
 

 ANZALS 30TH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE

‘LEISURE FOR LIFE’

5-7 DECEMBER 2023 – AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND



‘LEISURE FOR LIFE’ 

Proceedings of the Australian and New Zealand Associa�on for 
Leisure Studies (ANZALS) 30th Anniversary Conference 

5-7 December 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings of the Australian and New Zealand Associa�on for Leisure Studies (ANZALS) 30th Anniversary Conference 

Leisure for Life. 

This publica�on contains double-blind peer-reviewed abstracts from the 2023 ANZALS Conference held in Auckland, New 
Zealand, 5-7 December. 

Edited by Brielle Gillovic, Richard Wright, Pola Wang, and Heike Schänzel.  
Published and reproduced by School of Hospitality and Tourism, Auckland University of Technology. 

The contents and any opinions expressed represent the views of the authors only. This publica�on is copyright. Apart from 
fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, cri�cism, or review as permited under the New Zealand Copyright 
Act 1994, no part may be reproduced without the prior writen permission of the School of Hospitality and Tourism, 
Auckland University of Technology, 55 Wellesley Street East, Auckland CBD, Auckland 1010, New Zealand. 

Copyright © 2023 School of Hospitality and Tourism, Auckland University of Technology 

ISBN: 978-1-99-101130-5 

Image credits: 
Image of yachts on Hauraki Gulf, Auckland CBD skyline [portrait] by Mathew Buchanan (2019) – free to use under 

Unsplash Inc. License.  
Image of Devonport Yacht Club [drone shot] by Jamie Richards (2021) – property of Devonport Yacht Club. 
All other images are the property of AUT, members of the ANZALS@AUT Organising Commitee, or ANZALS Board. 

 

 

ANZALS@AUT Organising Commitee:  
Richard Ajiee, School of Hospitality and Tourism, Faculty of Culture and Society 

Mike Brown, School of Sport and Recrea�on, Faculty of Health and Environmental Sciences 

Brielle Gillovic, School of Hospitality and Tourism, Faculty of Culture and Society 

Sophie Hayden, School of Hospitality and Tourism, Faculty of Culture and Society 

Heike Schänzel, School of Hospitality and Tourism, Faculty of Culture and Society 

Pola Wang, School of Hospitality and Tourism, Faculty of Culture and Society 

Richard Wright, School of Sport and Recrea�on, Faculty of Health and Environmental Sciences 



13ANZALS 30th Anniversary Conference – ‘Leisure for Life’ 

ABSTRACTS 
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Street Child O’ Mine: An explora�on into the social impact of Pakistan’s par�cipa�on at the 
2022 Street Child Football World Cup
Hafsa Ali (Auckland University of Technology), Richard Wright (Auckland University of Technology) & 

Geoff Dickson (La Trobe University)

Nelson Mandela opened the 1995 Rugby World Cup by proclaiming that Sport “speaks to youth 
in a language they understand”, crea�ng hope, offering inspira�on, and uni�ng people “in a 
way that litle else does”. Whether packaged as a sport for leisure, social inclusion, and social 
change or for development (and peace), the world is awash with heart-warming case studies

that capture the transforma�onal power of spor�ng contests created/hosted by charitable 
organisa�ons. To date, however, many of these explora�ons have focused on assessing the 
aspira�onal aims and/or strategic objec�ves of the hosts, as opposed to social outcomes

experienced/encountered by the guests. Street Children United (SCU), exists to shine a 
spotlight on the many adversi�es faced, and the fundamental human rights lacking, by children 
forced to live on the streets. In October 2022, SCU and the Qatar Founda�on co-hosted an

interna�onal football tournament, a fes�val of arts, and an educa�onal congress, atended by 
290 children from 25 countries. The 4th edi�on of the spor�ng fixture, known as the Street 
Child World Cup, featured 15 boys’ and 13 girls’ teams. Within this presenta�on, we shall focus 
specifically on the experiences and expecta�ons of the Muslim Hands Football Club, a charity 
organiza�on responsible for the crea�on of the Pakistan boys’ team (beaten finalists in 2018 
and 2022). An in-depth key stakeholder interview, conducted as a part of a wider study into 
sport in Pakistan, revealed the risks and rewards atached to developing social inclusion 
programmes at a domes�c level, and the impact that such ini�a�ves can have at both an

individual and an interna�onal level. We acknowledge the importance of using leisure and 
recrea�on as tools for change in such charitable sports ini�a�ves to empower marginalized 
individuals and communi�es. The findings and recommenda�ons focus on the importance of

finding sustainable sources of funding from both the public and private sectors.
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