless communications refer to the transmission of data without

using wires, cables or any other type of conducting materials. Initially, the minor portion

of EM spectrum was utilized in optical devices but with the advancement in technology,

the communication systems are also utilizing the electromagnetic spectrum outside the

visible region. For example, the cellular systems have evolved from the first generation

(1G) analogue system to the fifth generation (5G) high-speed digital system. Antenna

is a vital part of the communication system and a wireless communication. It helps

not only to transmit the message but also to receive it. Since the advent of the wireless

technology, the compact size, high performance (in terms of coverage, capacity, and

transmission quality) and low cost antenna has huge demand in the market.

Incorporating several communication standards within a single system is the major

necessity of modern wireless communication to operate at multiple frequencies for

different applications. A straightfoward solution is to use multiple antennas, each for

a frequency band. However, this solution will increase the cost and the complexity

of the communication system. In addition, it creates the mutual coupling problem,

which in turn degrades the performance of the antenna. Dual-band antennas mitigate

the effects of electromagnetic interference and distortion, thus offering preferred usage

over single-band antennas. Dual-band antennas are indispensable in order to simplify

the communication structures for multi-standard operation, high data rate, saving cost,

reducing size and eliminating undesirable coupling between antennas.

1.2 Motivation

With the recent advancement in the telecommunication industry, there is ever-increasing

demand of compact, high speed mobile devices. Antenna is the vital part of every

wireless communication system and electronic device, and it has vast applications like
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vehicular communication, Internet of Things (IoTs), global positioning systems (GPS),

global system for mobile communication (GSM), Bluetooth, wireless local area network

(WLAN), and satellite communications. Mostly antennas designed for a specific

application have constant functional properties (fixed polarization, radiation pattern,

and frequency). However, to cope with modern wireless communication networks that

requires the integration of multiple radios into a single device, the implementation of

fixed frequency band antenna can lead to several problems , e.g. very large volume,

complex circuitry, and low efficiency. To address these problems, multiband and smart

antennas are required. However, it remains challenging to support multiple wireless

standards with the limitation of mobile devices in size and circuit complexity.

To address the current and future demands of the increasing number of mobile sub-

scribers and their high data rate multimedia applications, it is of great interest to design

flexible, small size, controllable, and easily adjustable antenna. Reconfigurable antennas

have become a promising solution. They can support multiple frequency band and

improve the spectrum utilisation efficiency. Increasing attention is being drawn to

reconfigurable antennas due to their compact size, low cost, less complex, more feasible,

and planar design. Reconfigurable antennas can be achieved by changing the frequency,

polarization, and radiation pattern properties according to the requirement.

1.3 Objectives

The objective of this doctoral work is to proposed reconfigurable antennas from their

actual state as a conceptual structure into a practical reconfigurable antenna architecture.

The specific goals pursued in this work focus on defining new geometries to reduce

the antenna complexity and also on the performance evaluation of the antenna re-

configurability. These goals range from the conceptualization of the reconfigurable

antenna geometry and new technological approaches, to experimental characterization
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techniques and the theoretical derivation of figures-of-merit, and are listed below:

1. Propose novel antenna geometries and new conceptual architectures to improve

the antenna reconfigurability while reducing the required number of switches

and/or the overall complexity of the antenna. These geometries must remove

the high level of redundancy of the existing reconfigurable antennas. Alternative

conceptual architectures must explore new roles of reconfigurable antenna, for

instance as patch slot antenna.

2. Explore switching and reconfiguration technologies for novel reconfigurable an-

tennas. Analyze the capabilities of existent semiconductor switches and develop

new reconfiguration technologies to reduce insertion losses, increase isolation,

decrease actuation power and in general to improve the switch and the reconfigur-

able antenna performances

3. Enhance the knowledge about the maximum reconfiguration capabilities of patch

slot antennas. Existing publications explore specific optimized configurations,

but leave unexplored the full reconfiguration properties of the antenna. The full

frequency reconfiguration range and the complete diversity of radiation patterns

must be characterized to properly judge the reconfiguration level of reconfigurable

antennas.

4. Derive figures-of-merit to evaluate the reconfiguration level of monopole antennas

and its impact over the system-level performance. Specific figures-of-merit to

quantify antenna reconfigurability are not yet available in the current literature,

even though being crucial to compare and determine which reconfigurable antenna

designs provide higher performance.
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1.4 Research Questions

The inappropriate feeding network, larger antenna size, complex reconfigurable mech-

anism in current research on reconfigurable antennas motivate us to further reduce the

antenna size to cope up with modern wireless communication standards. The research

questions are given below:

1. Is it possible to design simple and low profile antenna design?

2. What are the most accurate,less complex and simple biasing techniques that will

not affect the radiation pattern and overall antenna efficiency?

3. What are best possible methods for flexible materials fabrication and the integra-

tion of the lumped components with wearable devices?

4. Is it possible to integrate multiple reconfigurability techniques into one design ?

1.5 Original Contribution

The main contribution of this thesis is as follows:

• Compact Reconfigurable PIFA Antennas for Mobile Devices.

This work is comprised of frequency reconfigurable microstrip planar inverted-F

antenna (PIFA) antenna. The compact antenna size 44mm× 14mm is mounted on

FR4-substrate. Two PIN diodes are used to resonate the antenna at GSM 850/900,

GLONASS 1616, DCS 1800, PCS 1900, and UMTS 2100 frequency bands. The

antenna achieves omnidirectional radiation pattern for different frequencies.

The second design presents the design of a compact PIFA with reconfigurable

dual resonance frequency of 800 MHz and 1.4 GHz, and switchable horizontal

and vertical polarization for mobile devices. By controlling the ON/OFF states
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of two PIN diodes, four operation modes (combinations of two frequencies and

two polarizations) can be achieved. The proposed antenna has a gain of 3.7 dBi,

efficiency of up to 92%, and a reflection coefficient of less than -10 dB over the

resonant bands for both horizontal and vertical polarization.

• Design of Reconfigurable Antenna for Multiple Band Applications

The proposed multiband multi-mode frequency reconfigurable antenna comprises

of a simple geometrical structure along with compact overall size of 15mm

× 30mm × 1.6mm. The proposed compact size antenna could be a potential

candidate for portable devices operating inside Wi-Max, WLAN, 5G-sub-6GHz,

S-band, and X-band.

Another frequency reconfigurable antenna is proposed to cover sub 6 GHz. By

changing the states of two PIN diodes, resonance in the sub 6 GHz band (2.5 GHz,

3.5 GHz, and 3.7-4.2 GHz) is achieved. When both diodes are ON, it resonate

at 2.18-2.36 GHz, 2.68-3.32 GHz, and 3.75-4.50 GHz. In dual-band case, when

both diodes are OFF, the resonance frequency is 2.25-2.58 GHz, and 3.5-4.46

GHz.

Next, an 8-band frequency reconfigurable antenna is presented. The antenna can

operate in four dual-band modes. The antenna has a size of 18mm × 18mm ×

1.6mm.

• Flexible Frequency and Radiation Pattern Reconfigurable Antenna

For hybrid reconfigurable antennas, this thesis presents a compact frequency

and pattern reconfigurable flexible antenna for heterogeneous applications. A

triangular monopole antenna with a semicircular stub is made frequency and

pattern tunable by connecting and disconnecting two inverted L-shaped stubs

utilizing PIN diodes. The antenna features a compact size of 40mm × 50mm
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× 0.254mm, while the operational bandwidth is from 1.65 GHz to 2.51 GHz

with pattern reconfigurability of 180◦ in the E-plane. The antenna is a promising

candidate for heterogeneous applications including the GSM band (1800 and 1900

MHz) and ISM band (2.4 GHz) along with well-known cellular communication

bands of 3G, 4G, and LTE bands ranging from 1700-2300 MHz around the globe.

The last antenna presented in this thesis features a compact dual-band flexible

antenna. The antenna geometry consists of serpentine shaped to achieve a compact

size antenna and defected ground structure (DGS) was used to improve matching

for the lower resonance band. Furthermore, an additional capacitor is loaded in

the DGS to achieve the higher resonance band. The antenna geometry consists

of simple structure and shows a compact size of 78mm × 40mm × 0.254mm.

To validate the design, an antenna prototype is fabricated, and a comparison of

various performance parameters is presented.
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1.7 Thesis Organization

The rest of the thesis is organized as follows:

Chapter 2 starts with the history of the reconfigurable antennas, then explains the

current research on the different reconfigurable techniques. From physical to optical

reconfiguration techniques, including electrical and material-based methods to attain

the reconfigurability, are explained in detail. Reconfigurable properties like frequency,

radiation pattern, polarization are investigated with examples. The importance of the

reconfigurable antenna in wearable technology, band-notching and some other latest
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applications in modern communications systems like MIMO, SDR, and wireless sensing

are also included at the end of the chapter.

Chapter 3 presents the frequency reconfigurable PIFA antennas. First, a compact

frequency reconfigurable antenna using two PIN diodes were designed to cover GSM

850/ 900 and UMTS 2100 frequency bands. The measurement results show the good

agreement with simulated results. In second design, hybrid reconfigurable PIFA antenna

was presented. The antenna by using four PIN diodes operates at 800 MHz and 1.4

GHz frequency by switching between horizontal and vertical polarization. The antenna

design and working principle is also explained in detail.

Chapter 4 presents three frequency reconfigurable antennas for different wireless

applications. It starts with the monopole frequency reconfigurable antenna, which

consists of two stubs that are connected with the help of PIN diodes. Next, microstrip

patch antenna is designed. It is based on a wideband antenna, subsequently is converted

into frequency reconfigurable antenna. Two V-shaped slots are etched on the triangle

patch, and PIN diodes are inserted to get the required frequency. In third design, a

compact octaband monopole frequency reconfigurable antenna was presented in detail.

The proposed antennas were also compared with state-of-the-art-works.

Chapter 5 demonstrates two reconfigurable antennas on flexible material. The antenna

consists of semicircular patch on the triangular radiator with two L-shaped stubs. PIN

diodes are used to connect between stubs and radiator. With a fabricated antenna, the

measurement results are verified against simulated results, and good agreement was

achieved. The bending analysis in X & Y axis direction is also studied. In second work,

the serpentine and DGS shape radiator loaded with capacitor is design. The proposed

antenna resonates at 850 MHz and 2520 MHz frequency.

Chapter 6 concludes the whole research work and provides recommendations for the

future work in reconfigurable antenna designs.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

2.1 History of Reconfigurable Antenna

The concept of reconfigurable antennas was investigated since the late 1990s, and

recently it gained much attention in industry and research due to the advancement

in modern wireless communication systems. In the early 1920s, some antenna with

reconfigurable properties were designed to tune the frequency and to steer the beam.

However, the shifting between the frequencies and their characteristics parameters were

controlled by external parameters.

The initial work related to the frequency reconfigurability was presented in a patent by

Norton in 1926 [1], and the frequency shifting was achieved by using variable inductive

loading. In the early 1930s, another reconfigurable antenna consists of the nulls in

the form of the two-element array was explained in [2], and it was steered by using

a calibrated variable phase changer to determine the direction of arrival of a signal.

The radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna was presented in [3] as shown in Figure

2.1. It is rhombic-wire antenna and motor with counterweights was used to change the

dimension and angles of the proposed antenna. The multiple-unit steerable antenna

(MUSA) was the combination of a six-element array of rhombic antennas with phase

13



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

shifters [4], and the beams were steered in the elevation plane.

The development of antennas with radiation pattern agility took place towards the

1940s,which was mainly driven by the World War II when beam-scanning antennas

played a key role in radar applications. The main techniques to achieve beam scanning

were movable, multi-feed reactors and phased-arrays. However, one can argue that these

designs are not reconfigurable antennas since there is not a clear interaction between the

reconfiguration and the radiation mechanism. Another example of a frequency tunable

antenna was found in a patent by E. Werndl in 1942, where it is proposed to adjust the

length of the dipole antenna by using a liquid metal [5]. This array had 13 rotary phase

changers for beam steering [6].

The combination of reconfiguration and radiation was explained by Rotman and Maestri

in 1960, and it behave as reconfigurable antennas [7]. In this technique, the modes

of the radiation waveguide were switched electromechanically to get the different

radiation beams. Some years after the first frequency tunable antennas, the first design

of antennas with steerable radiation pattern appeared. In 1979, “reconfigurability"was

defined as “the ability to adjust beam shapes upon the command” [8]. The authors used

a six-beam antenna to dynamically change the coverage area for a communications

satellite. Several additional papers reported other reconfigurable space-based arrays.

Moreover, the first patent on frequency tunning and polarization switching antenna was

claimed by Schaubert in [9]. The mostly early design reconfigurable antennas lack of

few functions with huge physical control, but they opened new paths for the research on

antenna reconfigurability.

In the 1990s, the advancement in the cellular networks, vast development of wireless

sensor networks, and telecommunication-based services open a new era of modern

communication systems. To make the wireless system robust and portable was the

priority at that time. Additionally, in the following years, other wireless standards

(e.g. Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiMAX), Wireless local area
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Figure 2.1: Beam steerable rhombic antenna [3]

network (WLAN), Bluetooth, Global Positioning System (GPS), Universal Mobile

Telecommunications System (UMTS) were introduced in the market to fulfil the desire

of modern communication systems. To support different wireless standards and cover

the wide area to for quality service, a single wireless device must be powerful to provide

the high data rate, strong reliability, and high efficiency. To address that, multiple fixed

frequency antennas create a big challenge for hand-held mobile devices.

In the 2000s, many reconfigurable antennas were reported on the different designs of

frequency shifting, radiation pattern and polarization switching applications [10, 11].

Due to the recent development in the modern communication systems, the pace of the

research of reconfigurable antenna has been speed up.

As mentioned previously, the physical modification technique is not always reliable.

Electronic switching is a promising technology, which was implemented in many of the

latest designs. Smart materials were also incorporated in the recent designs [12, 13, 14].

Furthermore, other novel designs investigated the printed antenna technology, which

can be easily integrated with switching / tuning elements. Many antenna types like

monopole, patch, Yagi-Uda, and dipole have been explored in the last few decades.

However, it remains a significant challenge to create a multi-mode, multi-functional

integrated antenna to cope up with the latest wireless communication systems.
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2.2 Reconfigurable Techniques

The concept of reconfigurability in the context of an antenna refers to the capability

to change its characteristic antenna electrical parameters through electric or mechanic

mechanisms. Ideally, a reconfigurable antenna is designed to change the resonant

frequency, input impedance, bandwidth, polarization, and radiation pattern as a function

of the required systems. Broadly speaking, there are five different mechanisms to

reconfigure an antenna, which are discussed as follows.

2.2.1 Physical Reconfigurable Antenna

Physical reconfiguration is one basic and classic technique that was used in the early

designs. Under this category, the antenna characteristics can be modified by changing

the antenna structure by mechanical systems. Over time, innovative ideas were de-

veloped by implementing the actuation methods, and this helps to change the antenna

structure by shifting radiation parts to get the reconfigurable antenna parameters. For

example, devices like stepper motors, linear actuators were implemented to fully or

partially modify the antenna dimension. The motor-control based [15], and rotatable

antennas [16] were successfully demonstrated. Moreover, reconfigurable antennas

based on electrostatic/magnetic actuator were also presented in [17], and they achieved

satisfactory results. A frequency reconfigurable antenna consisting of parasitic elements

was presented in [18] as shown in Figure 2.2 (a), and frequency is tuned with the help

of a piezoelectric actuator. In another example, as shown in Figure 2.2 (b), where

frequency reconfiguration is obtained by adjusting the inclination angle, and it was mag-

netically controlled to get the required resonant frequency [17]. Besides these, physical

adjustment by using the liquid metals can also be used to attain the reconfigurability in

the form of the stretchable antennas [19] as shown in Figure 2.2 (c).

Although physical modification has been presented successfully in many designs, it has
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some drawbacks like slow speed, less life cycle and dependence on the antenna physical

dimensions. Despite these, it is still a promising technology for higher frequency band

application where other technologies are limited due to some electrical characteristics.

(a) (b)

(c)

Figure 2.2: (a) peizoelectric actuator [18] (b) magnetic actuator [17] (c) electromechan-
ical system [19]

2.2.2 Electrical Switching Reconfigurable Antenna

The electrical mechanism is the most promising technology for antenna reconfiguration

as it is easily integrable and highly compatible with low profile antenna technology. In

this technique, no physical adjustment technology is required to change the antenna

parameter to get the required frequency/radiation pattern/ polarization. Some lumped
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elements are inserted at the strategic locations of an antenna for the reconfiguration

purpose. There are two types of electrical reconfiguration technology-one is using radio

frequency (RF) switch like PIN diode, RF micro-electromechanical system (MEMS)

and GaAs field-effect transistor (FET) [20], and the other one is using tunable capacitors

through varactor diodes. These switching elements can produce the change in impedance

matching, surface current distribution and electrical behaviour of an antenna [21].

A PIN diode consists of heavily doped p-type and n-type regions, which are separated

by lightly doped intrinsic region. It behaves as good RF-switch by shifting between

forward and reverse biasing states. It has a very low resistance at high frequencies in

forward biasing and behaves as an open circuit in the reverse-biased state. In addition,

it is current-controlled, so it takes very few milliwatts power to turn on the diodes. They

are widely used in practice due to their properties like high reliability, low insertion

loss, ability to control large RF signal power and fast switching speed.

The counterparts of PIN diodes are the RF-MEMS, which are considered as tiny

mechanical switch. The RF-MEMS uses low power consumption, low insertion loss,

high isolation and better linear properties. The polarization reconfigurable antenna

using RF-MEMS switches were explained in [22]. The antenna consists of the ring

slot and feeds with coupled ring slot aperture. A stub is added to generate the circular

polarization (CP), and RF-MEMS switches are inserted to switch the polarization

between linear and circular as shown in Figure 2.3. The measurement results show that

antenna impedance bandwidth is of 22.90% and 3dB axial ratio bandwidth is 13.07%.

However, it is not a good candidate for microwave and millimeter wave (mmWave)

frequencies due to bad power handling capabilities and expensive packing process to

protect it against the environment.

Despite the numerous advantages, RF switches have some issues like the non-linearity

of the switches, signal loss and interference due to biasing circuit, which disturb the

impedance matching and reduce the antenna efficiency. The coupling between the
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biasing circuit and antenna radiation elements can degrade the antenna performance

parameters as well. Techniques to reduce the coupling include minimizing the length of

biasing line, and if possible, using the available biasing circuit, putting biasing lines

on the less intense near field (e.g. on the ground plane). Another method is to load the

biasing line inductively or on a high resistive material.

(a) (b)

Figure 2.3: (a) Antenna prototype with integration of RF-MEMS (b) setup for radiation
pattern measurement [22]

2.2.3 Material Based Reconfigurable Antenna

The smart material with tunable properties is another prominent technology for antenna

reconfiguration. The changes in the material characteristics contribute to shifting

the antenna frequency. For example, these material permittivity changes are used to

modify the electrical antenna length. The electromagnetic property (permittivity, εr and

permeability, µr) of the material has a great impact on the properties of antennas and
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other RF microwave devices [23, 24]. A static electric field can be used to change the

permittivity of a ferroelectric material, while the permeability of ferrite material can

be changed by applying the magnetic field [25, 26]. These materials have been used in

many novel research works to achieve the antenna reconfigurability [27]. The frequency

reconfigurable microstrip patch antenna based on the ferrite material was presented

in [25]. The required tuning frequency is obtained by changing the DC magnetic

field. The reconfigurable microstrips antennas [24, 26] based on ferrite material show

nonuniformity in the biasing and multi-field distribution, which limits their practical

usage.

Beam steering antennas have been exclusively explored by the industry and academia.

A leaky-wave antenna with stub array was explained in [28], and the phase shift can be

tuned by changing the material properties. Another leaky wave slot array antenna was

designed in [29]. The ferroelectric base was used for this design. The permittivity of

the material can be changed by varying the biasing voltage between the top conducting

layer and bottom ground substrate, which will change the permittivity of the ferro

material and hence the beam direction.

Liquid crystal (LC) is another type of reconfigurable smart material, whose properties

are affected by its molecular direction, and characteristics also changed by applying the

electric or magnetic field [30]. The beam-switchable reflection-array antenna based on

the LC substrate was explained in [31]. By varying the applied voltage, the beam of the

antenna can be tuned. Recently, some work has been done on this technology [32, 33].

Another material called vanadium dioxide (VO2) was also used for antenna reconfigura-

tion [34] by applying the thermal induction as shown in Figure 2.4.
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.4: (a) layout of the reconfigurable bowtie antenna with VO2 (b) fabricated
bowtie antenna [34]

Smart materials can achieve continuous reconfigurability with a simple control system;

however, they are lossy and can only provide reconfigurability for a limited range.

Additionally, several challenges remain notable, which include proper modelling in the

design process and reliability, sensitivity in the antenna operation. By overcoming these

limitations, this technology could unleash its great potential for antenna reconfiguration

at both lower and higher frequency bands.

2.2.4 Optical Switching Reconfigurable Antenna

Optical reconfiguration has also gained much attention in recent years [35, 36, 37]. It

deals with the photo-conductive switches and does not need any complex biasing circuit

and physical modification. Optical fibres are used for this purpose, and light source is

required for photo-switching [38]. When the laser is ON, the charge density is increased

in the material, which also increases the conductivity of the semiconductor devices.This

technique has been implemented successfully in many designs [39, 40]. This optical

switching technique has a complex structure and needs costly fibre. Although they have

low distortion, lossy behaviour and slow switching speed as compare to lumped element

switching technology.

The frequency reconfigurable annual ring circular patch antenna using the photo-

conductive switches was designed in [39] as shown in Figure 2.5. These switches were

activated by using the laser light and dual frequency band operations were achieved.
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Figure 2.5: (a) antenna dimensions (b) antenna top layer (c) bottom view [39]

The frequency and beam reconfigurable antenna based on CPW to CPS (coplanar

stripline) feed was explained in [40]. Two silicon switches are used in this printed

dipole antenna as shown in Figure 2.6. The antenna prototype shows good agreement,

and there is a frequency shift of 40%.

The extensive research was not done on optical switching antennas, but some attempts

were made to further investigate technology in the form of frequency reconfigurable

patch antenna [37] and notch-band UWB antenna [35] by using optical switching.

2.2.5 Software-based Reconfigurable Antenna

Controlling a reconfigurable antenna with software can be done using many platforms

such as Field Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGAs), Microcontroller, or Arduino Boards

[41]. The frequency reconfigurable antenna based on FPGA was explained in [42]. In

this work as shown in Figure 2.7, the FPGA is used to turn ON/OFF the PIN diodes,

which further connect and disconnect the different portions of an antenna to get the

required frequency.

