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This work involved a constant weighing up of issues and aesthetics. You
could say, ok, I want to talk about gaps, just rip something and frame it,

or else you can choose something visually engaging that leads you to the
issues. I wanted to represent the gap, the divisions between people

regarding land issues in New Zealand.
Using organic material such as art paper and physically ripping it apart to
create a metaphor for a landscape and a divided people. I used charcoal
to emphasise the contours while also referencing the burning (charring) of

the land for agricultural purposes.

Dorina: When I started to think about a contribution to the exhibition under
new skies, issues of colonisation and land grievances were the first that

came to mind, and remained the only ones. This connected with the gap I
remembered from my experience of arrival: the gap between the version
of reality I had read about and the reality I was exposed to. And when I

started to research the issues in 1996, the obvious injustices came to light
even clearer.

In the creative process, the translation of the idea into the visual work is at
the heart of what I am concerned with. I often work with metaphors, be-

cause they can better represent that which is not there.
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26th April, 1918 - Re: Orakei Purchase - From my point of view, it is absolutely necessary that the Crown should acquire this
entire Block, and therefore suggest that in the event of the Land Purchase Officer being unsuccessful in his negotiations, that
special legislation should be introduced to enable the Crown to compulsorily acquire the balance of the Block. - Chief
Surveyor

31st July, 1940 - The village was, in the opinion of Auckland’s mayor ‘a dreadful eyesore’. - The Observer, p. 5

23rd July 1946 - No reira whakahokia mai to matou Papakainga i runga i to aroha tika, pono, ki to Iwi Maori
e tangi … ki te marae o Matou Matua Tupuna a, kia waiho ai tenei mea; hei kohatu whaka maharatanga kia
koe …

Therefore, return our settlement on the basis of love, correctness and good faith to your Maori people that
cry for the marae of our ancestors and leave this for us as a remembrance to you …

From a petition to Prime Minister Peter Frazer signed by 26 women of the Orakei Marae Committee

1951 - The Crown against the wishes of Ngati Whatua compulsorily acquired their marae at Okahu Bay. It was situated on
the papakainga on an area of 1.5 acres in multiple ownership. The marae was held sacred and inviolable by Ngati Whatua. it
was nearby the ancient burial ground which, along with the Church, alone was spared by the Crown. - Waitangi Tribunal,
Department of Justice, Wellington, November 1987.

1952 - Those left had to be burnt out and physically carried from their homes. It seemed necessary that that should not be
delayed. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was to visit Auckland in the coming summer 1952-1953. The procession route, it
was first thought, would follow Tamaki Drive past the ‘unsightly Orakei shacks’ and since this was to be the first time a
reigning Monarch would see Auckland, Auckland wished to be seen well. Ironically, the visit was almost 100 years to the
day after Te Kawau had farewelled Governor Grey from Auckland, saying

Friend, when you arrive on the other side tell the Queen about the good arrangements you have made in regard to the
formation of a township on our land and let this land (Orakei) be reserved for our own use forever ...

One hundred years later it seemed important the Queen should not see any part of the arrangements made for her Treaty
partners. Only months before she came the last of Te Kawau’s descendants at Okahu were to be torched from their homes.
Waitangi Tribunal, Department of Justice, Wellington, November 1987.
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it brings it back to the bloodline, the heart of the matter.+�"�
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problem – no, that’s a cop-out, I could easily have made it wider. But it could stuff up the whole thing in the last minute+%�"�
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6There is also a violence about the red line being put on a photograph, you violate photographic convention+%
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‘deliberately destroying the possibility of an easy fit’�'������#�� ������
������‘frustrating connection’%
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