W) Check for updates

Special Collection: Affirming Methodologies - Local and Indigenous Approaches to Social Justice and Transformation - Editorial

International Journal of Qualitative Methods

Affirming Methodologies: Local and © The Author) 202
° - . DQI: 10.1177/160940692614551_]_.7
Indigenous Approaches to Social Justice ,ouma.gsagepubxg/hggeg,.g

and Transformation

Introduction

This special collection “Affirming Methodologies — Local and Indigenous approaches to Social Justice and Transformation”
sought to highlight Local and Indigenous ways of sharing knowledges among Caribbean and global majority populations
within an Affirming Methodologies framework. It was our intention, as guest editors, to showcase research which engaged
culturally relevant research methodologies to investigate issues with clear outcomes of transformative practice and social
justice. Importantly, we hoped to present research studies employing affirming methodologies centering the knowledges of
Indigenous, Black, and People of Colour. This focus allowed for those traditionally othered in academia by dominant
theorizations and knowledge systems to speak for themselves and with others. This lens also makes visible the worldviews,
realities and practices of peoples from whom knowledge is sought and shared, and enables those involved in research
(whether as scholars, activists or educators) to have agency in co-creating knowledge with fellow participants as co-
researchers (Fernandez Santana et al., 2019; Wilson et al., 2018).

Within an Affirming Methodology approach is the liberation and freedom of working within our epistemologies and
ontologies, considering in its entirety, the knowledge that is shared (De Four-Babb et al., 2022). Crucial to the concept of
Affirming Methodologies is reciprocity, relationship, and respect, not only for engaging with qualitative research but within
quantitative or mixed methodologies, and not only for academia but for the community (Nakhid et al., 2019). Additionally, a
Critically Affirming Methodologies framework allows for the nuances of our own ways of doing, being, and knowing to be
critiqued, acknowledging that we all hold different consciousnesses, and that debates, arguments and contestations are
helpful in moving us forward (Nakhid, 2026). Affirming methodologies are considered valuable in and of themselves and do
not seek to justify or rationalise their relevance, with Local and Indigenous knowledges embodied within and ensuring that
previously marginalized and silenced voices will be heard (Nakhid et al., 2022). The researcher is cognizant of how our
histories have informed and shaped knowledge that emanates from our living realities and experiences, and recognizes that,
crucial to Affirming Methodologies are the relationships with those who share their knowledges.

The articles accepted for publication by the journal and its reviewers highlight the tensions that exist in adopting and re-
engaging with methodologies that are culturally relevant yet have not been given nor seek exposure in Western and
Eurocentric academic spaces. It also reveals the challenges for journals in finding reviewers comfortable or knowledgeable
with culturally affirming methodologies which centre and reference the ways of knowing for Indigenous, Local, Black and
Persons of colour, particularly those from lesser-known regions and communities (Nakhid & Farrugia, 2021; Nakhid-
Chatoor et al., 2018). The articles within this Special Collection reveal the challenges by the authors to integrate affirming
methodologies within an investigation of social justice issues that could lead to transformative outcomes. We empathise with
this, as the demands and constraints of research such as finances, time, and expectations to research in a particular way, have
dissuaded many researchers from venturing beyond what and how they have been traditionally taught to understand and carry
out research. While several of the articles presented here reveal this tension, there are two papers that have successfully
managed to present methodologies that embody these ways of knowing and critiquing knowledge (analysis) - “Extending the
Lime [De Lime Cyah Done]: Challenging Mainstream Discourses with Culturally Affirming Methodologies™ and “Ngopi as
Methodology: Reclaiming Indonesian Practices for Knowledge Co-Creation” (Husniyah, 2026). While the remaining papers
do offer some reference to Indigenous or Local research methodologies, their methodologies and methods of analysis remain
Western-centric and devoid of an holistic embrace of Indigenous or Local research practices. For us, as guest editors, the
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Special Collection falls short of the type of papers we originally envisaged. However, we acknowledge the effort made by
researchers to refer to Indigenous, Local and culturally relevant research methodologies. It is our hope that researchers,
academia and journals continue to recognize the necessity and value of employing an Affirming Methodologies framework to
research, to transformative practice and social justice, and to respecting the histories and living realities of those from Local,
Indigenous, Black and People of Colour communities who share their knowledges. Engaging, encouraging, supporting and
sustaining community researchers and reviewers as well as those in academia who work within this framework is essential to
making this research available.