In another work [16], the LabVIEW is used to control the rotation of the stepper motor,

which is used for antenna reconfiguration purpose. The software control using LabVIEW
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Figure 2.6: The switched dipole antenna [40]

and FPGA is a simple approach, eliminating the need for complicated programming

skills for antenna designer. Arduino boards are also used for antenna reconfigurability.

In [43], one can control the antenna movement, and determine when and how to change

the antenna parts as per the requirement as shown in Figure 2.8.

The surrounding activities may also affect the antenna’s operation. Such an example

was explained in [44], where temperature sensors activate the thermal switches on the

antenna structure. Motion detection is another technique, which behaves as an active

part for the biasing of the antenna reconfiguration. An infrared motion detector sensor

[45] was used in the biasing circuit of varactor diode as shown in Figure 2.9. It detected

the motion and change the voltage level of varactor diode to perform the different

frequency tuning.
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.7: (a) Reconfigurable antenna system (b) The paralleled III cable with FPGA
board [42]

Figure 2.8: Antenna prototype with controlling circuit [43]

24



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

(a) (b)

Figure 2.9: (a) Measurement setup of the filtenna with surrounding (b) Reconfigurable
filter with the wideband antenna awareness [45]

2.3 Properties of Reconfigurable Antenna

The term ‘reconfigurable antenna’ is defined as an antenna with the capability to change

its performance parameters (frequency, radiation pattern and polarization) by physically

or electrically changing the structure of an antenna. By reconfiguration, the fundamental

parameters of an antenna are changed, leading to the varied electric field distribution to

get the required results.

2.3.1 Types of Reconfigurability

Reconfigurability of an antenna is generally described as the ability to purposely change

its fundamental properties. By definition, three basic characteristics of an antenna are

important , namely, frequency, radiation pattern, and polarization. Accordingly, the

reconfigurable antenna can be categorised into four types.

2.3.2 Frequency Reconfigurable Antenna

An antenna that can change its resonating frequency is called a frequency reconfigurable

antenna. Frequency reconfigurability can be achieved by physical modification or
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electrical switching to change the length of an antenna.

One way to support multiple frequency bands is to integrate multiple single band

antennas. Consequently, the overall size and complexity of the communication system

increased gradually. As shown in Figure 2.10 (a), multiple antennas are designed for

different wireless standards, thus occupying the large size of the portable device. On

the contrary, if frequency reconfigurable antenna is adopted, it can reduce the device

size, thus the related cost. This is important for modern wireless communications and

mobile devices.

(a) (b)

Figure 2.10: (a) Multiple antenna used in portable devices (b) Band-notch scenario [46]

Band-notch can also be achieved by using the frequency reconfigurable antenna as

shown in Figure 2.10 (b). Filters are used to reject the unnecessary band, which creates

the interference and reduces the overall efficiency of the communication system. The

reconfigurable antennas behave as band-notching for wideband antennas, where multiple

wireless bands overlap. Frequency reconfigurable antennas can eliminate filters.

Recently, cognitive radio (CR) has gained much attention in communication technology,

as it can achieve better spectrum utilisation. CR helps to detect the available spectrum,

and allocates idle frequency bands (in which primary users are not transmitting) to

secondary users. The successful applications by changing the effective radiation length

can be found in dipole [47, 48] , monopole/ patch [49, 50] and slot antenna [51, 52, 53].
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Moreover, the effective length of an antenna can be varied by changing the material

property of the antenna without any physical alteration. The resonant frequency can be

modified by changing the dielectric constant of the material. An antenna can operate at

lower or higher resonant frequency with higher or lower permittivity, respectively. The

printed antenna with dielectric variation was designed in [54, 55].

In the reactive method, the input impedance of the antenna can be changed by connecting

the reactive parts so as to get the required impedance matching to resonate at normal

frequency. To get the continuous tunning of frequency, varactor diode is used to achieve

the required impedance matching. The reconfigurable antenna with varactor tunability

for the notched band was proposed in [56, 57, 58].

To better understand the working principle of frequency reconfigurability, let us look at

an antenna proposed in [59] as shown in Figure 2.11, where a new technique substrate

integrated waveguide (SIW) was introduced for low-cost fabrication and high-speed

communication applications. The proposed antenna consists of right/left-handed trans-

mission line, which is a combination of capacitance, inductance and shunt capacitance.

The operation frequency can be modified by changing the capacitance of varactor di-

ode embedded on the meander line. The resonance frequency is changed from 4.13

GHz to 4.50 GHz by varying the biasing voltage from 0 to 36 V. The proposed an-

tenna showed good agreement between simulated and measured results, indicating a

promising candidate for the front end of the RF component and cognitive radio (CR)

applications.
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Figure 2.11: (a) SIW-IDC antenna prototype (b) Bias network section [59]

Similarly, another frequency reconfigurable antenna with miniaturized wideband and

multi-band properties was presented in [60]. As shown in Figure 2.12, the antenna

shape consists of a triangle patch connected with the microstrip transmission line. The

main radiating patch relates to two serpentine-shape stubs at the edges with the help

of two PIN diodes. The biasing circuit is designed on the backside to avoid affecting

the radiation pattern and connected with serpentine stubs with the help of shorting vias.

The biasing circuit was the combination of the resistor to provide reasonable voltage

and inductor. The proposed antenna resonates at eight different frequencies by choosing

the different states of the PIN diodes. The antenna prototype is shown in Figure 2.13.

In summary, frequency reconfigurable antennas are particularly useful in situations
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Figure 2.12: Antenna schematic (a) Top side (b) Side view (c) Bottom side (d) Perspect-
ive view [60]

Figure 2.13: Antenna prototype (a) Top-view (b) Bottom-view (c) Bottom view with
biasing circuit [60]

where several communication systems converge because the multiple antennas can be

replaced with a single reconfigurable antenna. An exemplar application of this type of

antenna is CR. Frequency reconfiguration is generally achieved by modifying antenna’s

dimensions physically, electrically using RF-switches, impedance loading, or tunable

materials.

2.3.3 Polarization Reconfigurable Antenna

In this category, the polarization of an antenna can be switched among linear, horizontal

or circular polarization (RHCP/LHCP). It can be obtained by controlling the feed

arrangement or changing the material property.
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Polarization reconfigurable antennas are used to reduce the adverse effect of the mul-

tipath fading and mostly used in multiple input multiple output (MIMO) channels.

Figure 2.14 illustrates the effect of polarization reconfigurable antennas in multi-path

wireless channels, where single circularly polarized (CP) antenna is communicating

with other antennas using the right hand circular polarization (RHCP) and left hand

circular polarization (LHCP). In case, if the transmitting antenna is linearly polarized,

then polarization mismatch will occur.
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�✁✂ ✄✆

�✁✂ ✄✝
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Figure 2.14: Multipath wireless channel

The capability of switching among horizontal, vertical, and circular polarization can be

used to reduce polarization mismatch losses, suppress interference signal strength and

reduce multipath fading in portable devices. For example, the antenna can change from

vertical to left-hand circular polarization [61]. Different design techniques like slits,

slots, cross on the ground plane, truncated corner of main radiation patch parasitic, and

addition of electrical switches are employed to get the polarization reconfigurability

[62, 63]. Additionally, reconfigurability in impedance matching network [64] also

help to switch between linear (vertical/horizontal) and circular (right hand circular

polarization (RHCP), left hand circular polarization (LHCP)) polarization at resonate

frequency.
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A novel wideband tri-polarization reconfigurable dipole antenna based on magneto-

electric (ME) for WLAN application was designed in [65]. The proposed antenna

operates in one linear polarization mode and two circular polarization modes, which

are achieved by using four PIN diodes. The linear polarization is obtained by using

T-probe fed on dipole antenna having four-sectional structure. The antenna prototype

shows impedance bandwidth of 31 %, axial ration BW of 7.9 % and high efficiency of

80%-90% for all polarizations. As shown in Figure 2.15 (a), tri-polarization antenna

was investigated in [66]. The antenna design features a multi-layer PCB and consists

of the radiation patch, ground plane and cross-probe fed with the PIN diodes. On the

bottom side of the radiation patch, there are horizontal and vertical metallic posts that

form the L-shaped coupled fed, which helps to increase the bandwidth. PIN diodes and

biasing circuit are designed on the ground plane, and the different states of PIN diodes

can shift the polarization between linear and circular (RHCP/LHCP) polarization. The

measurement results showed good agreement with the simulated results, illustrating a

promising candidate for the WLAN and satellite communication applications.

In [62], the authors proposed compact size, low profile, wideband omnidirectional patch

antenna with polarization reconfigurability for wireless communication. The antenna

geometry combines a circular patch and a ground plane as shown in Figure 2.15 (b).

The radiation patch and the ground plane are connected via nine shorting pins. The

annular slot and six radial slots are etched on the bottom side.

2.3.4 Radiation Pattern Reconfigurable Antenna

The radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna is able to change its radiation pattern, while

maintaining other parameters of an antenna. In this category, the reconfigurability can

be achieved by changing the shape, orientation or gain of an antenna.

The radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna serves as the promising candidate in
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.15: (a) Geometry of the proposed antenna [66] (b) Proposed antenna structure
[62]
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several wireless applications like tracking, surveillance, remote sensing, 5G mobile

communications and vehicle-to-vehicle communications. Beam steering antennas have

high gain, which is an important factor to maintain the stable communication link.

Reconfigurable antennas can be used to the main lobe toward the incoming signal,

reducing co-channel interference.

Another application is to create the best communication link between moving vehicles.

By mounting the antenna on the roof of a vehicle, and beamforming can help to maintain

a reliable communication link, while they are moving. Like this, the overall efficiency

of the system is increased.

Radiation pattern reconfigurable antennas can also be used in biomedical applications.

For example, the value of the specific absorption rate (SAR) can be decreased by

redirecting the beams of the antenna away from the patient’s body.

Beam steering changes the direction of maximum radiation to maximize the antenna

gain in a link with mobile devices. In this technique, impedance matching is kept

constant while changing the current distribution. Conventional methods for beam

steering include rotating the arms of a dipole or rotating the whole antenna in the

orthogonal plane [67, 68]. One of the most frequently used methods is using tunable

elements as parasitic with other main radiators. They behave as the coupled current and

do not disturb the impedance matching as they do not have any electrical connection.

This technique was implemented with dipole/ Yagi-dipole [69, 70], monopole antenna

[41], slot antenna [71, 72, 73], patch antenna [74, 75, 76], and Yagi antenna [77, 78].

Another method of pattern reconfiguration is multi-mode excitation, which is obtained

by activating the mode of an antenna [79, 80], though it has very limited applications.

The electronic reconfiguration method was applied in many designs using SIW config-

uration, water grating and periodic structure to control the mode and phase properties

[81, 82, 83, 84]. Leaky wave antennas are famous for larger beam-steering, but it is still

challenging to increase their beam-scanning range.
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The most attractive application of the pattern reconfigurable antenna is surveillance and

tracking because they provide different beam direction with same resonate frequency

[85]. Mobile antenna systems are the example of pattern reconfigurable antenna.

2.3.5 Hybrid Reconfigurable Antenna

This technique features the combination of any of the previous three types. The hybrid

reconfigurable antennas are also referred as compound reconfigurable antenna. For

example, one can tune the frequency as well as change the beam streering or switch

among the polarization of an antenna simultaneously. It is quite challenging to control

the one parameter without affecting other parameters. However, hybrid reconfigurability

makes antenna more robust in various applications. The most common application of

compound reconfiguration is the combination of frequency agility and beam scanning

to provide improved spectral efficiencies.

2.3.5.1 Frequency and Radiation Pattern Reconfigurable Antenna

In this category, the frequency and the radiation pattern of a antenna can be changed

simultaneously. One can switch the radiation pattern among omnidirectional, broad-side

and end-fire modes. A dual-band frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna

was explained in [86]. The antenna has a simple patch shape with a row of shorting vias

in the centre. The antenna shows monopolar and broadside radiation pattern for its lower

and upper frequency, respectively. The presence of the shorting vias do not disturb the

conventional mode of the microstrip patch antenna but helps to create another mode for

radiation reconfigurability. Two separate biasing voltages and four varactor diodes were

used for the independent switching of the resonant frequency.

An antenna array for frequency and radiation pattern was designed in [87]. The proposed

antenna consists of two patches, open stubs and varactor diode with independent biasing
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voltage. A T-junction power divider was used to connect and feed the two patches

antenna array as shown in Figure 2.16. The resonant frequency tunning range is from

2.15 GHz to 2.38 GHz and beams steering was ±23 across the broadside.

(a) (b)

Figure 2.16: (a) Two antenna element arrays with T-junction power divider (b) Antenna
prototype [87]

The combination of monopole and patch antennas was studied in [88] to get the radiation

pattern and frequency reconfigurable antenna. It consists of a patch antenna on the

front side and a monopole antenna on the bottom side with the defected ground plane

as shown in Figure 2.17. The monopole and patch antennas were used to resonate at a

lower and higher frequency, respectively. To get the omnidirectional radiation pattern,

the substrate was truncated at the far end from the feed. By changing the states of two

diodes, the proposed antenna behaves in omnidirectional pattern mode at 2.21 GHz-2.79

GHz, unidirectional pattern mode of higher frequency at 5.27 GHz-5.56 GHz, and both

modes working, simultaneously.

To cover the S-band and C-band, a microstrip antenna was presented in [89]. The

reconfigurable antenna has a patch with inset feed on the front side, while it has two

rectangular-shaped slots on the ground plane. The six PIN diodes were inserted in the

slots on the ground plane. The different states of the PIN diodes resonate antenna at 3

frequencies of the S-band and 8 different frequencies of C-band.
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.17: (a) Dimension of the proposed antenna design (b) Antenna prototype [88]

A wideband slot antenna for LTE and C-band applications was investigated in [90].

The substrate has a sickle-shaped slot with a ground plane on one side and fork-shaped

microstrip line on the other side. Two PIN diodes were inserted into sickle-shaped

slot for frequency reconfigurability, while two diodes were used for the connection of

vertical and horizontal arms of the fork-shaped feed line for pattern reconfigurability.

Good agreement was shown between the simulated and the measurements results, and

antenna shows 25 degree and 20 degree beam steering at 3.4 – 3.8 GHz and 3.7-4.2

GHz, respectively.

Another slot antenna to switch between three different frequencies (1.8,1.9, 2.1 GHz)

and beam steering for three angles (0, ±15) were presented in [91]. The proposed

antenna consists of a main radiator slot on the front side and (upper,lower) slits on the

ground plane. Two switches were placed on the main radiator, while three switches in

each slit. To produce the directional radiation pattern, an aluminum reflector was placed

behind the antenna as slotted antennas normally have bidirectional radiation pattern.

In [92], frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna was proposed, which

consists of the centre fed patch and four identical back-to-back F (BTFB) elements.

36



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.3.5.2 Frequency and Polarization Reconfigurable Antenna

For this type of antennas, the frequency can tune for available band, and polarization

switching helps to reduce the multipath effect and increase the channel capacity. Re-

cently, it has gained much attention due to its useful application like tracking, sensing

and radar, etc. and some design examples are explained as follows. A novel frequency

and polarization reconfigurable antenna based on electromagnetic bandgap (EBG) for

satellite navigation was explained in [93]. The proposed antenna consists of EBG

surface, which has same metallic rectangular patches array on both side of the thin

substrate. It has active biasing circuit on each surface, which helps to rotate the re-

flection phase orthogonally concerning the incident waves. A CPW was used to feed

the proposed antenna and provide good impedance matching for the frequency tuning

and switching the circular polarization (RHCP/LHCP). Measurement results showed

the good agreement with simulated and mathematical analysis, and antenna prototype

achieved the measured 3dB axial ratio (AR) bandwidth of 40 %.

Another low profile antenna based on EBG structure was presented in [94] for frequency

tuning and shifting between linear and circular polarization. The proposed antenna has

a three-layer structure. The EBG pattern is on the top layer, which has 12 × 12-unit

cells square patch at the centre and four strips at the edges. The central patch has a

gap that was used for loading of PIN diodes. By controlling the biasing voltage of PIN

diodes, the proposed antenna achieves frequency tuning and polarization switching.

A high gain antenna with the combination of the metasurface, a planar slot, and the

metallic reflector was investigated in [95] as shown in Figure 2.18. The metasurface

consists of 64 identical patches. Due to the symmetry of the structure, the equivalent

circuit of the metasurface (MS) is considered as a symmetry RLC circuit because the

diagonal corner of the unit cell is not cut in a zigzag shape.
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Figure 2.18: (a) Feedline of proposed antenna (b) Surface of slot antenna (c) MS (d)
Measurement setup [95]

For a wider bandwidth, the slot antenna is converted to the double-slot structure. The

polarization reconfiguration of the proposed antenna can be achieved by rotating the

metasurfaces around the centre of the slot structure, and frequency can be tuned by the

adjustment of the spacing among slot, MS, and metallic reflector. The measured gain

for the proposed antenna was 16.5 dBi with a fractional bandwidth of 33.33 %.

A stub loaded patch antenna microstrip patch antenna for smart communications was

designed in [96]. The antenna consists of square microstrip patch and 12 identical

stubs at the four edges of the patch. The varactor diodes were used for the connection

between stubs and the patch as shown in Figure 2.19. The biasing circuit was at the

other end of the stub and consists of a resistor and a choke inductor. The 12 varactors

and stubs were divided into two groups and provide independent DC-bias voltage. The
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antenna prototype showed the wide fractional bandwidth of 40 %.

(a) (b)

Figure 2.19: (a) Dimension of the proposed antenna design (b) Antenna prototype [96]

The reconfigurable antenna with frequency and polarization capability was presented

in [97], which consists of monopole structure, defected ground plane, and reflector.

Two slots were etched, and PIN diodes were inserted on the ground plane with the

addition of metal vias along with the slots. The antenna showed four different modes

by changing the different states of the PIN diodes. It showed linear polarization in two

modes, while shows circular polarization with LHCP and RHCP in the other modes,

respectively.

The frequency reconfigurability [98] can also be achieved by truncated the square patch

at the corner as shown in Figure 2.20. The truncated square patch is separated from the

corner by a narrow slot and it behaved as radiation patch, and a diode was inserted in

the slot to change the circular polarization at different frequencies to make it suitable

for modern communication systems.

A dual-probe feed reconfigurable antenna was explained in [99]. The antenna consists

of circular-shaped microstrip patch on the top layer and branch line coupler feed etched

on ground plane at the bottom layer. The varactor diodes were inserted in the gaps of
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.20: (a) Schematic of the proposed antenna (b) Biasing operation mechanism
[98]

the circular patch at the top layer, and a reverse bias voltage was applied with the help

of biasing pad at the bottom side of the patch. An additional branch line coupler (BLC)

feed network was used to simultaneously tune the frequency from 2.05 GHz to 3.13

GHz along with circular polarization.

2.3.5.3 Radiation Pattern and Polarization Reconfigurable Antenna

The reconfiguration in radiation pattern along with polarization supports beam steering

and multiple polarization shifting on a single antenna radiator. They increase the

capacity of modern communication systems, improve signal strength and radiation

coverage.

In [100], the authors presented an omnidirectional patch that operates at two orthogonal

±45 linear polarization and produces a dipole-like radiation pattern for convening both

polarization and radiation pattern reconfigurability. The proposed antenna consists of

two back-to-back coupled patches with common ground. The antenna has four input

ports, and polarization can be achieved by the port selection, while the phase difference

between the ports was utilized for radiation pattern reconfigurability. It is consider
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promising candidate for the MIMO applications.

A compact-size, low cost and smart antenna for beam switching and polarization

reconfiguration was designed in [101]. The antenna has dual port inset fed patch,

parasitic elements and driven elements as shown in Figure 2.21. The driven element is

the combination of square patch antenna with simple feeding network, and parasitic

element consists of the printed dipole with PIN diodes. The radiation pattern can be

obtained by placing reconfigurable parasitic elements around the driven antenna over

the three polarization states.

A simple, low profile PIFA antenna for radiation pattern along with polarization recon-

figuration for WLAN application was presented in [102]. The antenna consists of the

printed inverted-F antenna on the top left corner, and another printed inverted F parasitic

element for pattern reconfiguration on the bottom right corner. The antenna prototype

showed a good gain of 1.2 dBi and 4.2 dBi for the ON and OFF states, respectively. A

circularly polarized switchable feed network antenna with reconfigurable beam pattern

for the wireless system was expressed in [103] as shown in Figure 2.22. In this research

work, the switchable L-probe feed base feeding network, and slot augmented circualr

patch were explained in detail. The measured bandwidth was of 7.8 % from 2.4 to 2.65

GHz, and the radiation pattern swtich between the broadside and the conical modes. A

high gain radiation pattern and polarization reconfigurable antenna using metasurface

was explained in [104]. The antenna structure consists of three layers. The top layer

consists of metasurface formed by a combination of 4× 4 nonuniform rectangular metal

films. The PIN diodes were inserted between these films and used to get the pattern

reconfiguration between ±20 in the direction of the Z-axis. The middle layer was the

ground plane and PIN diodes were also used between the slots to get the polarization

reconfiguration. The proposed antenna resonated between 4.95 GHz to 5.05 GHz and

the gain of the main lobe was 7-8 dBi.

A compact size cuboid quadrifilar helical antenna (QHA) to operate at 0.9 GHz with
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(a)

(b)

Figure 2.21: (a) Plane view (b) Antenna prototype [101]
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radiation pattern and polarization reconfigurability was explained in [105]. The pro-

posed antenna was the combination of a reconfigurable radiator and switchable feeding

network. The reconfigurable radiator consists of folded thin substrate, which behaves

like a cuboid, and the radiation arms on the surface. The switchable feeding network

consists of out of phase power divider and two reconfigurable couplers. The proposed

antenna prototype resonates between two orthogonal CP and switch radiation pattern

between broadside and backfire modes. Another frequency and radiation pattern recon-

figurable low profile antenna was explained in [106]. The antenna consists of simple

patch radiator and parasitic elements related to the PIN diodes.

Figure 2.22: Proposed antenna prototype [103]

43



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.3.5.4 Frequency, Radiation Pattern, and Polarization Reconfigurable Antenna

Most of the aforementioned examples are either single or dual-characteristics reconfig-

urable antennas. Besides that, one can tune the antenna parameters (frequency, radiation

pattern, polarization) simultaneously. Little work was done on this category. One such

multiple-property reconfigurable antenna was presented in [107]. This antenna consists

of small metallic patches known as pixel surface, radiation patch and 60 PIN diode

switches as shown in the Figure 2.23. The antenna prototype shows the frequency tuning

over a fractional bandwidth of 25 % range, beam steering over ±30 in two principal

plane and switching between four different polarization.

