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Laughter and Connection ---------- Comedic mockumentary as a tool for 
enabling cultural understanding between China and New Zealand, 
through the ritual of marriage: A production proposal 
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APPENDICES: A PRODUCTION BIBLE 

 

1. SYNOPSIS 

This mockumentary reflects on the cross-cultural relationship and the marriage 

rituals between Chinese and New Zealanders through a comedic form. To indicate 

the four stages of cross-cultural communication 1  in terms of individual 

relationships, this documentary will illustrate four scenarios of four cross-cultural 

couples between Chinese and New Zealanders.  

It also focuses on the humour that is caused by different cultural understanding, 

rituals and living habits. Such humour has the potential to demonstrate cultural 

influence, and the possible conflicts and solutions in cross-cultural relationships. 

Also, the subplot in this documentary will be relevant to the social development 

in China and New Zealand. Its running time is 60 minutes approximately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Four stages of cross-cultural communication (1) honeymoon or tourist phase, (2) crisis phase, (3) adjustment, reorientation and gradual recovery phase, (4) adaptation, 

resolution or acculturation phase. I discuss this idea more fully on page 22 of the report. 
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2. PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Paul Callister, Deborah Potter, and Robert Allan (2007)2 indicated two key findings 

around ethnic intermarriage in New Zealand. Firstly, cross-cultural relationships 

become common in immigration countries. Secondly, the rate of intermarriage 

between European and Non-European couples is still low, which is mainly caused 

by cultural differences.  

 

Wars and conflicts always come with the cross-cultural marriage in both China 

and New Zealand in history. However, nowadays, in the cross-cultural relationship, 

there are a lot of laughs that result from those cultural differences. Such humour 

is embodied in different cultural rituals. The different rituals are able to reveal the 

cultural conflicts in cross-cultural communication. In contrast to tragedy in history, 

this mockumentary will illustrate four scenarios concerning the different cultural 

rituals to highlight the cultural conflicts in cross-cultural relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Callister, Paul, Deborah Potter, and Robert Allan Didham. Ethnic Intermarriage in New Zealand. Statistics New Zealand, 2007. 
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3. CHARACTERS 

The characters will be selected after setting up the scenarios of the mockumentary. 

Thus, in the casting process, they should meet the requirement of scenarios. In 

the first scenario, the character will be a New Zealand European who never been 

to China. In the second scenario, the characters will be a cross-cultural couple and 

their family members. This couple should be a mix of Chinese and New Zealand 

European. In the third scenario, the characters include two cross-cultural couples, 

a mix of Chinese and New Zealand European; the one is preparing a wedding in 

China, the other one is preparing a wedding in New Zealand. All those actors are 

volunteers, 3  I would like to engage social media to appeal to cross-cultural 

couples willing to participate in the mockumentary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 The voluntary actors in this film are non-professional. They portray themselves. And they will be free for this project. 
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4. MOCKUMENTARY OUTLINE  

4.1 The structure  

The three-act structure will be the essential narrative structure to demonstrate 

the dramatic arc（Figure 1）.  

 

The first act works on indicating the background information which will provide 

the history, trend, and setting up suspense to attract the audience. Due to the 

history being negative and gloomy, such history will be illustrated in a cartoon 

animation.  

 

The second act is the dominant part and it contains three scenarios that are able 

to indicate the various and humorous rituals from both New Zealand European 

and Chinese culture. It contains three scenarios representing the conflict. The 

structure of the second act can be briefed as in the following list： 

 

* Scenario one: the blind date in China——Matchmaking park 

* Scenario two: family meeting —— Planning a mixed wedding  

* Scenario three: the crazy party——Experiencing an exotic wedding party 

The third act will illustrate the solution for cross-cultural marriage as an ending. 

This solution tends to be a suggestion here, rather than a certain dramatic 

solution. It contains one scenario, scenarios four, which responds to the previous 

dramatic conflicts. 
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Moreover, according to Ford and Markwell (2017), 4  the social change is an 

important factor that can affect public attitudes toward the cross-cultural 

relationship. Thus, I add a subplot in my film to indicate the social changes and 

developments of China and New Zealand. I attempt to choose certain significant 

social issues.  

 

 
 

 
Figure 1：The structure of the documentary 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 Ford, Amanda, and Kevin Markwell. "Special Events and Social Reform: The Case of the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade and the Australian Marriage Equality 

Movement." Event Management 21, no. 6 (2017): 683-95. 
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4.2 The treatment 

4.2.1The first act: Opening  

The opening will briefly illustrate the two historical events in China and New 

Zealand through a cartoon animation taking ten minutes; one is colonisation in 

New Zealand (Figure 2), the other one is the “Chinese education mission” (Figure 

3) in China. Then, the trend of cross-cultural marriage and relationship will be 

demonstrated.  

In the end of this act, the crew will randomly interview people on the street, and 

ask them a few questions about cross-cultural marriage and different rituals, in 

order to demonstrate the public attitude towards cross-cultural marriage. 