Camille Nakhid' , Talia Esnardz, Shakeisha Wilson-Scott® and Ato Rockcliffe*

School of Social Sciences and Humanities, Auckland University of Technology, Auckland, New Zealand
“Department of Behavioural Sciences, The University of the West Indies at St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago
’Department of Sociology, Psychology and Social Work, The University of the West Indies, Kingston, Jamaica
4

Centre For Kinesiology, Physical Education, And Sport, The University of Trinidad and Tobago, Valsayn, Trinidad
and Tobago

ORCID iD
Camille Nakhid (2 https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3537-2237

References

De Four-Babb, J., Esnard, T., Bristol, L., Coye, T., Ibrahim-Joseph, L., Gill-Grill, I., & Perez, L. (2022). Comparative collaboration:
Possibilities and positionalities within culturally affirming methodologies. In C. Nakhid, M. Nakhid-Chatoor, A. Fernandez-Santana,
& S. Wilson-Scott (Eds.), Affirming Methodologies (pp. 115-127). Routledge.

Fernandez Santana, A., Nakhid, C., Nakhid-Chatoor, M., & Wilson, S. (2019). Liming and Ole Talk: Foundation for a culturally relevant
Caribbean methodology. Caribbean Studies Journal, 47(1), 99-123.

Husniyah, A. (2026). Ngopi as Methodology: Reclaiming Indonesian Practices for Knowledge Co-Creation. International Journal of
Qualitative Methods.

Nakhid, C. (2022). Introduction: Defining affirming methodologies and articulating a Caribbean space. In C. Nakhid, M. Nakhid-Chatoor,
A.F. Santana, & S. Wilson-Scott (Eds.), Affirming methodologies: Research and education in the Caribbean (pp. 1-14). Taylor &
Francis.

Nakhid, C. (2026). Towards a Caribbean Research Curriculum — Caribbean Research Methodologies and the Importance of Identities,
Community and Graduate Student Stewardship. Caribbean Curriculum. (Forthcoming).

Nakhid, C., & Farrugia, C. (2021). Affirming methodologies in two African diasporic contexts: The sharing of knowledge through liming
and ole talk among Caribbean Islanders in Aotearoa New Zealand and the practice of sharing with Sydney-based Africans. Peabody
Journal of Education, 96(2), 177-191. https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2021.1905359

Nakhid, C., Mosca, J., & Nakhid-Schuster, S. (2019). Liming as research methodology, Ole talk as research method - A Caribbean
methodology. Journal of Education and Development in the Caribbean, 18(2), 1-18. https://doi.org/10.46425/j118024995

Nakhid-Chatoor, M., Nakhid, C., Wilson, S., & Fernandez Santana, A. (2018). Exploring Liming and Ole Talk as a Culturally Relevant
Methodology for Researching with Caribbean People. International Journal of Qualitative Methods.

Wilson, S., Nakhid, C., Fernandez-Santana, A., & Nakhid-Chatoor, M. (2018). An interrogation of research on Caribbean social issues:
establishing the need for an indigenous Caribbean research approach. AlterNative: An International Journal of Indigenous Peoples,
15(1), 3—12. https://doi.org/10.1177/1177180118803692


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3537-2237
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3537-2237
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3537-2237
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2021.1905359
https://doi.org/10.46425/j118024995
https://doi.org/10.1177/1177180118803692

	Affirming Methodologies: Local and Indigenous Approaches to Social Justice and Transformation
	Introduction
	ORCID iD
	References