(a) (b)

Figure 2.23: (a) Schematic of the parasitic pixel layer (b) Pixel antenna prototype [107]

Another example was explained in [108]. The antenna structure was the combination

of a rhombus-shaped radiator, three excitation lines at different angles and a common

feedline. The required configuration can be obtained by changing the biasing states of

three pairs of PIN diodes. The proposed antenna can tune frequency between 5.2/5.8

GHz, linear/ circular/ ±45 polarization with beam titled at 30 degree in right and left-

hand direction. A novel cavity-based slot antenna for frequency, radiation pattern, and

polarization reconfiguration was investigated in [109] as shown in Figure 2.24. The

reconfigurability can be obtained controlling the states of the switches between the two

cross slots etched on the surface of the substrate integrated waveguide (SIW) cavity.
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.24: Antenna dimension with the prototype [109]

Table 2.1 shows the summary of reconfigurable techniques for different designs.
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Table 2.1: Summary of the Reconfigurable techniques

Reference
Reconf.

Type

Reconf.

Means

Frequency

(GHz)

No. of

Switches

[59] Frequency
SIW-IDC

Varactor Diode
4.13-4.50 GHz 1

[60] Frequency PIN Diode
2.4, 3.0, 3.3 4.1

4.6, 5.6, 6.2 GHz
2

[65] Polarization PIN Diode 2.4 GHz 4

[66] Polarization PIN Diode 2.4 GHz 3

[79] Rad. Pattern PIN Diode 2.3 GHz 2

[80] Rad. Pattern RF-MEMS 1-10GHz 4

[89] F/R PIN Diode S & C Band 6

[90] F/R PIN Diode LTE & C Band 4

[97] F/P PIN Diode 2.02-2.95 GHz 2

[98] F/P PIN Diode 5.65, 5.78 GHz 1

[104] R/P PIN Diode 5GHz 4

[105] R/P PIN Diode 0.9 GHz 8

[108] F/R/P PIN Diode 5.2/5.8 GHz 5

[109] F/R/P PIN Diode 2.29-2.38 GHz 48

2.4 Reconfigurable SIW Antenna

The invention of SIW provides low loss, good power handling capacity and effective

functionality with planar circuits [110]. The structure of SIW is similar to conventional

cavity slot and provides a low profile, flexibility and simple integration with planar

circuits [111, 112]. The SIW is composed of fittingly divided vias with a similar
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Figure 2.25: (a) Prototype overview (b) Front view (c) Back view [115]

distance between them, engendering with least radiation loss. The dispersion between

the vias controls the field spillage of the waveguide. The SIW technology is an elective

strategy for the minimal effort of waveguide like the parts integrated with simple PCB

standards [113, 114]. It is much better in comparison with existing technologies as

for lightweight, ease of integration and straightforward designs. A novel leaky-wave

antenna with fixed frequency and switchable beam steering for the 5G applications was

explained in [115]. In this work, the PIN diodes were used to control the phase shift

angle and position of the feeding slots as shown in Figure 2.25. A new technique of

central excitation based on four coupling plated-through hole (PTH) was introduced.

The holes relate to the ground plane and top wall as well. The reconfigurable feeding

method is applied by using the PIN diodes.
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2.5 Reconfigurable Band-notch UWB Antenna

In the last few years, UWB technology gained much attention due to its advantages

like low power consumption, wide bandwidth, low cost, less complexity, and high data

rate transmission [116, 117]. Due to these properties, UWB technology is widely used

in many application like indoor communication, cognitive radio, radar, localization,

and automotive etc. [118, 119, 120]. There are several other narrow bands standard

coexist within the UWB like IEEE 802.16 WiMAX (3.3–3.6 GHz; 5.25–5.825 GHz),

IEEE 802.11a wide local area network (WLAN) (5.15–5.35 GHz; 5.725–5.825 GHz),

and ETSI HiperLAN /2 (5.15–5.35 GHz, 5.47–5.725 GHz). This overlap band creates

the electromagnetic interfaces with UWB technology when they are operating at the

same time in other wireless devices [121, 122, 123]. Normally, filters are used to reject

the unwanted band and increase the communication efficiency, but the addition of the

filters increases the overall size, cost, complexity, and the insertion losses [124, 125].

Currently, much research is going on to design the UWB antenna with band-notch

characteristics. UWB antennas with band-notch characteristics were developed by using

slot or slit [126, 127, 128], slots in the feeding network [129, 130, 131], slot in the

ground plane [132, 133, 134], and parasitic patches [135, 136]. Hence, they are fixed

band notched UWB antennas, and they are not applicable when coverage of all frequency

ranges of UWB technology is required. By using the reconfigurable band-notching

technique, one can use the required frequency band as per system requirement.

As shown in Figure 2.26, the low profile reconfigurable UWB antenna with single or

dual-band rejection was expressed in [137]. The proposed antenna is the combination

of monopole structure, PIN diode, biasing circuit, partial ground plane along with

arc-shaped slot and open-ended L-shaped stubs for band rejection. The antenna operates

in four modes: full UWB (3.1-10.6GHz), single-band rejection of WiMAX or WLAN,

and dual band (WiMAX, WLAN) band rejection. The dual-band reconfigurable notched
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(a) (b)

Figure 2.26: (a) Antenna dimension (b) Antenna prototype [137]

slot-type split ring resonator (ST-SRR) antenna for WiMAX and WLAN applications

was explained in [138]. The defected ground plane was used for impedance matching,

and ST-SRR is used in the feed to get the required band-notch for UWB antenna. The

measurement results showed that antenna gains a fractional bandwidth of 138.63%.

A novel compact triple band-notched reconfigurable fractal antenna was explained in

[139]. By using the fractal technique, the overall size of the proposed antenna was

reduced to 53% as shown in Figure 2.27. The proposed antenna consists of circular

patch, slots, PIN diodes and split ring resonator (SRR). The proposed antenna operates

at notched frequency at WiMAX, WLAN, and X bands.

2.6 Reconfigurable Metamaterial Antenna

The advancement in metamaterial and metasurface has brought more opportunities in

the field of microwave devices. By definition, metamaterials have artificial and unusual

characteristics such as negative permittivity and permeability that do not occur in natural

49



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Figure 2.27: Antenna structure with biasing circuit [139]

materials [140]. Except for low profile, metamaterials also provide more flexibility in

the design of microwave device and more functionality for the control. Metasurface

(MS) is two dimensional equivalent of metamaterials and it helps to improve the return

loss and gain along with the polarization of an antenna [141]. The frequency and

polarization reconfigurable antenna using double-layer metasurface was explained in

[142]. The polarization reconfigurable metasurface (PRMS) was in the uppermost

layer on the side face to the middle layer, while frequency reconfigurable metasurface

(FRMS) was on the opposite side of the patch antenna. The proposed antenna shows the

resonant frequency between 4 GHz and 5 GHz, and the polarization switching between

LP, RHCP, and RHCP.

A wideband polarization reconfigurable antenna was presented in [143]. The metas-

urfaces are the combination of 4 × 4 periodic metal plates. The proposed antenna

consists of square patch radiation, metasurface, and four tunable switching feeding

probes. The switchable feeding network is the combination of a 2-way power divider

and single-pole double-throw (SPDT) switches using PIN diodes as shown in Figure

2.28. By changing the biasing voltage, the proposed antenna was tuned between x &

y direction, linear polarization and RHCP/LHCP. The beam switching reconfigurable

antenna was expressed in [144]. The reconfigurable metasurface was the combination

of double-slit square ring and PIN diodes.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 2.28: (a) antenna dimension (b) antenna prototype [143]
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2.7 Reconfigurable Antenna for Flexible Material

In recent years, wearable antenna technology has gained much attention in industry

and academia due to its attractive features like lightweight, flexible, low cost and

easily integrable with modern communication systems. In the medical field, wearable

antennas are used to monitor the critical health condition of a patient, check the sugar

level, investigate the inner intestinal system, blood pressure, heartbeat and temperature

of the body. In the recreation side, they can be applied in augmented reality glasses,

touchscreen computer, and smartwatches. The flexible antenna with reconfigurable

technique provides the small size and low-cost solution for modern electronics and

advanced wireless communication systems. There are some challenges related to

the integration of reconfigurable components such as switches, biasing circuits and

mechanical stability. Extensive antenna types have been developed on the conventional

rigid substrate in the last few decades. The requirement of the flexible antenna with

reconfigurable technique has been increased as they are the main component of the

wearable technology and cope up with the advance wearable devices.

The CPW-fed based quad-band and penta-band flexible reconfigurable antenna were

presented in [145], [21] and [146], respectively. The copper tape was used in these

antenna prototypes, making it difficult to predict the exact behaviour of PIN diodes for

practical applications. The flexible reconfigurable antenna on PET film for WLAN/

WiMAX wireless applications was presented in [147]. The antenna has folded slot and

CPW-fed but with large antenna volume. The dual-band CPW fed flexible reconfigurable

antenna was explained in [148]. It was monopole antenna incorporated with U-shape

slot to get the required frequency. The frequency and polarization reconfigurable

flexible antenna was investigated in [149]. The antenna consists of a folded slot, stub,

and artificial magnetic conductor (AMC) surface to reduce the specific absorption

rate (SAR) value. The antenna prototype shows good agreement in a flat and curved

52



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

situation, and measurement on the human body as well. A robust, flexible and frequency

reconfigurable antenna was presented in [150]. The antenna consists of conductive

fibre on polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) substrate as shown in Figure 2.29. The antenna

prototype and other lumped component were encapsulated with an additional layer

of PDMS. The antenna bending characteristics were investigated in free space, on

body phantom, and in the household washing machine. These tests show that antenna

working order is normal even in extreme bending (radius 28 mm) and after washing.

An inkjet-printed frequency reconfigurable antenna on a paper substrate for wireless

applications was explained in [151]. The antenna consists of a main radiator, L-shape,

U-shaped radiators and the ground plane. With a PIN diode, the proposed antenna can

tune between 1.5 GHz and 4 GHz.

Figure 2.29: Antenna configuration (a) Cross-sectional view (b) Patch layer (c) Ground
Layer [150]
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2.8 Application of Reconfigurable Antenna

The new era of antenna design must generate an antenna that is cognitive and adjust

to the environment and ever-changing conditions. Also, there is a need for antennas

that can overcome failure and swiftly respond to new developments. Cognitive radio,

massive multiple-input-multiple-output (MIMO), wireless body area networks, satellite,

and space communication platforms are all possible applications for the integration of

highly, reliable, and efficient reconfigurable antenna.

2.8.1 Reconfigurable Antenna for MIMO Communication System

To fulfil the requirements of current and future modern communication systems, MIMO

system plays a vital role to cover the high data rate and signal strength requirements

within a defined bandwidth. The MIMO technology depends on the multiple antennas

which are implemented on both sides of the communication systems. The implementa-

tion of MIMO reconfigurable antenna at the front end will improve the data capacity

and directivity, significantly.

A frequency reconfigurable antenna for MIMO applications was explained in [152].

The single element of an antenna was the combination of 4 × 4 MIMO antenna, and it

was designed to operate 2.4 GHz and 2.6 GHz frequency. The single element MIMO

antenna was either two 2 × 2 MIMO antenna or a single 4 × 4 array as shown in Figure

2.30. The proposed antenna was coaxially fed, and PIN diodes were inserted on the

backside. The different states of the PIN diodes were controlled by a microcontroller

module. To get the high gain, an air gap was introduced between the radiation patch

and the ground plane.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 2.30: . (a) Front view (b) back view (c) antenna prototype [152]
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2.8.2 Reconfigurable Antenna for Cognitive Radio Applications

It is a big challenge to provide a high data rate and fast browsing speed for the ever-

increasing number of mobile subscribers. Secondly, the distribution of the band spec-

trum is not uniform, which also adversely affect the overall efficiency of the system.

To overcome this limitation, a new technique named Cognitive Radio was introduced

that use the unoccupied/idle band spectrum for communication and increase the system

efficiency. Wideband and reconfigurable antennas are a promising candidate for cognit-

ive radio communication. Additionally, compact size antennas are the requirements for

portable mobile devices.

A compact novel broadband antenna was presented in [153]. In this work, both the

discrete and continuous tunning was implemented to get a large frequency range. The

antenna consists of UWB monopole antenna with reconfigurable impedance matching

network as shown in Figure 2.31. The proposed design has two independent paths to

cover the 430 MHz and 5GHz frequency. The first path was directly connected with a

UWB antenna that covers the 1-5 GHz frequency range. The second path was controlled

through a varactor diode based matching network. Two discrete switches were used to

move between wideband and reconfigurable mode.

2.8.3 Reconfigurable Antenna for mmWave Communication

5G is proposed to explore higher operating frequency bands, which includes the mil-

limeter wave (mmWave) band. The mmWave band lies between 30 and 300 GHz

frequency ranges. While using the higher frequency, new challenges arise like an

increase in patch loss and complexity of the system including antennas, filter, and

amplifiers. The compact reconfigurable antenna with tunable radiation pattern is of

great interest to maintain the user requirements in an atmosphere dependent scenario.

Figure 2.32 shows a polarization reconfigurable antenna, consisting of square radiation
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(a)

(b)

Figure 2.31: (a) Proposed antenna geometry (b) antenna prototype [153]
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patch, microstrip line and two PIN diodes [154]. The proposed antenna can switch

between RHCP and LHCP by changing the states of PIN diodes. The antenna shows

impedance bandwidth from 27.6 GHz to 28.6 GHz. A good axial ration was also

achieved between 27.65 to 28.35 GHz.

Figure 2.32: Dimension of the proposed antenna [154]

2.9 Summary

This chapter starts with the brief history of reconfigurable antenna. The techniques

and properties for the reconfiguration of an antenna were explained in detail. Some

existing proposed reconfigurable antenna designs, methods, and their constraints are

also discussed. In addition, the applications and the benefits of the reconfigurable

antennas are highlighted.
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Reconfigurable PIFA Antenna for

Mobile Devices

3.1 Introduction

With the recent advancement in telecommunication industry, there is high demand of

compact, high speed, planar, and easily integrate able devices. Antenna is the vital

part of every wireless communication systems and electronic devices, and it has vast

applications like vehicular communication, Internet of Things (IoTs), global positioning

systems (GPS), global system for mobile communication (GSM), Bluetooth, wireless

local area network (WLAN), and satellite communications. Mostly antennas used in

above mentioned applications have constant functional properties (fixed polarization,

radiation pattern, and frequency). However, to cope up with modern wireless com-

munication networks, and the integration of multiple radios into single device, the

implementation of fixed operation antenna in one device can lead to some problems

, e.g. very large volume, complex circuitry, and low efficiency. To support the ad-

vanced wireless network systems, there is requirement of multi-functional and smart

antennas that is capable to handle the systems trade-off, and take action accordingly.
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It is also challenging to provide more services without increasing the system size, and

circuit complexity. Additionally, future development in communication, and new ways

to interconnect with other devices will create new challenges to meet large data rate

requirement, high-speed, and more data services. To address the current and future

demands of electronics and wireless communication networks, it is of great interest to

design flexible, small size, controllable, and easily adjustable antenna.

3.2 Frequency Reconfigurable PIFA Antenna

3.2.1 Introduction

Reconfigurable antenna has become an effective and promising solution for system

adaptability due to their changing scenarios. They can play an important role in

overcoming the above mentioned problems, and help to improve system efficiency.

Additionally, they have got attention in recent days due to their properties like compact

size, low cost, low complexity, easy configuration and planar design. Reconfigurable

antenna can be achieved by changing the frequency, polarization, and radiation pattern

properties according to the the requirement.

3.2.2 Related Work

The existing research on reconfigurable antenna has highlighted shortcoming such as

numerous feeding networks and multiple impedance matching circuits, which lead to

large antenna size and adversely affect the antenna efficiency. There are a lot of single-

band, dual-band [155] and multi-band antennas reported in the literature. A compact

reconfigurable antenna for four-band with the help of two varactor diode was presented

in [156]. This design shows low bandwidth for higher frequency. The combination of

PIN diode and varactor diode was explained in [157] for the reconfiguration of PIFA
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antenna. The antenna resonates at four different frequencies by changing the states of

RF switches. However, it has limited bandwidth. The mixture of different switches also

makes the biasing circuit more complex. A 3D compact loop-inverted F reconfigurable

antenna was designed in [158]. One PIN diode controlled the loop antenna mode and

inverted F-mode (IFA). Although this antenna covers multiple bands, but it has return

loss less than -6dB for all bands. A microstrip slot antenna to cover six frequencies was

presented in [159]. Six PIN diodes are used to resonate at frequencies between 2.2 GHz

to 4.75 GHz. But this antenna has narrow bandwidth with large antenna size.

To cover the 3G/4G applications, a compact penta-band antenna was designed in [160]

with two slits, and ground plane. To fully cover the LTE band (low frequency and high

frequency LTE), two PIN diodes and additional ground was used. The reconfigurable

antenna for the 4G LTE applications was described in [161]. The antenna consists of

long strip, short strip, and PIN diodes. Although, proposed antenna covers the low band

(LTE700, GSM 850/900) band, and high band (GSM 1800/1900, LTE 2300/2500) band,

and its measurements results shows 6dB of return loss over all bands.

To cover three different modes (single-band mode, dual-band mode, and triple-band

mode), a frequency reconfigurable monopole antenna was presented in [162]. The

antenna consists of an arrow shaped radiation element with stubbed ground plane on the

bottom side. An optimized biasing circuit was designed on the ground side of antenna

with resistors and inductor connected via holes. Copper strip was used as a switch in

simulation, which shows ideal performance as compare to equivalent circuit of PIN

diode.

Frequency and pattern reconfigurable antenna with five PIN diodes was investigated

in [163]. The antenna behaves as planar monopole or microstrip patch by changing

the states of switches and operates in three different radiation pattern modes, like

omnidirectional at lower frequency band of 2.21-2.79 GHz, unidirectional mode at

higher frequency of 5.27-5.56 GHz, and a hybrid mode. But it has a large antenna size.
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A T-shaped feeding strip with T-shaped parasitic shorted element to cover low bands

(GSM 850/ 900) and high bands (GSM 1800 / 1900 / UMTS 2100 / LTE 2300 / 2500

bands) was presented in [164]. However, the authors used copper strip as a switch in

the simulation that could not address the exact behavior of PIN diode. Moreover, the

results showed greater than -10dB impedance matching for lower bands.

A frequency reconfigurable antenna was presented in [165]. Two PIN diodes were

used to cover three operating modes like inverted F-antenna (IFA), monopole, and loop-

mode. A frequency reconfigurable PIFA antenna using defected ground structure was

proposed in [166]. Three PIN diodes were used, and their positions are optimized using

the genetic algorithm (GA). The antenna operates in three different frequencies (2.1

GHz, 2.4 GHz, and 3.5 GHz), but it has small bandwidth with large antenna size. The

microstrip patch antenna with slots in the ground plane to cover frequencies between

2.2 GHz and 6 GHz was designed in [167]. The authors used SPICE model of PIN

diode in CST software to analyze the real impact of voltage on the antenna performance.

Although, the proposed antenna resonates at ten frequencies, but the antenna size was

quite large. A cedar-shaped frequency reconfigurable antenna was designed in [168].

The combination of PIN diode and three pairs of varactor diodes were used. The bulky

antenna becomes lossy due to the large number of varactor diodes. A coupled-fed loop

antenna to cover octa-band was proposed in [169]. Low frequency mode was achieved

with the combination of loop mode of 0.5λ and chip capacitor. The antenna operates at

high band by the combination of 1λ frequency mode, 1.5λ mode, and 2λ mode with

0.5λ mode of coupling loop. But the antenna shows -6dB reflection coefficient for

lower mode.

A compact frequency reconfigurable PIFA antenna based on nested slot was designed

in [170]. First, multi-band antenna was achieved without any RF switch with larger

antenna volume. Then two PIN diodes were used for frequency reconfiguration with

60% reduction in the size. The antenna resonates between 0.77 GHz to 3.55 GHz, but the
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S11 is higher than -6dB for all frequencies. The E-shaped wearable dipole antenna was

designed in [171]. The antenna presents robustness performance on different bending

conditions. But it has a larger antenna size. A CPW-fed frequency reconfigurable

antenna was designed in [172]. Four PIN diodes were used to cover frequency between

2 GHz to 10 GHz. It mentioned that biasing line was used for PIN diodes, capacitor,

and inductor. However, copper strip was used as a lumped switch instead of real PIN

diodes in the antenna prototype.

3.2.3 Proposed Antenna Design

The proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna is shown in Figure 3.1. The antenna

consists of F-shaped and I-shaped radiation elements. The antenna is designed on

an FR-4 substrate with a dielectric constant (εr) of 4.4, and loss tangent (tanδ) 0.02.

The ground plane is printed on the back side of substrate, and it is connected with

radiation element through multiple vias for better ground. A second ground plane is

used (connected with main ground plane) for better impedance matching. The antenna

is fed with a 50Ω SMA connector. The outer part of SMA is connected with ground

plane. The shorting vias, ground plane and radiation elements adopt copper material

with thickness of 0.035mm. All parameters of the proposed antenna are shown in Table

3.1.

Detailed dimensions of the proposed antenna are shown in Figure 3.1 (a), including

radiation part, PIN diodes, capacitors, and ground plane. Two PIN diodes are located

on the radiation elements. The different states of PIN diodes are used for frequency

reconfigurability. The first diode (D1) is inserted between the long radiation strip and

L-shaped strip that is connected with ground plane by multiple vias. The second diode

(D2) is placed in the I-shaped strip that is also connected with shorting vias and long

strip. A small size of wire 0.5mm is connected on the both side of D1. By changing
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the states of the PIN diodes "ON" and "OFF", the antenna operates in four different

states, among which three states are considered. When the D1 is ON and D2 is OFF,

the radiation elements have a length 65 mm and cover GSM 850/900 bands. When D1

is OFF, and D2 is ON, the antenna operates in the loop mode, and covers GLONASS

1616, DCS 1800, PCS 1900, and UMTS 2100 bands. When both diodes are OFF, the

antenna resonates to cover UMTS 2100 and GSM 900 with -6dB return loss.

