
Background
Children who sustain a TBI are at risk of poor
participation outcomes. Findings from case study
research in New Zealand confirmed that participation
in shared occupations with their peers is important to
children and their families, but others’ lack of
understanding and skill restricts them. Guided by those
findings, a resource was developed which included
strategies to enskill communities in fitting participation
contexts to children’s abilities and needs, and in crafting
opportunities for their participation.

Objective
To evaluate the conceptual basis and feasibility of a draft
community‐focused resource to foster participation of
9‐12 year old children in shared occupations after TBI.

Methodology & Method
Pragmatic action research (Greenwood & Levin, 2007).
Twenty participants, including family members,
teachers, caregivers, and rehabilitation staff took part in
two rounds of focus groups and provided feedback. Data
were analysed using a cognitive mapping strategy
(Northcott, 1996).
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Ta Kupenga
Weaving a network of community connections

Conclusion
Feedback affirmed the utility of
the resource across multiple
contexts. It aims to weave a
network of relationships
through shared occupation in
order to support participation.

Discussion
The participatory study endorsed the
resource and supported it’s evolution
so that it reflects the context in which
it will be applied. It provides evidence
about how to enable children’s
participation in shared occupations, by
establishing community connections.

Results
Re‐connecting with the community
was likened to the traditional craft
of net‐weaving. Parents work with
community members to gradually
repair and extend their children’s
connections, helping them go out
into the world.


