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seeing a mental healthcare provider decreased the risks 
for readmissions (OR=0.40, 95%CI[0.19, 0.83]). Patients 
diagnosed with cardiovascular disease and Type II diabetes 
were associated with smaller odds of readmission. Policy 
Implications: Residence in rural areas (or micropolitan sta-
tistical areas) or being black Medicaid beneficiaries predicted 
greater odds of readmission to ambulatory care among older 
patients. Rural patients experienced lower likelihood of staff 
responsiveness after adjusting for other factors. Further re-
search should explore the basis of these disparities. Mental 
health diagnoses in depressive and psychosis disorders also 
called upon additional studies regarding special care needs.

SESSION 7520 (POSTER)
RESEARCH METHODS AND ISSUES: QUALITATIVE

Abstract citation ID: igae098.3181
CO-DESIGNING RESEARCH IN COLLABORATION 
WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE RESIDENTS AND STAFF IN 
LONG-TERM CARE FOR OLDER ADULTS
Kay Shannon1, David Jones2, and Katie Featherstone3,  
1. Auckland University Of Technology, Auckland, Auckland, 
New Zealand, 2. Manukau Institute of Technology, Ōtara, 
Auckland, New Zealand, 3. University of West London, 
London, England, United Kingdom

One New Zealand provider of long-term care for older 
adults has shown fortitude in overcoming obstacles to 
developing a homelike facility where 81 residents live in small 
houses and continue with activities that connect them with 
lifelong identities. The CARE Village, Te Manaaki a Tura is 
the host organization for the sequential mixed methods study, 
which aims to compare resident experiences and outcomes 
in homelike and traditional facilities. Phase one determined 
the impact of the homelike model of care on International 
Resident Assessment Instrument (interRAI) quality indi-
cators. The phase two qualitative study to understand the 
operationalization of nursing care at both types of facilities 
was co-designed with residents and staff of The CARE Village, 
Te Manaaki a Tura, including the staff-led Māori Cultural 
Awareness Team. The presentation reports on the co-design 
process. This presentation will discuss the co-design process 
and the meaningful contributions and insights to designing 
the qualitative research including developing questions for re-
search participants and developing the strategy for analysing 
the data. Co-designers who are residents demonstrated their 
fortitude in continuing to provide service to the community. 
Co-design is becoming increasingly important as researchers 
and practitioners must include the perspectives of clients and 
other stakeholders in their work. Therefore, this presentation 
offers advice for those wanting to learn about the practical 
elements of the process.
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Worldwide, 10 million people are diagnosed with dementia 
each year. The experience of receiving a dementia diagnosis is 
commonly described in terms of lost identity and self-worth, 
with feelings of grief, fear of decline, and worries of becoming 
a burden. Such feelings are exacerbated by pervasive stigma-
tization and narratives that perpetuate the misconception that 
a diagnosis equals the end of a meaningful life. Moreover, 
people with dementia (PWD) are not only absent from 
stigma-reduction campaigns but they are underrepresented 
and overlooked across the research-practice-public health 
continuum. The present study aims to (1) explore perspec-
tives and experiences of dementia-related stigma among PWD 
and (2) to examine how active participation in awareness and 
education campaigns by PWD influences their feelings/ex-
periences of stigma. Netnographic methods were employed 
to analyze archived reflections (~3k) gathered from the 
UK-based Dementia Diaries—an online platform dedicated 
to fostering dialogue and combating stigma surrounding de-
mentia. Between 2015 and 2023, 109 individuals contributed 
2,946 diary entries to the platform, with 1 to 332 (M=64.04; 
SD=96.3) entries per person. This analysis identified themes 
of avoidance, abandonment, and invisibility in PWD’s en-
counters with stigma, and references to the transformative 
impact of self-advocacy efforts. PWD attest that involvement 
in awareness activities fosters humanization and shifts atti-
tudes, promoting inclusion, empathy, and solidarity. Future 
research should examine the mechanisms underpinning these 
effects, with an emphasis on personal narratives, advocacy, 
and stigma-countering strategies. Policy interventions could 
have broader societal impact by prioritizing meaningful so-
cial interactions with PWD and harnessing positive represen-
tations in stigma-reduction campaigns.
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Background: Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is a fatal chronic 
neurodegenerative disease, and its incidence and mortality 
rate are closely related to age. Once diagnosed, patients 
need to take long-term medication, which seriously affects 
the quality of life of those who are ill. Research has 
demonstrated that the educational toy is an effective inter-
vention to improve cognitive function among patients with 
mild Alzheimer’s disease. Despite the rapid growth in de-
veloping educational toys, incorporation of stakeholders’ 
views has been limited. Objective: This project aimed to 
identify the design elements that should be considered 
during development of educational toys for patients, from 
the perspectives of patients with mild Alzheimer’s disease 
and their caregivers. Materials and 
methods: A total of 10 patients with mild Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and 12 caregivers were selected. Participants were 
recruited using purposive sampling. Semi-structured 
interviews were conducted between August and November 
2023. The content analysis method was used to summarize 
the interview data and refine the themes. 
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