(a)

(b)

Figure 3.1: Prototype of proposed antenna design (a) Detailed dimensions (b) Antenna
structure

3.2.3.1 Switching Techniques

While PIN diodes have unique advantages like fast switching speed, good isolation,

low power consumption, excellent repeatability, and high operating life as compared to
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other RF switches like RF MEMS, and varactor diodes. It behaves as current-controlled

resistor for radio and microwave frequencies. When it is forward biased, it behaves

like conventional PN diode to pass current in one direction. When it is reverse biased,

it functions as an open circuit to stop current. We used SMP-1345 PIN diode from

SKYWORKS with frequency range from 10 MHz to 6 GHz. When the PIN diode is

forward biased, there is an inductance of 0.7nH in series with a resistance of 1.5 Ω. The

low low resistance allows currents to flow in the radiation elements. When the diode

is reverse biased, a parallel capacitance of 0.15pF with (5kΩ) resistance is in series

with an inductance of 0.7nH. A capacitor of value 100pF is used between diode D1 and

feeding for DC blocking. Similarly, another capacitor is used between D2 and I-shaped

radiation element. A biasing voltage of 0.89 V and 0 V is applied to PIN diode for ON

and OFF states, respectively.

Table 3.1: Dimensions of the Proposed Antenna

Parameter Values (mm) Parameter Values (mm)

L 120 L1 37.6

W 60 L2 12.65

Lg 120 L3 16.5

Wg 43.25 L4 17.2

W1 2 L5 6.65

W2 2 L6 2.3

g 0.5 L7 3.25

g2 0.4 L8 0.5

g3 0.7 L9 2.4

g4 0.4
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3.2.3.2 Parametric Studies

To better understand the functionality and optimized the different parameters of recon-

figurable antenna, a parametric study was conducted.

Figure 3.2 shows the simulated return loss of antenna with respect to variation in

radiation element width (D) of diode D1 on both sides. It can be shown in Figure 3.2 (a)

that the proposed antenna shows a narrow bandwidth and does not resonate at GSM 950

frequency band; when D1 is ON and D2 is OFF, and width is changed from 1mm to

2mm, while other parameters remain same. On the contrary, when D1 is OFF, and D2

is ON; the bandwidth is narrow at 1 mm and does not cover the UMTS 2100 band. It

also shows lossy behavior as shown in Figure 3.2 (b)- when the width is 2 mm. Finally,

when both diodes are OFF; the higher frequency is shifted to a lower band as shown in

Figure 3.2 (c).

The simulated return loss for the proposed antenna relative to change the length of

longer strip, while other parameters remain the same is shown in Figure 3.3. As

the frequency and the wavelength are inversely proportional, so when the length is

decreased, the frequency is shifted to higher band. In case, when D1 is ON and D2 is

OFF, the proposed antenna does not cover GSM 850 and GSM 900 band at the lengths

of 32.6mm and 27.6mm, respectively. Both bands are covered, when the length is

37.6mm, and it can be shown in Figure 3.3(a). In other case, when D1 is OFF and D2 is

ON, the proposed antenna shows narrow bandwdith at 27.6mm, and does not cover the

upper and lower band. It still shows narrow bandwidth when the length is 32.6mm. The

antenna shows wide bandwidth of 600 MHz at the length of 37.6mm as shown in Figure

3.3-(b). Finally, as shown in Figure 3.3-(c), the lower frequency band is marginally

shifted, and shows good return loss with different lengths, when both diodes are in

OFF-state.
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Figure 3.2: Width size (g) for both sides of D1 when: (a) When D1 ON, D2 OFF; (b)
D1 OFF, D2 ON; (c) Both diodes OFF

67



CHAPTER 3. RECONFIGURABLE PIFA ANTENNA FOR MOBILE DEVICES

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3

Frequency (GHz)

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

S
1

1
(d

B
)

L
1
 =37.6mm

L
1
 =32.6mm

L
1
 =27.6mm

(a)

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3

Frequency (GHz)

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

S
1

1
(d

B
)

L
1
 =37.6mm

L
1
 =32.6mm

L
1
 =27.6mm

(b)

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3

Frequency (GHz)

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

S
1

1
(d

B
)

L
1
=37.6mm

L
1
 =32.6mm

L
1
 =27.6mm

(c)

Figure 3.3: Variation of long strip L1: (a) D1 is ON, D2 OFF; (b) D1 OFF, D2 ON; (c)
Both diodes OFF
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(a) (b)

(c)

Figure 3.4: Proposed Antenna Prototype: (a) Front side (b) Back side (c) Compact
antenna structure

3.2.4 Results and Discussion

The fabricated prototype of front and back side for the proposed antenna is shown in

Figure 3.4 (a) & (b), and comparison of compact antenna size can be seen in Figure

3.4 (c). A portable vector network analyzer (VNA) was used to measure the return loss

of the proposed antenna. The radiation pattern was measured by using ME1310 from

Keysight Technologies. The voltage is provided to the PIN diode with a power supply.

The connecting wires were connected on the ground plane to avoid the disturbance of

radiation pattern. The PIN diode in forward bias maximally consumed 10 mA current

with 0.89 V. 0V is used to turn off the PIN diodes.

The simulated and measured return loss of the proposed antenna is shown in Figure

3.5. According to the simulation results, as shown in Figure 3.5 (a), when both diodes

are OFF, the antenna operates at 1.94 GHz to 2.12 GHz (the UMTS 2100 band). The

antenna also cover GSM 900/950, but in this case the return loss is around 6dB. When

D1 is ON and D2 is OFF, the frequency is shifted to a lower band. The proposed antenna
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resonates at frequencies from 0.841 GHz to 0.964 GHz and covers GSM 850/900 band

as shown in Figure 3.5 (b). When D1 is OFF and D2 ON, the antenna behaves as

wideband as shown in Figure 3.5 (c). The impedance bandwidth is almost 600 MHz,

and covers GLONASS 1616, DCS 1800, PCS 1900, and UMTS 2100 bands. Both

the simulated and measured results show a return loss more than 10dB for all bands.

Although- there is negligible variance between the measured and simulated results, it

should be due to the parasitic effects of PIN diodes, variance of electrical property of

FR4 substrate, and the solder mask.

To understand the operation of reconfigurable antenna, it is important to study the

current distribution on radiation elements. Figure 3.6- shows the HFSS simulation

results of PIFA antenna surface current distribution at 0.85/0.90, 1.6, 1.8, 1.9, and 2.1

GHz, respectively. As shown in Figure 3.6 (a), when D1 is ON, and D2 is OFF, the

current flows in F-shaped radiation element to feed, and it is close to the quarter-wave

length of GSM 850/GSM 900. When D1 is OFF , and D2 is ON, the surface current

flows in I-shaped and longer-strip radiation element to the the feed as can be seen in

Figure 3.6 (b). It covers the 4 different frequencies from 1.54 GHz to 2.13 GHz. Finally,

the surface current distribution for both diodes in OFF states is shown in Figure 3.6

(c). The current mainly flows in the longer strip and some part of I-shaped radiation

element.

The simulated and measured 2D radiation pattern of proposed reconfigurable antenna is

plotted in Figure 3.7. The radiation patterns were measured in anechoic chamber. As

shown in Figure 3.7 (a) and (b), the radiation pattern in E-plane as well as in H-plane

shows an omnidirectional characteristics. On the contrary, the antenna behaves like a

dipole in E-plane-when D1 is OFF and D2 is ON as shown in Figure 3.7 (c), but shows

omnidirectional behaviour as shown in Figure 3.7 (d). Finally, when D1 is ON and D2

is OFF, the proposed antenna shows dipole-like characteristics for both planes as shown

in Figure 3.7 (e) and (f). The results of all configurations are summarized in Table 3.2.
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Figure 3.5: Simulated and measured return loss for different states of PIN diodes when:
(a) Both diodes are off (b) D1 on, D2 off (c) D1 off, D2 on
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 3.6: Current distribution when: (a) D1 on, D2 off (b) D1 off, D2 on (c) Both
diodes off
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Figure 3.7: Simulated and measured 2-D radiation pattern of proposed antenna design
when: (a,b) Both diodes are OFF; (c,d) D1 is OFF, D2 is ON; (e,f) D1 is ON, D2 is OFF

Table 3.2: Performance parameters of the Proposed Antenna

Configuration Bandwidth Gain (dBi) Efficiency

D1 ON, D2 OFF 0.84-0.964 GHz 2.12 84%

D1 OFF, D2 ON 1.54-2.13 GHz 1.95 82%

Both OFF
1.94− 2.12 GHz

0.865-1.07 GHz (-6dB)
1.89 87%

3.2.5 Comparison with state-of-the-art-work

Table 3.3 compared the proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna with existing works

in terms of antenna size, substrate, resonant frequencies and the number of switches.
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Table 3.3: Comparison with other Designs

Reference Antenna Size (mm3) No. of Frequencies
No of

Switches
Substrate

[156] 31.5× 30.5× 1.57
0.7 GHz, 1.90 GHz

3.5 GHz, 5.2 GHz
2 FR-4

[157] 30× 70× 1
USPCS, WCDMA,m-

WiMAX, and WLAN
2 FR-4

[159] 50× 46× 1.52

3.12 GHz, 3.42 GHz

3.75 GHz, 4.06 GHz

4.42 GHz, 4.77 GHz

5
Taconic

RF 35

[160] 8× 62× 5
LTE Band, GSM850

/900 Bands
2 FR-4

[162] 40× 43× 1.6
WLAN, WiMAX,

C-Band, ITU Bands
4 FR-4

[163] 80× 25.1× 1.5
2.21 - 2.79 GHz

5.27 - 5.56 GHz
5

Rogers

4350

[166] 63.5× 33.5× 1.6 2.1 / 2.4 / 3.5 GHz 3 FR-4

[167] 50× 45× 1.6 2.2 - 6 GHz 2 FR-4

[168] 65× 60× 1.55 1.45 - 4.6 GHz 6 FR-4

[171] 62× 46× 3 2.45 / 5.25 / 5.75 GHz N/A Denim

[172] 40× 60× 1.6 2 - 10 GHz 4 FR-4

This Work 44× 14× 3.2
GSM 850/ 900, and

UMTS 2100
2 FR-4
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3.3 Polarization Reconfigurable Dual-Band PIFA An-

tenna

3.3.1 Introduction

A number of reconfigurable and multiband antennas have been reported in the literature,

but most of them could not cover the 800 MHz and 1400 MHz with dual polarization

capability, as the antenna required significant space due to the quarter-wavelength at

800 MHz [173]. To implement compact wideband antenna, coupling feed and short

circuiting techniques are used to achieve different frequency ranges [174, 175]. Most

multiband antennas reported in the literature for mobile devices have a size of under 500

mm2 [176, 177]. However, they have poor efficiencies(<40%) for the lower frequency

band. It is also noted that the compact antenna proposed in [4] has a relatively high

return loss of -6dB for the desired band. In [178], a C-shaped ground monopole antenna

with dimensions 35 × 10 × 0.8mm3 was designed to improve the bandwidth, but it

did not support dual polarizations . Nowadays, a number of reconfigurable antennas

have been studied by using PIN diodes, Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS),

varactor diodes, and smart material for different communication applications. Up to

now, limited attention has been paid to cover horizontal and vertical polarizations for

800 MHz and 1.4 GHz [179, 180, 181]. Through a careful analysis of the literature, it

is noticed there are indeed trade-offs between antenna gain, operating frequency band,

input impedance and reduction in the antenna size [182].

With the rapid development in wireless technologies, there is a strong demand for

compact size antenna design. As single-band and multiband antennas do not fulfil this

requirement, they are not suitable for wireless handheld devices or MIMO applications.

Mutual coupling is the critical issue in MIMO as multiple antennas are used at receiver

and transmitter side [183]. Due to the complexity in the antenna structure and operation
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of multiband antennas, it is hard to achieve antenna miniaturization [184]. The possibil-

ity of strong co-channel interference increased due to poor isolation [185, 186, 187].

Increased antenna complexity, small size, low cost fabrication, easy integration with

communication device, and reduced coupling between antennas elements are the major

design challenges. Reconfigurable antennas play an important role in addressing the

challenges of single-band and multiband antennas. They can provide good impedance

match for multiple frequency bands with less space. This section proposes a new design

of a dual frequency and polarization reconfigurable antenna. The proposed antenna

features a total size of 950 mm2, an efficiency of higher than 88% in both considered

frequency bands, and a small ground clearance of less than 15 mm, which is rare among

the antennas for mobile devices reported in the literature. This design has high gain,

stable radiation, and high impedance matching. The structure of the antenna is suitable

for different applications like portable mobile devices.

3.3.2 Proposed Antenna Design and Configuration

Two orthogonal planar inverted-F antennas (PIFA) [188] are designed as shown in Figure

3.8, with two PIN diodes used to switch between horizontal and vertical polarization.

Another two PIN diodes in antenna branches are used to tune the antenna to resonate at

either 800 MHz or 1.4 GHz.

Figure 3.9 (a) shows the layout of the proposed PIFA, which is fabricated using FR-

4 dielectric substrate. The permittivity and thickness of FR-4 is 4.4, and 0.8 mm,

respectively. The antenna consists of two elements, each with a compact size of

32× 15mm2. The proposed antenna differs from a conventional PIFA in that instead

of connecting the short directly to the feeding element, it is connected to the end of

an electromagnetically coupled strip that is parallel to the feeding element. The main

parts of the antenna are the PIN diodes (NXP BAP64-03) and radiation elements. For
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reconfigurability, two PIN diodes are used to alter the length of shorted strip. A ground

plane of size 105× 45mm2 acts as a system ground for the mobile device. For compact

size, the shorted strip and ground plane are placed near the substrate.
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Figure 3.8: Design concept of frequency and polarization reconfigurable antenna

The antenna dimensions are shown in Figure 3.9 (b). Two PIN diodes are fabricated

at points E and H to control the resonance frequency and another two PIN diodes are

placed at points B and C to control the antenna polarization. The operating voltage

and current for PIN diodes is +5 V and 3 mA, respectively. The antenna structure is

composed of two independent elements. The overall length (58 mm) of this structure

is equal to about a quarter-wavelength at 1.4 GHz. An additional resonance is created

from an electromagnetically coupled strip (93 mm) using a shorted parasitic element,

which is attached with ground plane through a planar inverted via. The microstrip line
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with 50 Ω is connected with feeding strip on the top side. The shorted and the feeding

strips have coupling gap of 0.5 mm between them. The longer shorted strip behaves as

second radiator. The length of feeding strip is about 93 mm (a quarter-wavelength at

800 MHz), thus generates the lower resonance frequency of 800 MHz with return loss

larger than 10 dB. The antenna operating mode and PIN diodes functions are listed in

Table 3.4.

(a) (b)

Figure 3.9: Layout of proposed antenna: (a) 3-D structure; (b) Antenna Dimensions
(Top view)

Table 3.4: Antenna Operating Modes and PIN Diode Function

Antenna

Mode
Polarization

Resonant

Frequency

PIN Diodes

B C E H

1 Horizontal 1400 MHz ON OFF OFF OFF

2 Horizontal 800 MHz ON OFF ON ON

3 Vertical 1400 MHz OFF ON OFF OFF

4 Vertical 800 MHz OFF ON ON ON
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3.3.3 Antenna Operational Principal

The higher resonant frequency of 1.4 GHz can cover the Long Term Evolution (LTE)

1.4 GHz bands. This resonant frequency is achieved by section A-B-D-E shown in

Figure 3.9, by setting PIN diode E to OFF. The lower resonant frequency of 800 MHz

is obtained by section A-D-E-F-G. The first resonant frequency mode is centered at 1.4

GHz. By adding an electromagnetically coupled shorted strip to the feeding element

(with antenna in ON-state), the antenna resonant mode is shifted to 800 MHz.

The PIN diodes are placed inside the inner strip. To turn the PIN diode “ON”, a DC

bias (Vcc) of +5V is applied through the inner strip, and its electrical path is tuned to

800 MHz. On the other hand, the electrical path is tuned to 1.4 GHz if the PIN diode is

“OFF”. To match the impedance to the desired band and reduce the RF signal coupled

to the DC source, a 100 pF DC blocking capacitor is used.

The type of PIN diode used is NXP BAP64-03, whose equivalent circuit for “ON” and

“OFF” states is shown Figure 3.10. The PIN diode in “ON” state is equivalent to a

lump element circuit with 0.8Ω resistor and 1.68 nH inductor in series. Similarly, the

equivalent circuit of the PIN diode in “OFF” state consists of a 1.68 nH inductor in

series with a parallel circuit of 10 kΩ resistor and 0.35 pF capacitor. When the diode

is in “OFF” state, the current will flow along the smaller strip, causing the antenna to

resonate at the higher frequency. On the contrary, when the PIN diode is in “ON” state,

most of the current will flow along the larger strip and cause the antenna to resonate at

the lower frequency. By changing the path of current flow, different resonant frequency

can be achieved.
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Figure 3.10: Equivalent circuit of BAP64-03 PIN diode ON/OFF states

3.3.4 Antenna Mathematical Modeling

A PIFA and its supporting PCB is shown diagrammatically in Figure 3.11. This config-

uration can be decomposed into radiating and balanced modes. The input impedance is

given by:

Figure 3.11: Antenna Radiating and Balanced Mode Operations

Z1 =
(1 + α)2ZR(ZL + ZB) + α2ZLZB

(1 + α)2(ZL + ZR) + ZB

(3.1)

Where ZL is the load impedance applied to the un-fed side of the strip, ZR is the
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radiating mode impedance, and ZB is the impedance of the short circuit transmission

line formed by the strip, derived from the balanced mode. The current sharing factor,α

is given by:

α =
IR2

IR1

(3.2)

IR1 and IR2 are the radiating mode currents at the feed and load, respectively. For the

case of ZL = 0 (3.1) can be simplified to:

Z1 =
(1 + α)2ZRZB

(1 + α)2(ZR) + ZB

(3.3)

This is like the well-known expression for a folded dipole—the radiating mode is

impedance transformed by a factor (1+α)2 and adds in parallel with the balanced mode.

The equivalent circuit is illustrated in Figure 3.12. It should be noted that the impedance

transformation in this mode is high, since IR2 is greater than IR1 due to the position of

the slot. This tends to produce an impedance that is too high. It is noteworthy that the

bandwidth can be enhanced if ZB and ZR are resonant at the same frequency (when

becomes a double-tuning circuit).

For open circuit case, setting ZL =∞ gives:

Z1 = ZR + (
α

1 + α
)2ZB (3.4)

The balanced mode impedance is transformed by a factor (α/(1 + α))2, and adds in

series with the radiating mode.
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Figure 3.12: Equivalent circuit with a short circuit load and open circuit load

The balanced mode causes the antenna to resonate twice at lower and higher frequencies

than determined by the radiating mode (controlled by LR and CR). The low and

high frequency resonances occur when the radiating mode capacitance and inductance

are cancelled by the inductance and capacitance of the transformed balanced mode

respectively. There is no impedance transformation with an open circuit load, which

tends to produce an impedance that is too low. With a reactive load, the antenna can

be tuned over a wide range of impedance- from below the first resonance up to the

second resonance of the open circuit mode. And ZB = −jωLB/(1 − ωLBCB) and

ZR = RR + jωLR + (1/jωCR).

Equivalent antenna circuit is validated using circuit simulation as shown in Figure 3.13

for 1.4 GHz. Values those used in the subsequent detailed design are: ω = 1, RR =

8.8Ω, LR = 4.6nH,CR = 1.9pF, LB = 2.3nH,CB = 0.46pF . Using these values, the

S-parameter for open and short circuit load is shown in Figure 3.13.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 3.13: Implementation of Equivalent circuit for open and short circuit load

With inductive loading, any frequency between the first resonance of the open circuit

mode and the resonance of the short circuit mode can be achieved. Capacitive tuning

allows frequencies between the resonance of the short circuit mode and the second

resonance of the open circuit mode to be covered. From the equivalent circuits with open

and short circuit loads, the open circuit mode exhibits resonance at a lower resistance

than the short circuit mode.

3.3.5 Results and Discussion

The proposed antenna is designed and optimized using Finite Element Method (FEM)

for best return loss performance. The Ansys HFSS software is used for the simulation.

Figure 3.14 shows the simulated return loss. By controlling the state of all four PIN
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diodes, the proposed antenna can be successfully tuned to 800 MHz or 1400 MHz with

horizontal or vertical polarization. For horizontal polarization, the obtained bands are

760–850 MHz and 1.38-1.47 GHz, while for vertical polarization, they are 760–810

MHz and 1.31–1.47 GHz. At these frequencies and polarizations, the reflection coeffi-

cient is found to be less than -10 dB.

(a)

(b)

Figure 3.14: Return loss for (a) horizontal; (b) vertical polarization resonances

Figure 3.15 shows the simulated 3D radiation patterns at 800 MHz and 1.4 GHz for

horizontal and vertical polarizations. The simulated gain is found to vary between

2.13-3.7 dBi and the efficiency between 88-92%. The 2D radiation pattern of the

proposed antenna for different states of PIN diodes is shown in Figure 3.16.
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Table 3.5: Antenna Simulation Results

Antenna

Mode
Polarization

Resonant

Frequency

Antenna Results

Gain (dB) Efficiency
Bandwidth

(-10 dB)

1 Horizontal 1.4 GHz 3.69 91 90 MHz

2 Horizontal 800 MHz 2.13 90 90 MHz

3 Vertical 1.4 GHz 2.58 92 50 MHz

4 Vertical 800 MHz 2.14 88 150 MHz

To further verify the antenna’s performance and clearly show which sections of antenna

are responsible for radiation in different bands, the E-Field distribution is studied. As

observed from Figure 3.17, the 1.4 GHz resonant frequency mode is the result of feeding

strip in OFF-state and the current is mainly located on the feeding monopole element.

Similarly, strong surface currents are observed on the shorted strip and on the coupled

monopole at about 800 MHz. Antenna polarization is characterized by the directions of

the electric fields. To validate the antenna polarization, vector E-field is plotted both for

horizontal and vertical antenna as shown in Figure 3.18.

3.3.6 Comparison with state-of-the-art-work

Table 3.6 compared the proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna with existing works

in terms of antenna size, substrate, resonant frequencies and the number of switches.

3.4 Summary

In this chapter, a simple and compact frequency reconfigurable antenna by using two

PIN diodes were designed to resonate at GSM 850/ 900 and UMTS 2100 bands. In first
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Figure 3.15: Simulated 3D radiation pattern of proposed antenna

�✁✂ �✄✂

�☎✂ �✆✂

Figure 3.16: 2.D radiation pattern at 1.4 GHz and 800 MHz (a) Horizontal polarization
at 1.4GHz, (b)Horizontal polarization at 800MHz, (c)Vertical polarization at 1.4 GHz,
(d)Vertical polarization at 800MHz

86



CHAPTER 3. RECONFIGURABLE PIFA ANTENNA FOR MOBILE DEVICES

Figure 3.17: E-Field distribution in all four operating modes

Figure 3.18: E-Field plot of horizontal and vertical polarized antenna
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Table 3.6: Comparison with other Designs

Reference Antenna Size
(mm3) No. of Frequencies No of

Switches Substrate

[179] 7× 50× 4.8
GSM 850/900, DCS

PCS, UMTS, LTE2300
LTE2500

1 FR-4

[180] 100× 60× 1
LTE, GSM850/900
DCS, PCS, UMTS 1 FR-4

[181] 27.8× 10× 1.6
GSM, DCS, PCS

UMTS2100 Bands 1 FR-4

[184] 18× 20× 0.5
WLAN, WiMAX

LTE Bands, 2 Nelco N4000

[185] 42× 100× 0.508
GSM, DCS, PCS
UMTS, Bluetooth

WLAN
2 Rogers 4003

[186] 45× 11× 6
GSM900/1800/1900

UMTS Bands 2 FR-4

This Work 32× 15× 0.8
0.8 GHz, 1.4 GHz
Horizontal/Vertical

Polarization
4 FR-4

part, simple and compact PIFA antenna was presented. In second part, reconfigurable

antenna with polarization was explained. The main feature of the first design is its

highly compact size, while retaining a performance comparable with existing designs.

The second design is a novel dual frequency and polarization-reconfigurable antenna.

The proposed antenna resonates at 800 MHz and 1.4 GHz intended frequencies, and

switch between horizontal and vertical polarization.
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Chapter 4

Reconfigurable Antenna for 5G

Applications

4.1 Frequency Reconfigurable Printed Monopole An-

tenna

4.1.1 Introduction

Rapid advancement in wireless communication systems leads to modern applications

like internet of things (IoT), the fifth generation mobile communications (5G), and

internet of medical things (IoMT). As a result, the number of mobile users increases

exponentially, which forces these technologies to adopt multiple frequency bands to

accommodate the user requirements [189]. Among the frequency bands, the Industrial

Scientific and Medical (ISM) band is being adopted in Wireless Local Area Networks

(WLAN), Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiMAX), Bluetooth,

and Zigbee [190]. The overcrowded allocations of various wireless applications lead

to undesired channel interference problem, thus necessitating the usage of frequency

reconfigurable antennas [191].
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Being the indispensable component of any wireless system, antenna plays a vital role in

achieving compactness in overall size of communication system [192]. Therefore, a

frequency reconfigurable antenna, owing the advantage of the compact size, becomes

necessary for modern wireless systems. In addition, it can mitigate the band congestion

problem with multimode frequency reconfigurable antennas [193]. Operating band

can be reconfigured by embedding various electrical and mechanical components in

the radiator, which may include radio frequency (RF) positive-intrinsic-negative (PIN)

diodes [194], optical switches, micro-electro-mechanical systems (MEMS), and micro-

fluids [195].

Researchers have made tremendous efforts in designing frequency reconfigurable an-

tennas for multiple applications [196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204]. A

narrow-band reconfigurable microstrip slot antenna was presented in [196], the an-

tenna achieves five narrow bands in single band operational mode at the cost of five

PIN-diodes and large antenna size of 2300 mm2. In [197], a compact slotted patch

antenna was presented, operating in single, dual and triband operating bands. Although

the antenna comprises of simple structure and compact size, but it only covers narrow

bands. A low-profile frequency reconfigurable antenna with dual band operating bands

was presented in [198]. Three PIN-diodes were utilized to achieve four different states.

However, the antenna possess narrow bands along with single mode of operation. In

[199, 200], the researchers proposed dual band to single band frequency reconfigurable

antennas for WLAN applications. Although the presented work posesses a compact size,

the adoption of ideal switches (copper tape) limits their usage in practical applications.

In [201], the authors proposed a frequency reconfigurable antenna by utilizing just two

PIN diodes, and achieved operation modes in either dual band mode or triband mode by

changing the states of the diodes. Although the presented antenna offers two dual band

and two triband modes by utilizing just two PIN-diodes, it had a fairly large size of

2250 mm2. In [202], four PIN-diodes were adopted in radiating circuitry to achieve tri,
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quad, and penta-band operational modes. However, the presented work is not suitable

for practical applications due to the usage of copper tape for measurements. Moreover,

the size of 2400 mm2 also prevents its adoption in mobile applications. A slotted patch

antenna with six varactors was designed in [203] with dual and tri-band operational

mode. However, the antenna size is 3900 mm2 along with its poor agreement between

simulated and measured results. In [204], a compact frequency reconfigurable antenna

with single and dual band operational mode was presented. However, no solution to

achieve any wideband mode with concurrent multiple bands was presented.

Through the literature review, we noticed that it is still desired to have a compact antenna

with multimode operation, simple geometrical structure, utilizing a smaller number

of diodes and better radiation characteristics. This motivates us to propose a compact

multimode antenna for heterogeneous wireless applications. The major contribution of

this chapter is as follow:

1. The presented multimode antenna offers a smaller ratio of the numbers of op-

erating bands to the numbers of PIN-diodes than any of the existing frequency

configurable antennas in the literature.

2. The proposed antenna consists of a simple geometrical configuration, thus leading

to significantly reduced fabrication error.

3. The proposed antenna achieves excellent agreement between the simulated res-

ults and the measured ones, while presenting an overall better performance as

compared to any of the state-of-the-art frequency reconfigurable antennas.
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4.1.2 Design Methodology

4.1.2.1 Antenna Configuration

Figure 4.1 presents the top, bottom, and side view of systematic geometry of the pro-

posed frequency reconfigurable antenna. An FR4-epoxy dielectric (εr = 4.4, tanδ =

0.002, h = 1.6 mm) is used as the antenna substrate. The antenna is fabricated using

standard copper cladding of 0.035 mm thickness. The antenna consists of rectangu-

lar radiator of dimension Lp ×Wp, whose bottom corners are truncated using slots

triangular slots of dimension Lm ×Wm to enhance the narrow bandwidth of the con-

ventional monopole antenna. Two symmetric rectangular sleeves having dimension

SL1 × Sw are utilized to achieve lower resonant mode, while a middle sleeve of length

SL1 is connected to another triangular radiator having dimension of LR × WR, to

achieve a dual band antenna. Thereafter, three slots of 1mm × 1mm are etched to

insert diodes between stubs and main radiator. On the backside of the substrate, bi-

asing circuit is connected to provide a DC voltage, as shown in Figure 4.1 (b). The

presented antenna exhibits a compact size of 15mm × 30mm × 1.6mm which cor-

responds to 0.11λo × 0.23λo × 0.012λo, where λo is free space wavelength at the

lowest resonance of 2.3 GHz. The optimized parameters of the proposed antenna are

as follow: AL = 30mm;AW = 15mm;H = 1.6mm;CW = 6mm;CL = 5mm; d =

0.5mm; g = 1.5mm;Wm = 14mm;Lp = 5.5mm;Lm = 8.5mm;Wp = 6mm;SL1 =

8.5mm;SL2 = 9.5mm;Sw = 1mm;WR = 14mm;LR = 5.5mm.
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Figure 4.1: Geometrical configuration (a) top view (b) back view (c) side view

4.1.2.2 Design Characterization

The proposed antenna is extracted from a conventional monopole antenna, where the

length Lp of the antenna is kept approximately equals λ/4 to attain a quarter-wave

monopole antenna, where λ is the free space wavelength of the desire frequency. For the

resonating frequency of 5.2 GHz, the dimension of the quarter-wave monopole antenna

can be found by [205]:

LT =
c

4fo
√
εe

(4.1)

Where LT is the total effective length of the monopole, which is given by LT = g +Lp;

where Lp is the length of the monopole, g is the gap between radiator and CPW feed,

c = 3× 108ms−1 is the speed of the light in free space and fo is the central resonating

frequency which is chosen to be 5.2 GHz, and εe is the effective dielectric constant

which is necessary to find instead of εr because field components are restricted to the

substrate. The value of εeff can be extracted as:
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εeff =
εr + 1

2
+
εr + 1

2
(1 + 12

w

h
)−0.5 (4.2)

The conventional monopole antennas show narrow bandwidth. An appropriate way

to enhance the bandwidth of a coplanar waveguide antenna is truncating the radiating

structure [206]. Recently, many of the researchers have adopted various techniques

including fractal geometries [207], stub loading [208] and defected ground structure

(DGS) [209] to overcome this challenging drawback. Here, we adopted the technique

of truncating the radiator corner to enhance bandwidth. By tuning the dimension of the

slot and gap between the radiator with feeding structure, maximum wideband can be

achieved. In other words, the insertion of this slot also increases the effective length of

the antenna, which results in good impedance matching over a wideband. The dimension

of this modified patch can be calculated by (4.2), however, the effective length (LT )

for this modified patch is given as LT = g + Lm; where Lm is the hypotenuse of the

triangular slot.

For maximum achievable bandwidth, the length (Lm) and width (Wm) of slot and the

gap of radiator from co-planar waveguide (CPW)-fed (g) can be calculated by [210]:

Lm =
x1c

fo
√
εe

(4.3)

g =
x3c

fo
√
εe

(4.4)

Where x1, x2, and x3 are constants, which correspond to the fraction of free space

wavelength at fo where the values can be obtained through going detailed experimental

studies. For the presented case, the optimum values of x1, x2, and x3 are found to be

0.15, 0.18 and 0.045, respectively. Figure 4.2 depicts the comparison of S-parameters

among the conventional rectangular monopole and the modified triangular-shaped
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monopole antenna. Conventional monopole shows the impedance bandwidth of 1.31

GHz (4.59-5.9 GHz) while triangular antenna exhibits a wideband of 3.03 GHz (4.15-

7.18 GHz) for S11 < -10dB.

Figure 4.2: Simulated return loss comparison among rectangular monopole and modified
triangular shaped monopole

Insertion of sleeves in radiating patch to lower the resonant frequency is a well-known

technique to design compact size antennas [60]. At the first step, the resonant frequency

of the triangular monopole antenna is shifted from 5 GHz to 3.5 GHz by inserting a

rectangular sleeve, the resonant frequency (fL) due to this sleeve can be calculated by

[211]:

fL =
c

xoLT

(
εr + 1

2
)−1/2 (4.5)

Where LT can be determined by using the relation of LT = g + Lm + SL1, εr is the

relative permittivity of the substrate while xo is the expression coefficient which is the
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fractional part of the resonating frequency fL. Thus, a dual-band antenna is extracted

from a wideband antenna, as shown in Figure 4.3. Then, a symmetric sleeve is inserted

at the other side of the radiator, and the insertion of this open-ended stub mitigates the

higher resonance and antenna becomes a single band antenna, as shown in Figure 4.3.

This phenomenon can be explained by observing the current densities at 6 GHz for both

prototypes. It can be seen from Figure 4.4 (a) , when a single stub is connected to the

radiator, the current density has the maximum value,which is responsible for higher

resonance mode. On the contrary, when two sleeves are connected to the monopole

antenna, the maximum current density is along joining point of the sleeve with radiator,

as depicted in Figure 4.4 (b), which causes the mitigation of higher resonance.

Figure 4.3: Simulated return loss comparison among triangular-shaped monopole
antenna loaded with various stubs.
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(a) (b)

Figure 4.4: Surface charge distribution at 6 GHz of (a) antenna loaded with a single
stub (b) antenna loaded with two stub

Besides, it is observed by numerical analysis that the position of stub has a great impact

on resonant frequency due to the increase of LT . At the midpoint of triangular radiator

LT attain the maximum value of LT (max) = LT + Wp/2 − SL1/2, thus results in

shifting of resonant frequency toward the lower side. Therefore, another prototype was

constructed to achieve a lower resonant at 2.45 GHz along with higher operational mode.

An inverted triangular radiator is inserted at the top of the sleeve, which results in an

increase ofLT . For this case the value ofLT = g+Lm+Wp/2−SL1/2+SL2+WR+LR,

the optimized value of LT for 2.45 GHz is 37.3 mm which is nearly equal to numerically

calculated value of 37.1mm, using (4.5), whereas xo = 2. The resulting S-parameters

are depicted in Figure 4.3. In the last step, prototype-I and prototype-II are integrated

to form a single antenna whereas three diodes were inserted between the sleeves and

triangular monopole to achieve the frequency reconfigurability. Due to the insertion of

diodes, the length of sleeves was optimized to obtain the desired frequencies, while the

overall antenna size remains unchanged. Figure 4.5 depicts the design methodology of

the proposed antenna by the integration of two different mode antennas.
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Figure 4.5: Design methodology of the proposed antenna

4.1.3 Results and Discussion

Various antenna performance, including S-parameters, radiation pattern, gain, and

efficiency of the proposed antenna are presented in this section. Numerical analysis of

the proposed antenna is done using the finite element method solver Higher Frequency

Structure Simulator (HFSS) using standard bonding conditions. A 50 Ω SMA connector

was utilized to excite antenna to minimize the connector effects on the antenna. The

RLC-lumped component equivalent model of the HPND-4005 diode was utilized in

such a way that in ON-state, the diode acts as a series combination of a 0.15nH inductor

and 4.7Ω resistor. In contrast, in OFF-state, it acts as a series combination of 0.15nH

with a parallel combination of 0.017pF and 7kΩ resistance. Detailed schematic of the

diode equivalent model along with the biasing circuit, is depicted in Figure 4.6.

4.1.3.1 Measurement Setup

A sample prototype of the antenna is fabricated on the specified FR4 epoxy. Figure 4.7

depicts the top and bottom sides of the fabricated prototype. A commercially available

50Ω SMA connector is used to feed the antenna. The biasing circuit is etched on the

backside of the antenna and connected to antenna geometry employing a pad. A 1KΩ
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Figure 4.6: Equivalent electrical circuit of pin diode

resistance is connected to limit the source voltage. An inductor of value 68nH is used to

block the unnecessary RF current, as shown in Figure 4.7 (b). Vector Network Analyzer

(VNA) HP-8720D with a frequency range of 50 MHz to 13.5 GHz was utilized to

measure the scattering parameters of the proposed antenna. The fabricated prototype

of the presented work is placed 50 cm away from the ETS-Lindgren (EMCO) type

broadband horn antenna (Model No. 3115) and maximum of 8 GHz in an anechoic

chamber to measure the far-field parameters, including gain and radiation pattern.

4.1.3.2 Return Loss

For simplicity, different cases represent the switching state of the diode. The ON-

state of the diode is labelled as ‘1’ while OFF-state is labelled as ‘0’. Consequently,

all diodes in OFF-state are represented as case-000, and so on. Figure 4.8 presents

the S-parameters comparison among simulated and measured values. For case-000,

sleeves are electrically disconnected from the main radiator, the only lower part is

effective. Therefore, the antenna exhibits a wide impedance bandwidth of 3.71 GHz

(3.54-7.25 GHz) with S11 <-10dB, as depicted in Figure 4.8 (a). Case-001 and case-100
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Figure 4.7: Fabricated prototype of the proposed antenna used for testing (a) top-view
(b) bottom-view.

produce similar results because only a single side sleeve is connected in both cases.

Similarly, case-011 and case-110 also produce the same results. Case-100 and case-110

are considered from the aforementioned four cases . For case-001, the side sleeve

is connected, and antenna starts resonating in dual-band mode with an impedance

bandwidth of 0.61 GHz (2.95-3.56 GHz) and 3.3 GHz (4.5-7.8 GHz), respectively.

Similarly, for case-010, the middle sleeve is connected to the main radiator, and antenna

shows dual resonant bands with an impedance bandwidth of 0.21 GHz (2.35-2.56 GHz)

and 4.2 GHz (4.4-8.6 GHz). Good agreement between simulated and measured results

is observed for both case-001 and case-010, as depicted in Figure 4.8 (b) and 4.8 (c),

respectively.

Similarly, for case-101, the antenna starts resonating at a single band due to the theory

mentioned above. The antenna resonates at 3.51 GHz with bandwidth ranging from

3.02–4.21 GHz. Noteworthily, for both case-100 and case-101, the antenna covers the
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Figure 4.8: Return loss comparison among various diode states (a) Case-000 (b) Case-
001 (c) Case-010 (d) Case-101 (e) Case-011 (f) Case-111

3.5 GHz band, which is one promising band to be used for the 5G applications. In case-

011, the antenna possesses tri-band mode showing |S11|<-10dB impedance bandwidths

of 2.07-2.39 GHz, 3.41-3.9 GHz, and 4.52-8.63 GHz. Finally, when all diodes are

switched ON, i.e., for case-111, the antenna starts resonating in tri-band mode with lower

resonance at 2.25 GHz, 3.46 GHz and 8 GHz with impedance bandwidth ranging 2.09-

2.41GHz, 3.34-4.3 GHz and 7.19-8.75 GHz, as depicted in Figure 4.8 (f). In general,

a strong agreement between simulated and measured results is observed. However,

the deviation between the corresponding results may be minimized by reducing the

fabrication errors. Table 4.1 shows the comparison between measured and simulated

results for different states of PIN diodes.
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Table 4.1: Summary of the measured and simulated results of the proposed antenna

Switching.

Mode

Operational

Mode

Simulated

Bands

(GHz)

Measured

Bands

(GHz)

Simulated

Peak Gain

(dBi)

Measured

Peak Gain

(dBi)

000 Wideband 3.54–7.25 3.52–7.01 3.37 3.31

001 Dual band
2.95–3.56

4.5–7.8

2.9–3.53

4.45–8.53
2.16,3.7 2.01, 3.24

010 Dual band
2.35–2.56

4.4–8.6

2.3–2.62

4.32–8.11

2.11

3.41

2.04

3.27

011 Tri-band

2.07–2.39

3.41–3.9

4.52–8.63

2.05–2.43

3.35–3.87

4.47–8.43

2.1, 2.3

3.35

1.99, 2.16

3.21

101 Single band 3.02–4.21 3.1–4.4 2.5 2.35

111 Tri-band

2.1–2.38

3.3–4.27

7.89–8.75

2.09–2.41

3.34–4.3

7.19–8.75

2.01, 2.2

3.29

1.96, 2.06

3.1

4.1.3.3 Radiation Pattern, Gain and Efficiency

The radiation pattern of the proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna is depicted

in Figure 4.9. For all possible switching cases the antenna possesses monopole like

radiation pattern in principle E-Plane (θ = 0◦) while nearly omnidirectional radiation

pattern is observed in H-Plane (θ = 90◦) at all resonating frequencies below 7 GHz,

as depicted in Figure 4.9 (a-e). On the other hand, above 7 GHz the proposed antenna

possesses bi-directional radiation pattern in H-Plane, while a slightly tilted bi-directional

radiation pattern is observed in E-Plane having beam pointing toward Φ = ±46◦.

Figure 4.10 illustrates the comparison among simulated and measured gain for various
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Figure 4.9: Simulated radiation of proposed antenna at various frequencies for various
switching state (a) 4.8GHz case-000 (b) 6.77GHz case-000 (c) 8.1GHz case-001 (d)
2.45GHz case-010 (e) 3.5GHz case-101 (f) 2.2GHz case-111 (g) 8GHz case-111.

diode cases. The antenna possesses an average peak gain of > 2 dBi for band ranging

3-10 GHz while an average gain of > 1.9 dBi is observed for 2-3 GHz band spectrum.

Note that in non-resonating band the value of gain drops below -5dB, which helps

suppress non-resonating bands. Finally, the numerically calculated efficiency of the

presented antenna is depicted in Figure 4.10, it can be seen that for all the PIN mode

combinations, the antenna possesses efficiency >80% in bandpass region while in

band-stop region the efficiency decreases to 25%.

4.1.4 Comparison with state-of-the-art-work

Table 4.2 presents the comparison of proposed antenna with state-of-the-art works for

similar applications. It can be observed that the proposed antenna offers a compact size

as compared to other works. Although the work reported in [198] had a small electrical

size, it only supports dual-band operational mode. Thus, the proposed antenna features
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Figure 4.10: Simulated radiation of proposed antenna at various frequencies for various
switching state (a) 4.8GHz case-000 (b) 6.77GHz case-000 (c) 8.1GHz case-001 (d)
2.45GHz case-010 (e) 3.5GHz case-101 (f) 2.2GHz case-111 (g) 8GHz case-111.

a potential candidate for heterogeneous applications like ISM bands, including WLAN,

WiMAX, 5G-sub-6 GHz, and ultra wideband (UWB) systems.
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Table 4.2: Performance comparison of the proposed antenna with state-of-the-art-works

Ref.

Physical

Size

(mm2)

Electrical

Length

(λ0 × λ0)

Switching

Technique

Operational

bands

per mode

Operational

Region

[196] 2300 0.52× 0.47 5 PIN diodes Single band 3 – 5 GHz

[197] 675 0.3× 0.28 3 PIN diodes
Single, Dual

and Triband
2 – 6 GHz

[198] 476 0.12× 0.17 3 PIN diodes Dual band 1.5 – 6 GHz

[199] 1855 0.29× 0.43 Copper tape
Single and

Dual band
2 – 6 GHz

[200] 1443 0.3× 0.31 Copper tape
Single and

Dual band
2 – 6 GHz

[201] 2250 0.37× 0.33 2 PIN diodes
Dual and

Tri band
2 – 6 GHz

[202] 2400 0.36× 0.54 Copper tape

Tri, Quad

and

Penta-band

2 – 9 GHz

[203] 3900 0.48× 0.5 6 Varactors
Dual and

Tri band
2 – 6 GHz

[204] 528 0.23× 0.13 3 PIN diodes
Single and

Dual band
2 – 6 GHz

Presented

Work
450 0.21× 0.11 3 PIN diodes

Single, Dual

Tri and

Wideband

2 – 9 GHz
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4.2 Frequency Reconfigurable Patch Slot Antenna for

5G Applications

4.2.1 Introduction

Among various types of antennas proposed for sub-6 GHz applications, most of the

reported work are related to reconfigurable antennas where RF PIN diode for the purpose

of frequency reconfigurability was widely studied by the researchers, thus results in

various single band, dual band, and multiple band reconfigurable antennas.

In [212], a wideband antenna was designed for WWAN and LTE applications, the

antenna comprises of simple structure and show good performance over wide operational

band. However, it has drawbacks including large dimension, low gain and difficulty

to achieve the reconfigurability. In [213], a compact wideband monopole antenna was

converted into triband antenna for ISM and 5G-sub-6 GHz applications. Although

the antenna offers compact size with advantage of flexibility, but it does not support

frequency reconfiguration. In [214, 215, 216, 217, 218], several single band frequency

reconfigurable antennas were proposed to operate in frequency band spectrum ranges 2

– 4.5 GHz. Although antenna reported in [214, 215, 216] offers a very high gain, but

these works suffer from wide dimension along with multiple layer structures, leading

to increased complexity. On the other hand, although the work reported in [217, 218]

offers compact size, and they cover very limited bandwidth, hence, not suitable for

wideband operations.

A compact frequency reconfigurable antenna for LTE and WLAN applications was

presented in [219, 220]. Conventional rectangular patch antenna was modified by using

Defected Ground Structure (DGS), while three PIN diodes were incorporated in [219],

and in [220] various slots and asymmetric feed were utilized along with two PIN diodes,

to achieve frequency reconfigurability. Although these compact antennas have simple
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geometrical configuration, and their operational bandwidth was narrow. A dual to

triband and a dual band to quad band frequency reconfigurable antenna were presented

in [221] and [222], respectively. Etching slots in radiator and ground plane were utilized

to achieve resultant antennas. Although antenna covers large number of bands, they

suffer from various drawbacks including larger dimension, narrow bandwidths and

complex geometrical structure. In [223], the presented flexible antenna offers wideband

and two dual-band operational mode with relatively simple structure, however, it has

large dimension and limited operational bandwidth.

Therefore, to overcome the aforementioned challenges, a compact frequency reconfigur-

able antenna was proposed in this section. The antenna radiator composed of triangular

radiator with V-shaped slots and 2 PIN diodes were utilized to achieve frequency recon-

figurability. The presented work shows a good combination of compact size, multimode

operation, simple geometrical configuration, wide operational region and reasonable

gain.

4.2.2 Antenna Design and Numerical Analysis

4.2.2.1 Antenna Geometry

Geometrical configuration of proposed antenna is illustrated in Figure 4.11 (a-c). The

antenna was designed using ROGERS RT/droid 6010 having dielectric loss tangent (tan

δ) of 0.0023, relative permittivity (εr) of 10.2 and 1.9 mm thickness (H). The overall

dimension of the reconfigurable antenna was AX ×AY . It can be seen from Figure 4.11

(a) that the proposed monopole antenna consists of a triangle shaped radiator with a

dimension of PX × PY having a feed line of dimension FX × FY . Two V-shaped slots

were etched to notch the desire bands from wide bandwidth, the total length of the long

slot is 2 × L1, whereas the length of shorter slot is 2 × L2. The width of both slots

had a dimension of d while the gap between two slots is g. Truncated ground plane of
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length GX was used to achieve wideband operational bandwidth. Table 4.3 illustrates

the length of the various parameters of the antenna.

Table 4.3: Dimension of the various parameters length of the proposed antenna

Parameter Value Parameter Value Parameter Value

Ax 30mm Ay 30mm H 1.9mm

Gx 12mm Fx 30mm Fy 1.9mm

Px 15.55mm Py 30mm g 1mm

d 1mm L1 12.72mm L2 9.9mm

C1 100pF I 68nH CDC 100pF

4.2.2.2 Simulation Setup

The simulations of the proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna were performed using

HFSS. For frequency reconfigurability two RF PIN diodes D1 and D2 were utilized by

SKYWORKS having model number SMP1345-079LF. Two capacitor C1 and C2 were

utilized to connect the pad with radiator physically and to block any current flow from

biasing pads to radiator. Capacitor CDC was utilized to stop the flow of current toward

connector which may affect the performance of the antenna. The pads for diode are

connected by means of via to biasing pads presented at the back side of the antenna, as

depicted in Figure 4.11 (b). Inductor I was utilized to stop the unwanted RF-current

from the source VDC . The biasing voltage was provided from the backside of antenna

to mitigate the effects of DC-wires on the performance of the antenna.
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Figure 4.11: Geometrical configuration of proposed antenna (a) top-view (b) bottom-
view (c) side-view

4.2.2.3 Design Methodology

The proposed reconfigurable antenna was originally inspired from conventional quarter-

wave rectangular monopole antenna. The length (LR) of the rectangular monopole

antenna could be estimated by using the following equation provided in [205].

LR =
Co

4fc
√
εeff

(4.6)

Here Co represents the speed of light in free space, fc represents the central frequency;

for presented case it was selected to be 4 GHz, whereas, εeff is the effective dielectric

constant of the substrate whose value can be find by using the following relation:

εeff ≈
εR + 1

2
+
εR − 1

2
(1 + 12

AY

H
)−0.5 (4.7)

Here AY is the width of the substrate.

The resultant antenna exhibits resonance at 3.8 GHz having impedance bandwidth of

850 MHz ranging 3.55 – 4.4 GHz, as depicted in Figure 4.12. Although the antenna

offers a wide impedance bandwidth but still it does not cover the targeted 5G-sub-6
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GHz band (3.1 – 4.5 GHz) allocated globally. Thus, perturbation techniques were

utilized to widen the impedance bandwidth of the antenna. Contrary to common

techniques including DGS and slots to achieve wideband behavior, this design employed

truncation of radiator corner to widen the bandwidth. Both lower corners were truncated

using equilateral triangle which results in increasing the effective length of radiator,

thus causing the shifting of resonance toward lower end, as depicted in Figure 4.12 .

Moreover, truncation of the corner causes more current to flow from feedline to the

radiator and due to triangular shape the current uniformly distribute itself on the surface

of the radiator [224]. The increase in flow and uniform distribution of current causes

the improvement in impedance mismatching at lower frequencies thus significantly

enhances the impedance bandwidth of the antenna. The resultant antenna exhibits the

wide impedance bandwidth of 2.2 GHz ranging 2.35 – 4.55 GHz which correspond to

62.8% of central frequency, as depicted in Figure 4.11. It is noteworthy here that beside

5G-sub-6-GHz band spectrum the antenna also covers 2.4 GHz WLAN band, 2.45 GHz

ISM band, 2.5 GHz WiMAX band, more than 90% of S-band (2-4 GHz), thus making

it suitable for multiple applications.
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Figure 4.12: Return loss comparison among rectangular shape monopole with and
without truncated corners

4.2.2.4 Design of Band Notch Antenna

To overcome the problem of band congestion, the wideband antenna designed in

Section 4.2.2.3 was transformed to a notch band antenna. Usage of additional filters

are the common way to notch the desire bands [225]. However, it may need additional

matching circuits to match the impedance of the filter with wideband antenna [60].

Furthermore, it also requires large area to fit the whole circuit allowing very limited

space for other components [226]. Therefore, researcher adopted the various techniques

including etching slots [227], loading meta materials [228], insertion of Split Ring

Resonator (SSR) [229] and stub loading techniques [230] to notch the desire bands,

thus eliminating the need of any additional filter.

Furthermore, to avoid complex geometrical configuration in the proposed work a simple

yet effective technique to achieve notch band was adopted, i.e. etching the slot in the
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radiator. One challenge is to select the shape and position to place the slot, therefore, the

shape and position of the slot must be chosen carefully to achieve a high value VSWR to

minimize the interference of the notch bands [231]. Consequently, two V-shaped slots

were used to achieve dual notch bands, the effective length (LS) of the slot for desire

frequency (fd) can be calculated by using the following relation provided in [232]:

Ls(n) =
co

2fd(n)
√
εeff

(4.8)

Here (n) = 1,2 which shows the number of slot while εeff ≈ (εr + 1)/2. Moreover, for

the proposed work LS1 = 2× L1 while LS2 = 2× L2, as depicted in Figure 4.11(a).

Figure 4.13 (a-b) illustrates the comparison among simulated values of return loss and

VSWR for wideband antenna and antenna with single and dual notch. It could be

observed that with single V-shaped slot the antenna mitigates the band spectrum of 2.47

– 3.11 GHz having maximum value of S11 = -0.78dB and peak VSWR of 27.85 at 2.82

GHz. Similarly, when two slots were etched corresponding to dual notch bands, the

antenna mitigates the band spectrum of 2.48 – 2.96 GHz and 3.47 – 3.76 GHz having

peak VSWR of 22.17 and 10.63, respectively. To have a deeper analysis of the slot to

mitigate the desire frequency current distribution plots were presented in Figure 4.14

(a-b). It could be observed from Figure 4.14 (a) that for first notch band the maximum

current is around the bigger V-shaped slots which causes the mitigation of lower band.

Similarly, the maximum current was observed along smaller V-shaped slot for second

notch band which cause its mitigation from the resonating band spectrum.
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Figure 4.13: Return loss comparison among rectangular shape monopole with and
without truncated corners

Figure 4.14: Return loss comparison among rectangular shape monopole with and
without truncated corners

4.2.2.5 Numerical Analysis

Figure 4.15 depicts the equivalent circuit of the UWB antenna along with UWB antenna

with single and dual notch band. The equivalent model of the UWB antenna was
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designed using series connected combination of RLC component, where each group

of RLC component shows the independent single resonance. The operational region

of each resonance overlaps due to closely spaced thus results in a UWB antenna [208].

Similarly, the notch bands occurred due to presence of V-shaped slots were also model

using a RLC group, where the LC equivalent notch resonant frequency fo is given by

[233]:

fo =
1

2π

√
1

LeqCeq

(4.9)

Where Ceq is the total equivalent capacitance and can be obtained by summing up the

capacitances generated by individual leg of the V-shaped slot. Leq is the equivalent

inductance generated by the etched slot and can be calculated by using the following

relation provided in [234]:

Leq = 0.0002E(2.303 log10(
4E

D
)− θ)µH (4.10)

Where E was assumed to be the finite length of a wire of rectangular cross section

equals to the notch area, D is the length approximately equals to the cross section of

the slot and θ is the angle between the legs of the V-shaped slot.

As the current distribution is perturbed due to slots on the radiating patch, therefore

the path of the current is elongated. The length of the current path exhibits the series

inductance, whereas the etched gaps of the slots accumulates the charge, hence determ-

ines series capacitance. Collectively, this behavior can be represented by the equivalent

lumped element circuit with LC configuration. The equivalent lumped element parallel

RLC circuit for the proposed antenna is illustrated in Figure 4.15. LSi, CSi, and RSi

represent the inductance, capacitance, and radiation resistance for the radiating mode

at each resonant frequency band, respectively. The lumped effect of the slots causing

the resonant frequency is represented as series combination of all lumped elements

with an inductive patch antenna and ground plane as a capacitive load. Both inductive
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and capacitive effects as well as feeding effects are considered for higher order modes

generation and thus significantly contributes to the input impedance of the antenna.
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Figure 4.15: RLC equivalent model of UWB antenna with and without notch bands

4.2.2.6 Parametric Analysis

Parametric analysis of the key parameters of antenna were performed to have a closer

look at their effects on the performance of antenna, as depicted in Figure 4.16. It could

be observed from Figure 4.16 (a), when the length of truncated corner was changed

from 15.55 mm to 12.73 mm, all the resonances were shifted toward the higher side.
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An increment in bandwidth was observed for third while the bandwidth of the first

resonance decreases considerably, as depicted in Figure 4.16(a). On the other hands,

when the value of PX was increased from 15.55 mm to 18.35 mm, all resonances shifts

toward lower side along with decrement in bandwidth of the third resonance. The

increase / decrease in the bandwidth is due to the amount of current passes from feedline

to radiator while the shift in resonance toward lower / higher frequency is due to change

in the effective length of the radiator, as discussed earlier. It is noteworthy that the

notched frequencies remain unchanged for both higher and lower variations, as depicted

in Figure 4.16 (a).

Figure 4.16 (b) illustrates the effects of variation in the dimension of L1. It could be

observed that when the value of L1 is increased from 12.72mm to 14.15mm the first

notch band shifts from 2.8GHz to 2.55GHz, also the bandwidth of the first resonance

decreases while the bandwidth of the second resonance increases as depicted in Figure

4.16 (b). On the other hand, when the value of L1 was decreased to 11.32mm the

notch band shifted to 3.1 GHz along with increased bandwidth at first resonance and

decreased bandwidth at the second resonance. A similar phenomenon was also observed

for the second notch band by varying the dimension of L2 as shown in Figure 4.16

(c). It is noteworthy that the second notch band and third resonance remain conserved

for all variation in L1 while the first notch and first resonance remain conserved for

all variation in L2. Thus, the presented antenna becomes a potential candidate for

the application where independently controllable notch bands antennas are required

[208, 233].
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Figure 4.16: Parametric analysis of the various parameters of the antenna (a) PX (b) L1

(c) L2 (d) g

4.2.2.7 Design Procedure

Figure 4.17 depicts the flow chart of the design procedure of the proposed antenna. Ini-

tially, a quarter wave rectangular monopole antenna was designed. Various parameters

of monopole including length and width of radiator, feedline and truncated ground plane

were optimized to get maximum bandwidth. Afterwards, lower corners of the monopole

radiator were truncated by using equilateral triangle such that the hypogenous of the

triangle is PX . The hypotenuse of triangular slot and width of radiator were further

optimized to get the ultra-wide bandwidth. The resultant antenna shows impedance

bandwidth of 62.8%. In the next step, two triangular slots having overall length of 2×L1

and 2 × L2 were etched from radiator to achieve two notch bands from the already

designed ultra-wideband antenna. The length and width slot along with separation

between them were well tuned to achieve desire notch bands.
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Figure 4.17: Flow chart of the design methodology of proposed antenna

The resultant antenna exhibits tri band operational mode along with two notch bands

where the value of S11 is greater than -2dB. Finally, two RF-PIN diodes were inserted at

the center of the slots, such that when diode is in ON-state the slot become inactive while

in OFF-state the slot become active and notch band is achieved. Biasing circuits were

designed at the backside of the antenna to minimize the effects of basing components

and wires. A final tuning of various parameters was performed due to addition of diodes,

capacitors and inductor to achieve the desire frequency reconfigurable antenna having

dual-band, tri-band and wideband operational mode.
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4.2.3 Results and Discussion

Figure 4.18 shows the prototype of the proposed antenna, the portable Vector Network

Analyzer (VNA) was used to measure the return loss. The far-field characteristics of the

antenna are measured through a commercial ORBIT/FR far-field measurement system

in a shielded RF anechoic chamber. The horn antenna utilized for transmission is an

SGH-series horn (SGH-15 by Millitech Co.), with 24 dBi standard gain.

4.2.3.1 Return Loss

Figure 4.19 presents the comparison among predicted and measured return loss. It could

be observed that antenna either operates in wideband mode, two dual band modes, and

tri band mode, as depicted in Figure 4.19 (a-d). When both diodes D1and D2 were

in ON state, which refers to case-11, the antenna act as wideband antenna having S11

< -10dB impedance predicted bandwidth of 2.29 – 4.47 GHz whereas, the measured

bandwidth was observed to be 2.25 – 4.53 GHz, as depicted in Figure 4.19 (a). When

either the diode D1 or D2 was kept in ON-state while keeping the other diode in

OFF-state the antenna exhibits dual band mode, as depicted in Figure 4.19 (b-c). The

predicted bandwidth of the proposed antenna for case-01 was observed to be 2.3 – 2.65

GHz and 3 – 4.5 GHz while for case-10 it was observed to be 2.1 – 2.4 GHz and 2.92 –

4.37 GHz.
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Figure 4.18: Fabricated prototype of the proposed antenna (a) top-view (b) bottom-view

On the other hand, the measured S11 < -10dB bandwidth for case-01 was observed

to be 2.1 – 2.78 GHz and 3.09 – 4.57 GHz, as depicted in Figure 4.19 (b), while for

case-10 it was observed to be 1.86 – 2.5 GHz and 3.03 – 4.47 GHz, as depicted in

Figure 4.19 (c). At last, when both diodes were kept in OFF-state, referring to case-00,

the antenna exhibits triband operational mode having predicted passbands of 2.17 – 2.35

GHz, 2.64 – 2.85 GHz, and 3.09 – 4.34 GHz. The measured impedance bandwidths

for case-00 were reported to be 1.93 – 2.4 GHz, 2.62 – 2.97 GHz, and 3.2 – 4.65GHz,

as depicted in Figure 4.19 (d). In general, a strong agreement was observed between

simulated and measured results, while the small discrepancy between the results were

owing to fabrication and measurement setup tolerance. The comparison of simulated

and measured bandwidth and peak gain is shown in Table 4.4
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Figure 4.19: Return loss comparison among simulated and measured results (a) case-11
(b) case-01 (c) case-10 (d) case-00

4.2.3.2 Radiation Pattern

Figure 4.20 illustrates the comparison among simulated and measured radiation pattern

of the proposed antenna at resonating frequencies for various switching states. It could

be observed from Figure 4.20 that for all resonating frequencies the presented antenna

exhibits omni-directional radiation pattern in principle H-plane (θ = 90◦), as depicted

in Figure 4.20. On the other hand, for all resonating frequencies the antenna exhibits a

monopole like bi-directional radiation pattern in principle E-Plane (θ = 0◦), as depicted

in Figure 4.20. Moreover, it could also be observed for all switching state that the

proposed work exhibits strong agreement between simulated and measured results.
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Figure 4.20: Radiation pattern comparison among simulated and measured results for
case-00 (a) 2.24 GHz (b) 2.74 GHz (c) 3.71GHz

Table 4.4: Comparison among simulated and measured values for various switching
states

Switching.

State

Simulated

Bandwdith

(GHz)

Measured

Bandwdith

(GHz)

Simulated

Peak

Gain (dBi)

Measured

Peak

Gain (dBi)

Case-00 2.29-4.47 2.25 – 4.53 3.86 3.8

Case-01
2.3 – 2.65

3-4.5

2.1 – 2.78

3.09 – 4.57

2.44

3.91

2.39

3.82

Case-10
2.1 – 2.4

2.92-4.37

1.86-2.5

3.03-4.47

2.21

3.89

1.89

3.82

Case-11

2.17-2.35

2.64-2.85

3.19-4.34

1.93-2.4

2.62-2.93

3.19-4.65

2.26

2.01

3.9

2.17

1.96

3.79

4.2.3.3 Gain and Efficiency

Figure 4.21 illustrated the comparison among predicted and measured gain of the

proposed reconfigurable antenna. It could be observed from Figure 4.21 (a), when

both diodes are in ON-state the antenna exhibits a gain of < 2.5 dB in the operational
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band along with radiation efficiency of < 90%. On the other hand, it could be observed

from Figure 4.21 (b-d) that antenna in multiband mode shows the gain of < 2.4 dB in

passband regions along with radiation efficiency of < 89% while for band stop region

the gain and radiation efficiency of the proposed antenna decreases up to -8 dB and

22%, respectively. A strong agreement between simulated and measured results shows

the performance stability of the antenna.
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Figure 4.21: Comparison among simulated and measured gain along with predicted
radiation efficiency (a) case-11 (b) case-01 (c) case-10 (d) case-00

4.2.4 Comparison with state-of-the-artwork

Table 4.5 presents the comparison of the proposed work with state-of-the-artwork for

similar applications. It could be observed clearly that proposed antenna over perform

the related work by providing best combination of compact size, multimode operation,

wide operational region, relatively high gain and simple geometrical structure.
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Table 4.5: Comparison of proposed antenna with state of the artwork for similar
applications

Ref.
Dimension

(mm2)

Operation

Mode

Reconfig.

Technique

Operational

Region

(GHz)

Peak

Gain

(dBi)

[212] 65 × 10 Wideband N.A 1.6-2.2 2.45

[213] 25 × 30 Triband N.A 2.35-5.5 3.75

[214] 100 × 100 Single band PIN-diode (2) 2.2-3.8 6.5

[215] 70 × 70 Single Band Varactor (2) 2.6-3.8 5.92

[216] 50 × 50 Single Band Mechanical 2-4.5 5.5

[217] 27 × 27 Single Band Varactor (1) 1.4 – 2.6 2.48

[218] 14 × 36 Single Band PIN-diode (2) 2-2.6 N.R

[219] 27 × 25
Single and

Dual Band
PIN-diode (2) 2-6 2.8

[220] 20 × 16
Single and

Dual Band
PIN-diode (2) 2-6 3.13

[221] 50 × 45
Dual and

Triband
PIN-diode (2) 2-5.5 5.8

[222] 30 × 28
Dual and

Quadband
PIN-diode (1) 1.5-11 3.1

[223] 50 × 33
Wide and

Dualband
PIN-diode (2) 2-3.75 3.2

This work 30 × 30
Wide,dual and

triband
PIN-diode (2) 1.8-4.5 3.72
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4.3 A Compact Octa-Band Frequency Reconfigurable

Antenna

4.3.1 Introduction

In last decade, reconfigurable antenna gains considerable amount of attention [235, 236].

Reconfigurable antennas provide the ability to vary polarization, frequency, and pattern

as per users demand [237, 238, 239, 240]. They are preferred over multiband and

wideband antennas because they lead to a better solution against the band congestion

problems [194, 241]. In the literature, researchers utilized PIN diodes, radio frequency

microelectromechanical systems (RF MEMS), optical switches, and varactors diodes to

achieve frequency reconfigurability.

PIN diodes are widely used in frequency reconfigurable antennas due to ease of switch-

ing between different frequencies by simply controlling the biasing voltage [242].

Typically diodes are used to control current path in an antenna geometry to achieve

multi-band operations [243, 244, 245, 246, 247]. In [243, 244], three PIN diodes were

placed in the defected ground to switch between three different frequencies. Although

the reported antenna were compact, their supported frequency bands were not sufficient

for multi-band applications. Another tri-band frequency reconfigurable antenna was

presented in [245], where a single diode is placed in the radiator of the monopole

antenna. The antenna can switch between dual-band and single-band operating modes,

despite its large dimension.

In [246], the hexa-band frequency reconfigurable antenna was proposed, and the antenna

shows a compact size with dual operational mode. In [247, 248], octa-band antennas

were presented, and the design reported in [248] had the advantage of compact size

than that reported in [247], whereas the latter achieve dual and tri-band operational

mode by utilizing less number of diodes. Therefore, a compact antenna having more
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number of frequency bands while utilizing a minimum number of diodes is still a design

challenge for researchers. This motivates us to design a novel frequency reconfigurable

antenna. The major contributions of this work are as follow: (1) The proposed antenna

has compact size when compared with designs reported in literature. (2) The antenna

geometry comprises a simple structure, which minimizes the fabrication losses. (3) By

utilizing only two diodes, the antenna resonates at eight different frequencies having

four different dual-modes.

4.3.2 Design Methodology

The front, back, and side view of the proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna are

depicted in Figure 4.22 (a-c), with all important dimensions labelled by different

alphabets. The antenna geometry is engraved on the top side of ROGERS TMMR-4

having dielectric constant (εr) of 4.2 and loss tangent (θ) 0.002. The bottom side of

the antenna consists of the Defected Ground Structure (DGS). The standard copper

cladding of 0.035 mm is used for both the radiator and the DGS. Monopole antenna,

owing the advantage of a wider band as compared to other types of antennas, is designed

in first step. The length of the monopole antenna can be calculated using the analytical

equations given by:

Lp =
c

4fp
√
εeff

(4.11)

Where c is the speed of light which is 3×108ms−1, fp is the central resonating frequency,

which is given by:

fp =
c

λg
√
εeff

(4.12)

Where λg is the guided wavelength and εeff is the effective dielectric constant which is

126



CHAPTER 4. RECONFIGURABLE ANTENNA FOR 5G APPLICATIONS

given by:

εeff ≈
εr + 1

2
+
εr + 1

2
(1 + 12

Lx

H
)−0.5 (4.13)

where εr is the dielectric constant of the substrate, Lx is the width of the monopole, and

H is the thickness of the substrate.
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Figure 4.22: Proposed frequency reconfigurable antenna (a) top-view (b) bottom-view
(c) side-view. The metal traces are shown with yellow colour

The optimized length of the monopole designed at the operating frequency of 3.5 GHz is

found to be 18 mm, which is approximately equal to λg/4, as shown in Figure 4.23. The

overall dimensions of the antenna are: 26mm × 2mm × 1.524mm. The prototype was

simulated with ANSYS Higher Frequency Structure Simulator (HFSS), the magnitude

of reflection coefficients is plotted in Figure 4.24. To further miniaturize the dimension

of the conventional monopole, a rectangular slot of dimension (Py−2Gy)×(Px−2Gx) is

inserted in the radiator – this new antenna is referred to as Prototype-II. The introduction

of this slot increases the effective area of the antenna and thus shifts the resonance

toward the lower side. Moreover, the introduction of this slot also introduces an upper

band, as depicted in Figure 4.24.

To shift the resonance frequency back to 3.5 GHz, the dimensions of the antenna are

optimized. After a detailed parametric study, optimum dimensions are used in the
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Prototype-III, which are shown in Figure 4.23 (c). The Prototype-III resonates at 3.5

GHz and it can be seen from Figure 4.23 (a-c) that this prototype has physical area of

324 mm2, which is 44% smaller compared to the conventional monopole antenna that

has an area of 572mm2.
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Figure 4.23: Design evolution of the proposed antenna.

In the last step, two RF-PIN diodes (SC-79 by Skyworks) were utilized to achieve

frequency reconfiguration. The lumped elements were used in ANSYS HFSS to design

an equivalent model of PIN diode. The positions of the diodes are optimized to get

desire results while a DC block 100pF capacitor is also used to physically disconnect

the upper part of the radiator, as shown in Figure 4.22 (a). The optimized dimensions

of the proposed antenna are as follow: Ax = 18mm;Ay = 18mm;Px = 13mm;Py =

16mm;Gx = 4mm;Gy = 2mm;G1 = 2.75mm;G2 = 0.5mm;Fx = 4mm;Fy =

2mm;H = 1.524mm;C = 100pF .
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Figure 4.24: The magnitude of reflection coefficient of three different prototypes
designed and simulated with electromagnetic solver

4.3.3 Results and Discussion

4.3.3.1 Simulation and Measurement Setup

The simulations of the proposed antenna were carried out using electromagnetic solver

(EM) HFSS using appropriate conditions. Furthermore, to minimize the effect of the

connector on antenna performance, commercially available SMA is modelled and used

at the antenna feed for numerical analysis. The equivalent electrical model of the

PIN-diode utilized for simulation was presented in the Figure 4.25. For ON-state the

PIN-diode behaves like a series combination of inductor and resistor, while for OFF-

state the diode behaves like a series combination of inductor with parallel combination

of resistor and capacitor, as depicted in Figure 4.25 (a) and (b), respectively.
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Figure 4.25: Electrical equal model of PIN diode (a) ON-state (b) OFF-state (c) biasing
circuit

For ease of understanding diode OFF-state is represented by ‘0’ while diode ON-state

is represented by ‘1’. Figure 4.26 illustrates the fabricated prototype of the proposed

antenna utilized for measurement purpose. Vector Network Analyzer (VNA) (Model no.

E5063A with range of 500 MHz to 18 GHz, by Keysight Tech.) was utilized to measure

the return loss of the proposed work. The broadband horn antenna (1 – 18 GHz) was

utilized for the measurements of far-field parameters including radiation pattern and

gain.

4.3.3.2 Return Loss

Figure 4.27 presents the comparison of magnitude of reflection coefficient of the

proposed antenna for various switching states. For case-00 the antenna resonates at

two frequencies of 4.6 GHz and 7.2 GHz with respective predicted bandwidth of 1020

MHz and 840 MHz, as depicted in Figure 4.27 (a), while measured values shows the

impedance bandwidth of 1390 MHz and 1010 MHz for resonating frequency of 4 GHz

and 6.85 GHz, respectively. It could also be observed from Figure 4.27 (a) that for case-

01 antenna resonates at 4.1 GHz and 7 GHz with respective impedance bandwidths of
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Figure 4.26: The fabricated prototype of proposed antenna utilized for measurements

760 MHz and 1090 MHz. On the other hand, the measured value shows the resonating

frequencies of 4 GHz and 6.85 GHz having respective bandwidth of 870 MHz and 1210

MHz, as depicted in Figure 4.27(a).

It could observed from Figure 4.27 (b) that antenna start resonating at 4.4 GHz and

6.92 GHz for case-10, where antenna exhibits the simulated bandwidths of 810 MHz

and 1400 MHz while measured impedance bandwidths were observed to be 1100

MHz and 1520 MHz, respectively. At last, for case-11, the simulated |S11| > -10 dB

bandwidths were observed to be 560 MHz and 1350 MHz at the resonating frequencies

of 3.5GHz and 6.87 GHz, respectively. The measured results shows that the antenna

exhibits impedance bandwidths of 920 MHz and 1240 MHz for respective resonating

frequencies of 3.55 GHz and 7 GHz, as depicted in Figure 4.27 (b). In general,

predicated and measured return loss shows a strong agreement between each other,

while a little discrepancy was due to fabrication and measurement tolerance.
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Figure 4.27: The magnitude of reflection coefficient for various switching cases of the
proposed antenna

4.3.3.3 Far-Field Analysis

Figure 4.28 (a-f) depicts the comparison among predicted and measured radiation pattern

at the various frequencies. The antenna exhibits an omni-directional radiation pattern in

principle E-Plane (θ = 0◦) for lower pass band frequencies, while a slightly distorted

omni-directional radiation pattern was observed for higher passband frequencies, as

depicted in Figure 4.28 (b) and (f). Regarding principle H-Plane (θ = 90◦) the antenna

exhibits an an 8-shaped bidirectional radiation pattern was observed for all selected

resonating frequencies. In general, a strong agreement was observed between simulated

and measured results for all selected frequencies, as depicted in Figure 4.28.
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Figure 4.28: Comparison among predicted and measured radiation pattern (a) case-00
(b) case-00 (c) case-01 (d) case-10 (e) case-11 (f) case-11

Figure 4.29 (a-b) presents the comparison among simulated and measure peak gain of

the proposed antenna along with numerically calculated radiation efficiency. It could

be observed from the Figure 4.29 that in all switching states the peak gain of antenna

varies from 2-3 dB in lower pass band while the gain varies from 3-4 dB in upper pass

band. The measured peak gain of the antenna for possible switching states of diode

was also in good agreement with simulated results. It could also observed, that the

antenna exhibits efficiency of more than 80% in both passbands, as depicted in Figure

4.29. Thus its performance stability makes it a potential candidate for compact devices

requiring multiband reconfigurable antenna.
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Table 4.6: Performance Comparison with Existing works

Ref. Dimension
(mm2)

Number of
diodes

Operational
Mode

Total No
of bands

[243] 400 3 Single band 3
[244] 675 3 Single band 3
[245] 1855 1 Single & Dual band 3
[246] 528 3 Single & Dual band 6
[247] 2250 2 Dual & Tri-band 8
[248] 476 3 Dual band 8

This Work 324 2 Dual band 8
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Figure 4.29: Comparison among simulated and measured gain along with radiation
efficiency

4.3.4 Comparison with state of the art work

Table 4.6 presents the comparison of presented work with recently reported antennas for

similar applications. It could be observed that the proposed work offers more bands as

compared to reported works in [243, 244, 245, 246] along with advantage of compact

size. Compared to the work presented in [247, 248], although the number of bands

are equal to them, the presented antenna offers physical compact size. Thus, it can

be deduced that presented antenna outperforms the related work by offering simple

structure along with compact size and a large number of bands.
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4.4 Summary

The three different antenna structures for frequency reconfiguration were explained in

this chapter. First of all, a CPW-fed reconfigurable triangular monopole antenna for

wideband operation mode was designed. The proposed antenna resonates at various

frequencies of 2.1 GHz, 2.25 GHz, 2.45 GHz, 3.3 GHz, 3.5 GHz, and 8 GHz. Secondly,

a reconfigurable wideband triangle shaped monopole antenna to cover 5G sub-6-GHz

band was presented. Two V-shaped slots were utilized to achieve two notch bands, PIN

diodes were used for reconfigurablity. In the last, compact frequency reconfigurable

antenna was proposed that operates in eight different frequencies in four dual-band

modes. All these proposed antennas achieves strong agreement between simulated and

measured results along with acceptable gain, omnidirectional radiation pattern, and

high efficiency.
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Design of Reconfigurable Antennas on

Flexible Substrates

5.1 Introduction

In this modern era, usage of flexible/semi-flexible devices increases exponentially due

to their numerous advantages over rigid devices, which are not limited to the durability,

low weight, flexibility, portability, and energy efficient. Antenna, being responsible for

transmitting and receiving signal, plays a major role in designing a compact communic-

ation system. Obviously, flexible devices will require flexible antennas. Researchers

are looking for flexible antenna with high radiation efficiency, compact size, wide

bandwidth, high gain, low complexity and robust impedance matching requirements.

136



CHAPTER 5. DESIGN OF RECONFIGURABLE ANTENNAS ON FLEXIBLE
SUBSTRATES

5.2 A Flexible Antenna with Frequency and Radiation

Pattern Reconfigurability

5.2.1 Introduction

Multifunctional antennas become popular in wireless communication systems as they

can reduce the overall number of the antennas and thus reduce the undesired mutual

coupling and other drawbacks required to larger antenna dimensions [249]. Reconfig-

urable antennas allow ease of integration of numerous radio frontends into on system.

The common operational mode of the reconfigurable antennas is on-demand frequency,

polarization, and pattern reconfigurability [60, 250]. The various techniques deployed

to achieve reconfigurability include electrical, material, and mechanical methods by

utilizing PIN diodes, optical switches, metasurface, micro fluids, mechanical switches,

and so on [251]. Besides, researchers also design compound type reconfigurable an-

tennas where a combination of more than one reconfigurability could be found, e.g., a

frequency and pattern reconfigurability or frequency and polarization reconfigurability

at the same time [252, 253, 254].

The demand for flexible electronics increases rapidly owing to their advantages of

conformability, lightweight, and durability over rigid antennas. Therefore, a natural

demand for flexible, planar compact antennas, and easy integration with a modern

flexible device has emerged [255]. Moreover, the compact dimension of flexible devices

and overcrowded band spectrum allocation for various wireless communications require

flexible and reconfigurable antennas. In this context, numerous works have been re-

ported in the literature. However, existing works have a set of larger dimensions along

with the limit of only pattern reconfigurability [256, 257] or frequency reconfigurability

[227, 258]. A frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna based on the

center-shorted technique was presented in [259]. Two groups of varactors diodes were
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used for tunning the frequency and switching between broadside and monopole-like

radiation pattern. Another low profile hybrid reconfigurable antenna by using the PIN

diodes was explained in [260]. The antenna structure consists of slits and patch that

were connected using PIN diodes. An antenna array was designed in [261] for frequency

and radiation pattern reconfiguration. An independent biasing voltage is designed for

pattern reconfigurability. A compact frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable

antenna for wireless communications was explained in [262]. To cover the the 5G ap-

plication, a novel frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna was presented

in [263]. The proposed antenna consists of the two patches and the different states of

the transistors resonate the antenna at the required frequency. Moreover, these hybrid

reconfigurable antennas [259, 260, 261, 262, 263] have the drawbacks of rigid structure,

large antenna size, and complex biasing structure which prevents their applications from

flexible electronics. A frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable antenna to cover

1.9 and 2.4 GHz bands was explained in [264]. The proposed antenna is flexible but it

has complex antenna structure and used excessive PIN diodes.

In this Section, a frequency and pattern reconfigurable antenna is designed and realized

using diode biasing. Two inverted L-shaped stubs are imprinted on the top side of

a triangular monopole antenna. By changing the state of diodes, these stubs can be

electrically connected and disconnected with the radiator. When either of the stubs

is connected to the radiator, a relative phase difference occurs at both ends of the

radiator. This changes the direction of the electromagnetic radiations, thus pattern

reconfigurability could be achieved. Moreover, due to the reactive load introduced

by the stubs, the effective length of the antenna is changed and hence the frequency

reconfigurability is achieved. A simple yet effective technique is exploited for these

features. Moreover, a simpler geometrical structure, less PIN diodes, and compact

size emphasize the novelty of the proposed antenna as compared to the state-of-the-art

works.
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5.2.2 Antenna Design and Methodology

Figure 5.1 shows the top, back, and side view of the geometrical configuration of the

proposed flexible and compound reconfigurable antenna. The antenna geometry is

imprinted on the top side of the ROGERS 5880LZ substrate having a dielectric constant

εr of 2.1 and tangent loss (tan θ) of 0.002, while the thickness (H) of the substrate is

0.254mm. The antenna consists of a coplanar waveguide (CPW) fed semicircular patch

of radius R connected with a triangular radiator. Next, two inverted L-shaped stubs

having the longest arm length SL, shortest arm length SW and width SG is connected to

the triangular radiator using two RF PIN diodes D1 and D2 by SKYWORKS© having

model number SMP-1345 SC-79. Two capacitors C1 and C2 of 100 pF capacitance

are inserted to block DC current to flow towards the SMA connector. On the backside

of the substrate, small biasing pads were engraved to provide the required voltage and

current to switch the state of diodes, while the two inductors L1 and L2 of 68nH were

inserted to block unnecessary RF currents. The optimized parameters of the proposed

antenna are as follows (unit: mm): W = 40;L = 50;h = 0.254;Lg = 18;Wg = 5; g =

0.5;WF = 3;LF = 5;w1 = 24.1;w2 = 2;L1 = 21.3;L2 = 5.

5.2.2.1 Design of the Compact Flexible Monopole Antenna

The proposed flexible antenna is originally derived from a conventional quarter-wave

rectangular monopole antenna. The resonating frequency of the monopole antenna can

be estimated by [265].

fr =
c

4Lo
√
εeff

(5.1)

Where c is the velocity of light, Lo is the effective length of the rectangular radiator and

εeff is the effective dielectric constant for A/h < 1, which can be computed as:
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Figure 5.1: The proposed antenna (a) front view (b) back view (c) side view

εeff =
εr + 1

2
+
εr − 1

2

[
(1 + 12

h

w
)−0.5 + 0.04(1− w

h
)2
]

(5.2)

εr is the relative permittivity and h is the thickness of the substrate, while A is the

width of the radiator. Next, to enhance the bandwidth of the conventional monopole,

the lower edges of the radiator were truncated. The effects of truncation of the corner

of the radiator on the performance of the antenna are well discussed in [266] . In the

end, a semicircular patch having radius r is loaded with a triangular patch to provide an

additional path for the flow of current, which consequently improved the impedance

mismatching, as depicted in Figure 5.2.

5.2.2.2 Design of the Compound Reconfigurable Antenna

Next, the flexible antenna designed above is utilized to design a compound reconfig-

urable antenna by loading two inverted L-shaped stubs at the upper corners of the

triangular radiator. The insertion of the stub at either end of the radiator generates a

respective phase difference between two ends of the radiator, which resulted in pattern
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Figure 5.2: Extraction of the wideband antenna from conventional monopole

reconfigurability, as depicted in Figure 5.3. The phase difference Φ generated due to

the presence of the stub can be calculated by:

Φ ≈ 2πcLt

f
(5.3)

Here π ≈ 22/7, c is the velocity of light, f is the resonating frequency of the antenna,

and Lt is the effective length of the stub, which can be calculated by:

Lt ≈ L1 + L2 (5.4)
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Figure 5.3: Effect of stub loading on the radiation patterns of the antenna

Noteworthily, due to the insertion of the stub, the surface charges redistribute itself and

flow more toward the stub, which forces the electromagnetic waves to propagate in a

specific direction resulting in the deformation of the radiation pattern in that specific

direction, as illustrated in Figure 5.3. Next, the reactance loaded at the end of the

radiator due to the insertion of the stub increases the effective area of the radiator, which

results in the generation of additional resonance at a lower frequency, as depicted in

Figure 5.4. Moreover, when both ends were loaded with stubs, the maximum surface

charge distribution is along with the stubs while less amount of charges are distributed

on the triangular patch. Therefore, the resonance is mainly due to stubs, and the antenna

starts representing only at a lower frequency. Then two PIN diodes are inserted between

stubs and triangular patch to achieve on-demand frequency and pattern reconfigurability

as shown previously in the final proposed design (See Figure 5.1).
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Figure 5.4: S-parameters comparison of various steps involved in antenna designing

5.2.3 Results and Discussion

The simulation of the proposed antenna was done using Higher Frequency Structure

Simulator (HFSS) electromagnetic solver. The equivalent electrical model of the diode

was constructed by utilizing lumped elements in such a way that for ON-state, the diode

behaves like a series combination of 0.7 nH inductor with 5Ω resistor. While for OFF-

state, the diode behaves like a series combination of 0.7 nH inductor along with a parallel

combination of 5 kΩ resistor and 0.2 pF capacitor. Figure 5.5 illustrates the equivalent

model of diode along with the biasing circuit use to provide pure DC-current to switch

the state of the diode. Additionally, to validate the findings, a prototype of the proposed

antenna is fabricated and tested as shown in Figure 5.6. The reflection coefficient of the

proposed antenna was measured by portable vector network analyzer (Anritsu S820E).

The antenna and propagation kit (ME1310) from Keysight Technologies was used to

measure the radiation pattern of the antenna prototype.
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Figure 5.5: Equivlaent model of diode for (a) ON-state (b) OFF-state (c) biasing circuit
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Figure 5.6: Fabricated prototype of the proposed antenna: (a) Top view (b) bottom view

5.2.3.1 Reflection Coefficient

Figure 5.7 presents the simulated and measured reflection coefficient of the proposed

antenna for different switching cases of the diode. For case-00 (both diodes are in OFF-

state), the simulated results show that the antenna exhibits an impedance bandwidth of
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410 MHz (1.91-2.32 GHz), while the measured results show that the antenna exhibits

impedance bandwidth of 480 MHz ranging from 1.81-2.29 GHz. When either of the

diode D1 or D2 is OFF (case-01 or case-10), a simulated impedance bandwidth of

830 MHz (1.68-2.51 GHz) is achieved. On the other hand, the measured value for

case-01 is noted to be 910 MHZ (1.64-2.55 GHz), and that for case-10 was 920 MHz

ranging 1.635-2.555 GHz. The minor discrepancy between case-01 and case-10 is due

to the imperfect fabrication and measurement system. For case-00 (both diodes are in

OFF-state), the antenna starts resonating at 1.8 GHz having simulated and measured

impedance bandwidth of 400 MHz (1.65-2.05 GHz) and 460 MHz (1.63-2.09 GHz),

respectively. In general, good agreement among simulated and measured scattering

parameter results was observed due to negligible effect of the biasing circuit as it is

printed on the backside of the substrate.
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Figure 5.7: Comparison between measured and simulated s-parameters

5.2.3.2 Conformability Analysis

For any flexible device, the antenna should maintain characteristics for non-conformal

and conformal condition, therefore the presented antenna is bent along X-axis, and

Y-axis and its characteristics are analyzed. For simulation purposes, the antenna is

wrapped on a cylinder of radius 25 mm, which is chosen by keeping in mind that the

edges of the antenna do not touch each other (Figure 5.8 (a)). For measurements, a
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flexible foam having a similar radius was chosen and the fabricated prototype was

attached to it, as depicted in Figure 5.8 (b). The S-parameters of the antenna with

different switching states under the conformal condition are shown in Figure 5.9. Strong

agreement along simulated and measured results was observed for all switching states.

Moreover, the similar results for conformal and non-conformal condition pronounce the

potential of proposed work for both rigid and flexible devices.

(a)

(b)

Figure 5.8: System of the structure used for conformability analysis: (a) Simulation
setup and (b) Measurement setup.
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Figure 5.9: Comparison between measured and simulated s-parameters

5.2.3.3 Far-Field Analysis of Conformal and Non-Conformable Antenna

Figure 5.10 presents the comparison among simulated and measured radiation patterns

of the antenna for possible switching states of diodes at various frequencies. It can be

observed from Figure 5.10 (a) and 5.10 (b) that for case-00 (at 2.1 GHz) and case-11

(at 1.8 GHz), the antenna exhibits omnidirectional radiation pattern in principle E-plane

(θ = 0◦), and a bi-directional radiation pattern is observed in H-plane (θ = 90◦).

Moreover, the value of simulated gain at 2.1 GHz and 1.8 GHz is observed to be

2.1 dBi and 1.8 dBi, respectively. While the measured values for these frequencies

were observed to be 2 dBi and 1.62 dBi for case-00 and case-11, respectively. On the

other hand, for case-10 and case-11, the radiation pattern of the proposed antenna gets

deviated from the original form and points toward 90◦ and -90◦ as depicted in Figure

5.10 (c) and 5.10 (d), respectively. Moreover, at the selected frequency of 2.1 GHz,
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for both case-01 and case-10, the simulated gain of the antenna is 2.98 dBi while the

measured value is observed to 2.82 dBi.
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Figure 5.10: Comparison among simulated and measured radiation pattern (a) 2.1 GHz
[case-00], (b) 1.8 GHz [case-11], (c) 2.1 GHz [case-01], (d) 2.1 GHz [case-10].

Figure 5.11 presents the radiation pattern of the proposed antenna under bend condition

along the X-axis and Y-axis. For brevity, only the measured results of case-01 and

case-10 were reported at the selected frequency of 2.1 GHz. When being bent along

Y-axis, the antenna exhibits identical results as of without bending. On the other hand,

when the antenna was bent along X-axis, a little deviation is observed, as depicted in

Figure 5.11 (c-d), which is mainly due to large variation in the flow of current when the

antenna was bent along the X-axis. The simulated value of the gain under conformal

condition was observed to 3.04 dBi while measured results show that the antenna

exhibits a gain of 2.8 dBi. In general, the antenna exhibits a good agreement between
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simulated results for both conformal and non-conformal cases, which confirms the

stability of the proposed work, thus making it a potential candidate for both conformal

and non-conformal applications.
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Figure 5.11: Comparison among simulated and measured radiation pattern of the
antenna under bend condition at 2.1 GHz (a) bend along Y-axis [case-10], (b) bent along
Y-axis, [case-01] (c) bent along X-axis [case-10], (d) bent along X-axis [case-01]

5.2.3.4 Comparison with state-of-the-art-work

The performances of the proposed antenna (in terms of overall size, reconfigurability

type, flexibility, RF switch type used for reconfigurability, and frequency bandwidth)

have been compared with state-of-the-art antennas in Table 5.1. The antenna over-

performs the reported antennas due to its smaller size, discrete RF switch type with the

advantages of flexibility, and both frequency and pattern reconfigurability.
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Table 5.1: Comparison of the proposed work with the state of the art-work

Ref.
Antenna

Size (mm2)

Reconfigurable

Type

Material

Type
RF Switch

Frequency

(GHz)

[256] 35× 25
Radiation

pattern
Flexible

2 PIN

diodes
2.4-2.48

[258] 50× 33 Frequency Flexible
2 PIN

diodes
2.18-2.58

[259] 85× 85

Frequency

& Radiation

pattern

Solid
6 Varactors

diodes
2.68-3.51

[260] 50× 50

Frequency

& Radiation

pattern

Solid
4 PIN

diodes

4.5/4.8

5.2/5.8

[261] 151× 160

Frequency

& Radiation

pattern

Solid
6 Varactors

diodes
2.15-2.38

[262] 23× 31

Frequency

& Radiation

pattern

Solid
3 PIN

diodes
3.1-6.8

[263] 112× 52

Frequency

& Radiation

pattern

Solid
18 NMOS

transistors
28/38

This work 40× 50

Frequency

& Radiation

pattern

Flexible
2 PIN

diodes
1.65-2.51
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5.3 A Compact Dual Band Flexible Antenna for 900

and 2450 MHz band Applications

5.3.1 Introduction

Industrial, Medical and Scientific (ISM) frequency band spectrum are the one of the

most used frequency bands. ISM bands are used in cellular radios, cordless phone,

Near Field Communication (NFC), Bluetooth, and Wi-Fi [267, 268]. Beside these,

hyperthermia therapy uses 2.45 GHz ISM band frequency to cure the cancer [269].

Moreover, ISM bands are also used in industries for induction heating, softening plastic,

welding of plastic and microwave heat treating [270].

Researchers have designed several single and dual band flexible antennas for 900 MHz

and 2450 MHz, which are the most common used ISM bands [205, 271, 272, 273, 274,

275, 276, 277, 278]. For an instant, a compact flexible fractal antenna was presented in

[205] for 2450 MHz application, although the reported work offers wide bandwidth,

compact size and high gain but it does not cover 900 MHz. A dual band flexible antenna

of 100 mm × 60 mm was presented in [271]. The antenna offers dual band operational

with a wide bandwidth, but its performance was adversely affected by bending. A

miniaturized dual band antenna for ISM band applications was proposed in [273],

however, it had several drawbacks, including rigid structure and narrow bandwidth.

Another compact antenna was presented in [274], where varactors tunning was utilized

to shift the frequency from 2.45 GHz to 900 MHz. However, this work also suffers

from rigid structure and narrow bandwidth at both bands.

In [276], an antenna was presented for 900, 1800 and 2450 MHz band applications.

The antenna consists of simple geometrical structure along with compact size of 43.5

mm × 48 mm. However, the antenna suffers from rigid structure, narrow bandwidth

and low gain. The Paper substrate based dual band flexible antenna was presented in
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[277]. It offers wide operational bandwidth, but having a large dimension and negative

gain at lower resonance. Contrary to this, a dual band flexible antenna based on felt

substrate was presented in [278], the antenna offers compact size along with reasonable

gain at the cost of structural complexity due to vias and unsatisfactory performance in

conformable condition.

Thus, there is still a need of compact flexible antenna, having wide operational band-

width, simple geometrical structure and high gain. Therefore, a dual band flexible

antenna was presented in this Section having the following key features:

• To the best of our knowledge, it is the compact size flexible antenna as compared to

the reported work in literature.

• The proposed antenna offers wide bandwidth at both frequencies of 900 MHz and

2450 MHz along with reasonable gain for said frequencies.

• The antenna exhibits a strong comparison of performance parameters between pre-

dicted and measured results in both bent and unbent condition, thus making the proposed

work a potential candidate for both conformal and non-conformable devices.

5.3.2 Antenna Design and Methodology

5.3.2.1 Antenna Design

Figure 5.12 illustrates the geometrical configuration of the proposed dual band flexible

antenna. The antenna was designed utilizing the flexible material by ROOGERS Corp.,

RT-5880 having relative permittivity (εr) of 2.2 and loss tangent (tan θ) of 0.0002. The

substrate had a thickness H while the overall dimension of the substrate was (length ×

width) AX × AY . The radiator of the proposed antenna was embedded on the top side

of substrate, which consist of titled W-shaped serpentine structure feed a microstrip line

having dimension of FX × FY . The backside of the substrate was consisting of partial

ground plane of length GX . A rectangular shaped slot was etched form a ground plane
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initially and afterword a capacitor was loaded at the center of the slot by means of two

small stubs of thickness g. The simulations were carried out using HFSS, while CST

Studio Suit was utilized to perform the conformability tests.

The optimized parameters of the proposed antenna areAX = 78mm;AY = 40mm;H =

0.254mm;GX = 28mm;GY = 15mm;G1 = 10mm;G2 = 14mm; g = 2mm;FX =

3.5mm;FY = 44mm;X1 = 14mm;X2 = 14mm;X3 = 5mm;X4 = 14mm;X5 =

4mm;Y1 = 30mm;Y2 = 36mm.
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Figure 5.12: The proposed antenna (a) top-view (b) back-view (c) side-view

5.3.2.2 Design Methodology

Figure 5.13 illustrates the various steps, involve in designing of the proposed antenna,

and their corresponding return loss. The antenna designing was divided in to four major

parts: (1) antenna design at 2.45GHz, (2) lower the resonating frequency, (3) impedance

matching at the lower resonating frequency, (4) capacitor loading to achieve dual band

behavior.

In the first step, a simple quarter wave monopole antenna was designed for the central

frequency of 2450MHz. The length (FY ) of the transmission line can be estimated
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using the relation provided.

FY =
c

2fc
√
εeff

(5.5)

Here fc is the desire central frequency, c is the free space speed of light (≈ 3×108ms−1)

and εeff is the effective dielectric constant which can be estimated:

εeff =
εr + 1

2
(5.6)

Here εr is the dielectric constant of the substrate. The length and width of the ground

plane can also be expressed as the integral part of the wavelength by:

GN =
c

xnfc
√
εeff

(5.7)

For length (GX) of the substrate xn ≈ 4.5 and for width (AY ) of the substrate xn ≈

3. The resultant antenna shows resonance around 2.45 GHz having an |S11| > -10dB

impedance bandwidth of 240 MHz ranging 2.37 – 2.61 MHz, as depicted in Figure 5.13

(b).

In step 2, serpentine structure was utilized to achieve lower resonance without effecting

the overall size of the antenna. A tilted W-shaped serpentine structure was constructed,

where the total effective length of the serpentine can be estimated by:

LT = xo
c

fc
√
εeff

(5.8)

Here LT is the total effective length of the serpentine, for the presented antenna it was

expressed as LT = 4 × Y2 + X1 + X2 + X4, where xo is the fractional part of the

wavelength at the desire frequency and for presented case xo ≈0.55. The resultant

antenna although shows a resonance at the lower frequency around the 900 MHz, but

the return loss of the resultant antenna was very low. Thus, to improve the return loss of

154



CHAPTER 5. DESIGN OF RECONFIGURABLE ANTENNAS ON FLEXIBLE
SUBSTRATES

the antenna Defected Ground Structure (DGS) was utilized.

In the third step, a rectangular slot was etched from the center of the ground plane,

which results in a U -shaped ground plane, as depicted in Figure 5.13 (a).The resultant

antenna shows a good impedance matching at the lower frequency of 875 MHz having

an impedance bandwidth of 200 MHz ranging 775 – 975 MHz. The desire lower band

of 900 MHz was covered by the antenna, but at the higher desire band of 2450MHz

the return loss is still very low. Thus, to overcome this a capacitor was loaded in

the middle of slot in ground plane, as depicted in Figure 5.13 (a). The presence of

capacitor introduces additional capacitor load, which nullify the inductive load due to

transmission line and results in the higher resonance. The final antenna exhibits a dual

band behavior having resonance around 900 MHz and 2450 MHz having a respective

impedance bandwidth of 200 MHz and 570 MHz, as illustrated in Figure 5.13 (b).
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Figure 5.13: (a) Geometrical configuration of various antennas involve in designing of
proposed antenna (b) return loss comparison among various antennas
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5.3.3 Results and Discussion

5.3.3.1 Scattering Parameters

Figure 5.14 illustrates the fabricated prototype of the antenna under conformal and

non-conformable condition along with the comparison among predicted and measured

results. Figure 5.14 (a-b) presets the top and bottom view of the fabricated prototype

used for measurments. Commercially available 50-Ω SMA connector was used for

excitation of antenna. E5063A ENA Network analyzer having frequency range of

500 MHz – 18 GHz was used for measuring return loss of the antenna. Figure 5.14

(e) presents the comparison among simulated and measured results of antenna under

normal condition, the antenna shows a good agreement between both results while

exhibiting wideband of 220 MHz (760 – 980 MHz) and 570 MHz (2200 – 2770 MHz)

at the resonating frequencies of 900 MHz and 2450 MHz, respectively.

Figure 5.14 (c) depicts the simulation setup for the conformability analysis of the

antenna along X-axis and Y-axis, while Figure 5.14 (d) illustrates the measurments

setup for the bending analysis of the proposed dual band antenna. For both X and

Y-axis, the antenna exhibits good agreement between each other as well as a strong

agreement between simulated and measured results, as depicted in Figure 5.14 (f). The

measured bandwidths of the antenna while bend along X-axis are 245 MHz (750 – 995

MHz) and 720 MHz (2130 – 2850 MHz) while for bend along Y-axis the measured

bandwidths are 270 MHz (728 – 998 MHz) and 585 MHz (2230 – 2815 MHz) at the

resonating frequencies of 900 MHz and 2450 MHz, respectively.

157



CHAPTER 5. DESIGN OF RECONFIGURABLE ANTENNAS ON FLEXIBLE
SUBSTRATES

�✁✂ �✄✂

�☎✂

�✆✂

�✝✂

✞✟✠ ✡✟✞ ✡✟✠ ☛✟✞ ☛✟✠ ☞✟✞
✌☛✠

✌☛✞

✌✡✠

✌✡✞

✌✠

✞

✍✎
✏✏
✍
✑✒
✓
✔

✕✖✗✘✙✗✚✛✜✢✣✤✥✦

✧★✩✪✫✬✭✮✯
✰✮✬✱✪✲✮✯

�✳✂

✞✟✠ ✡✟✞ ✡✟✠ ☛✟✞ ☛✟✠ ☞✟✞
✌☛✠

✌☛✞

✌✡✠

✌✡✞

✌✠

✞

✍✎
✏✏
✍
✑✒
✓
✔

✕✖✗✘✙✗✚✛✜✢✣✤✥✦

✧★✩✟ ✴✌✬✵★✱
✰✮✬✟ ✴✌✬✵★✱
✧★✩✟ ✶✌✬✵★✱
✰✮✬✟ ✶✌✬✵★✱

✷ ✸

✹

✹

✸

✷

Figure 5.14: Fabricated prototype of the proposed antenna (a) top-view (b) bottom
view; Setup for bending analysis (c) simulated (d) measured; (e) comparison among
simulated and measured results (f) comparison among results under bending condition

5.3.3.2 Radiation Pattern

Figure 5.15 (b-c) depicts the comparison among simulated and measured radiation

pattern at the respective frequencies of 900 MHz and 2450 MHz. It could be observed

from the Figure 5.15 (b-c) that antenna exhibits nearly omni-directional radiation pattern

in principle H-Plane (θ = 0◦) while a slightly distorted bi directional radiation pattern

was observed in principle E-Plane (θ = 90◦). The measured radiation pattern results

show a strong agreement with simulated one, as depicted in Figure 5.15(b-c), stating

the performance stability of the proposed antenna.
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5.3.3.3 Gain and Efficiency

Figure 5.15 (d) illustrates the comparison among numerically calculated and measured

gain of the proposed antenna. At the low pass band region, the numerically calculated

gain was reported to be 1.99 dB while the measured value show a peak gain of 1.85 dB.

On the other hand, higher pass band exhibits a simulated peak gain of 2.27 dB while

measured value shows a gain of 2.2 dB. The little difference between simulated and

measured value is infect due to fabrication tolerance and random error in measurement

setup. Moreover, the antenna exhibits simulated efficiency > 85% for both passbands.
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Figure 5.15: (a) Measurements setup for far-field analysis; predicted and simulated and
measured radiation pattern at (b) 900 MHz (c) 2450 MHz; (d) simulated and measured
gain
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5.3.4 Comparison with state-of-the-art-work

Table 5.2 presents the comparison of the proposed antenna with reported work in

literature. It could be observed that proposed work offer compact size as compared

to [271, 272, 275, 276, 277, 278], although antenna presented in [273, 274] offered

compact size as compared to proposed work but they have set back of rigid body

along with narrow bandwidth. Thus, it can be concluded that the proposed antenna

outperforms other related work and become a potential candidate for the present and

future communication systems.

Table 5.2: Performance Comparison with Existing works

Ref.
Dimension

(mm2)

Impedance

Bandwidth (MHz)

Peak Gain

(dBi)
Flexibility

[205] 30× 25 450 2.4 Yes

[271] 100× 60 200 / 350 1.6 / 1.9 Yes

[272] 115× 90 580 / 640 1.25 / 1.53 Yes

[273] 15× 15 30 / 70 5.34 / 4.49 No

[274] 65× 46 40 / 70 N.R No

[275] 70× 80 70 / 800 N.R No

[276] 44× 48 30 / 40 1.9 / 2.7 No

[277] 90× 100 200 / 70 1.3 / 2.4 Yes

[278] 60× 60 150 / 250 1.5 / 2.4 Yes

This work 78× 40 220 / 570 1.85 / 2.2 Yes

5.4 Summary

In this chapter, we present two novel flexible antenna designs for flexible wearable

applications. The first design is hybrid frequency and radiation pattern reconfigurable
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antenna. The proposed antenna shows the good simulated and measurement results,

which makes it applicable for 3G, 4G, LTE, GSM, and ISM bands. The second design

is capacitor loaded dual-band antenna for ISM applications. The negligible deviation of

resonance for conformal and non-conformal case makes it suitable for both rigid and

flexible devices.
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Chapter 6

Conclusion and Recommendation for

Future Works

6.1 Conclusion

In the era of modern wireless communication, mobile, connectivity, audio communic-

ation, and data transfer are the important part of everyone’s life. As antenna is vital

part of every communication system, which helps to connect different portable devices.

The design and concept of the antenna has been changed due to the advancement of

modern electronics devices. The devices with fixed antenna properties face challenges

in modern environment where frequency of operation, radiation pattern or polarisation is

required to change according to the system requirements. However, the idea of antenna

reconfiguration has helped to cope up the above-mentioned challenges and leads to

new possibilities. This research problem motivated us to find the scope by using the

reconfigurable antenna instead of fixed performance type for current and future modern

wireless devices. Reconfigurable antennas possess some properties like more compact,

cover multiple wireless bands, and reduce the complexity. It is best idea to use the

reconfigurable antennas for the improvement of system efficiency. There are various
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techniques and methods have been designed in the literature to tune the three properties

(frequency, radiation pattern, and polarization) of an antenna to make it reconfigurable.

However, there are some limitations like large antenna size, tunning range, complex bi-

asing circuit that remain and affect the efficiency of an antenna. The research goals were

achieved by designing several antenna prototypes that aimed multiple band coverage,

compact size, and stable antenna efficiencies at all switching states.

This thesis presents the detailed design methodology, analysis and prototypes of differ-

ent reconfigurable antennas for multiple wireless applications. The proposed antennas

provide the compact size, multiple frequency bands, and hybrid reconfigurable capabil-

ities, suitable for mobile stations and wearable electronic devices.

First of all, two PIFA antennas were designed. The first design illustrated the frequency

reconfigurable PIFA antenna, which is proposed for GSM850/900, and UMTS 2100

frequency bands. Two PIN diodes with different states are applied to generate the

required frequencies. The different parameters of proposed antenna are optimized. The

proposed antenna is fabricated, and measurements results showed good agreement with

simulated results in terms of return loss, radiation pattern, gain and efficiency. The

measurements results meet the requirements of several wireless standards. The main

feature of the first design is its highly compact size, while retaining a performance

comparable with existing designs. In the second design, a novel dual frequency band

and polarization-reconfigurable antenna is proposed. By using four PIN diodes, 800

MHz and 1.4 GHz operation is achieved for both horizontal and vertical polarizations.

Simulation results showed that return loss, radiation pattern, antenna gain, and E-field

distribution of the proposed reconfigurable antenna met conventional requirements.

In particular, the second design achieves a reflection coefficient of -10 dB in both

designed frequency bands, which is highly desirable in adverse impedance changing

environments.

Secondly, three different frequency reconfigurable antennas were proposed. In first

163



CHAPTER 6. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION FOR FUTURE WORKS

design, a compact multiband frequency reconfigurable antenna is presented. The an-

tenna contains a CPW-fed triangular monopole antenna generating wideband operational

mode. Two rectangular stubs are loaded to achieve frequency reconfigurability between

wideband, narrowband, and dual-band mode. Then, a rectangular stub loaded to an

inverted triangular patch is utilized to provide frequency reconfigurability between

dual-band and wideband mode. Finally, both antennas are joined together to form the

proposed multi-mode frequency reconfigurable antenna. The antenna offers a wideband

mode of 3-8GHz along with narrow bands at various frequencies of 2.1 GHz, 2.25 GHz,

2.45 GHz, 3.3 GHz, 3.5 GHz, and 8 GHz. The antenna achieves strong agreement

between simulated and measured results along with acceptable gain, omnidirectional

radiation pattern, and high efficiency. Moreover, the comparison to the related work

shows that the proposed antenna outperforms existing antennas in the literature, thus

making it a strong candidate for heterogeneous applications that requires a compact

multi-band and multi-mode antenna. The second design presents a compact frequency

reconfigurable antenna. Initially to cover 5G sub-6-GHz band a wideband triangle

shaped monopole antenna was designed which was originally inspired from rectangular

monopole antenna. Afterwards, two V-shaped slots were utilized to achieve two notch

bands, their length could be adjusted independently to achieve desire notch bands. At

the end, two RF-PIN diodes were inserted at the middle of slot such that when diodes

are in Off-state they active the slot and thus result in notching the band. The overall

size of antenna was 0.19λo × 0.19λo × 0.0081λo, where λo correspond to the free

space wavelength at lowest resonating frequency. The proposed work either operates

in wideband mode, two different dual-band modes or in tri-band, depending upon

the state of the diodes. Strong agreement between simulation and measured results,

along with reasonable gain in pass bands and very low gain in band stop region makes

the proposed antenna suitable candidate for 2.1 GHz 4G-LTE band, 2.45 GHz ISM

band, 5G-sub-6-GHz band and S-band satellite applications. In the last design, another
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compact frequency reconfigurable antenna was proposed that operates in eight different

frequencies in four dual-band modes. The operating modes are controlled using two

PIN diodes introduced in the radiating element. The presented antenna is characterized

by the good adaptation for all provided frequencies, higher efficiency values in the

whole range of frequencies, and a similar radiation pattern in all diode cases, which

makes it a promising candidate for various wireless applications.

Finally, this thesis concludes with two flexible antenna designs for wearable applications.

The first design presents a hybrid frequency and pattern reconfigurable antenna. The

geometrical structure of the proposed antenna consists of a semicircular patch loaded

on a triangular radiator along with two inverted L-shaped stubs, which are utilized to

achieve compound reconfigurability using diodes. The antenna comprises of a simple

structure along with a compact size of 0.29λo×0.24λo×0.001λo. The frequency of the

proposed antenna can be switched from 2.1 GHz to 1.8 GHz by switching the state of

both diodes in OFF and ON-state, respectively. Moreover, when one diode is in ON-state

and the other in OFF-state, the antenna shows a wide impedance bandwidth of 1.65-2.5

GHz along with tilted radiation patterns in the E-plane. The strong agreement between

simulated and measured results for both conformal and non-conformal conditions makes

the proposed work a promising candidate for the applications operating in 3G, 4G, LTE,

GSM, and ISM bands. In second design, a dual-band capacitor loaded DGS flexible

antenna for ISM applications is presented. The combination of serpentine, DGS and

additional capacitor loading results in dual resonance at 850 MHz and 2520 MHz with

a compact size of 0.22λ × 0.11λ × 0.0007λ. The presented antenna shows a good

agreement between simulated and measured for both conformal and non-conformal

scenarios. Furthermore, the negligible deviation of resonance for conformal and non-

conformal case makes the presented work a promising candidate for both rigid and

flexible devices.
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6.2 Recommendation for Future Works

The reconfigurable antennas have attractive features and provide flexibility in adjusting

the functionality of the system, minimizing overall system volume and circuit com-

plexity. It is desired to use the reconfigurable antenna to increase the system capacity,

spectrum and energy efficiency. To make an antenna reconfigurable and change its

three main properties (resonance frequency, radiation pattern and polarization), different

methods and novel design ideas have been proposed in the literature. However, there is

still some imperfection, which adversely affects the performance of the reconfigurable

antennas. These imperfections include large antenna size, limited gain, and non-linear

behaviour of RF switches, narrow bandwidth, complex impedance matching circuit,

complicated biasing circuit and finite overall performance.

1. These work can be enhanced by using varactor diode or with MEMS for wearable

electronic technology.

2. Hybrid reconfigurable can be implemented in the future. Pattern reconfigur-

ation helps to achieve the narrow beam for 5G applications, and polarization

reconfiguration is highly recommended to avoid the propagation loss in portable

devices.

3. The proposed antenna designs can be implemented for array configuration by

using some microwave circuits to attain the wide range of applications.

4. Due to implementation of 5G/6G in the future, the modern wireless technology

and advanced electronics systems will require huge demand of reconfigurable

antenna for different applications like IoT devices, massive MIMO, cognitive

radios, and vehicle-to-vehicle communication. The reconfigurable antennas will

provide the easiness for different wireless services simultaneously, flexibility, and

more functionality.
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