 

 

 

Figure 2: colonialist war in New Zealand 

 

 

 

  

 

 Figure 3: Chinese education mission 
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4.2.2 The second act 

4.2.2.1 Scenario one: The blind date in China——Matchmaking park 

Scenario One represents the honeymoon or tourist phase in cross-cultural 

communication. A New Zealand European who has never been to China will be 

asked to go through the Chinese style blind date. In China, parents like to share 

their children’s information regarding educational background, salary, and image 

with each other in certain public parks. If they find the potential partner for their 

child, they will force their child to date the man/woman whom they never met 

before. In the beginning of Scenario One, the crew is going to record this New 

Zealand European’s  reaction of this journey. Then the crew will ask him about 

how the Chinese culture takes your interest, which can indirectly reflect the

“honeymoon”of cross-cultural communication. Then, the director is going to 

share the information of this New Zealand European who wants to find a Chinese 

partner in a public park. The crew will observe and record the process and 

consequences. This scenario will engage with a satiric style to criticise the Chinese 

parents restricting individual decision-making in marriages in China. 

Scenario One: The blind date in China——Matchmaking park 

Scene 1 A New Zealand European arrives in Shanghai airport, and sightsees in the 

downtown area.  

Scene 2 The director will guide the New Zealand European to find out the 

matchmaking park. And ask New Zealand European to post the personal 

information. In the meantime, the director will ask New Zealand European 

a few questions about the park.  

Scene 3 Following shoot the result: there might be two results, one is that nobody 

responds to New Zealand European. In this case, the director will interview 

those parents who have noticed the New Zealand European to find out the 
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details of their decision making. The other one is that somebody responds 

to them, in this case, the crew will follow to shoot their conversation at a 

later date. 

 

4.2.2.2 Scenario two: The family meeting —— planning for a mixed wedding  

Scenario Two represents the crisis phase in cross-cultural communication. The 

director is going to request a couple that are a mix of New Zealand European 

and Chinese nationality to design a unique wedding that mixes customs from 

such two different cultures. They need to discuss the plan of the wedding with 

their parents or other family members. In this period, the crew is going to record 

everyone’s reactions and speech. Also, the crew will record the whole process. 

This scenario will feature an exaggerated style to reflect the mixed wedding. 

There might be a hypothesis generated concerning the conflicts between 

distinctive rituals. 

 

Scenario Two： The family meeting —— planning a mixed wedding  

Scene 4 Briefly introduce this couple and their families. 

Scene 5 Before the families meet up, the director will informally interview the family 

members about what their expectations are of this meeting. 

Scene 6 The family meeting: two families discuss how to hold the wedding that 

mixes two cultural rituals. 

Scene 7 The result will be recorded. There might be two results; one is that they 

cannot make an agreement. In this case, the director will interview them to 

ask the reasons. The other one is that they make an agreement; in this case, 

the crew needs the following shoot for the preparation process and the 

wedding. 
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4.2.2.3 Scenario Three：The crazy party—— experience exotic wedding party 

This scenario represents adjustment, reorientation and a gradual recovery phase 

in cross-cultural communication. It desires to illustrate the distinctive wedding 

party of Chinese and New Zealand European people. Two cross-cultural couples 

will be the protagonists in this scenario. The director will invite one cross-cultural 

couple to experience a bachelorette party in New Zealand. Also, other cross-

cultural couples need to experience the Chinese party ——“Nao Dong Fang” in 

China. Similarly, in both the bachelorette parties in New Zealand or “Nao-Dong-

Fang” in China, the guests like to design some crazy games to celebrate the 

upcoming new life in the last weekend prior to marriage. The crew will record 

the process and the reaction from participants. After that, the director will 

interview these two couples respectively, and ask them a few questions 

concerning such parties.  

 

 

Scenario Three：The crazy party——Experience exotic wedding party 

Scene 8 The director will ask a New Zealand European girl to hold a “hen party” and 

invite her Chinese boyfriend.  

Scene 9 The New Zealand European boy who gets married to a Chinese girl 

experiences the Chinese “Nao Dong Fang.” 

Scene 10 The crew will follow and shoot the process and highlight the reaction of 

those two couples. 

Scene 11 The director will Interview them formally and ask them to describe their 

feeling towards those exotic activities. 
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4.2.3 The third act 

4.2.3.1 Scenario four: Comment and memory —— other stories 

Scenario Four represents adaptation, resolution or the acculturation phase in 

cross-cultural communication. At the ending of this mockumentary, the last 

scenario is going to briefly demonstrate stories and experience attained from 

other cross-cultural couples by voice-over and photographs (before shooting, 

the crew will build an official website to widely collect the stories of other mixed 

racial couples around the world). These stories have the potential to function as 

an open-ending for all the scenarios above. 

 
 

Scenario Four: Other stories 

Scene 13 It begins with a voice-over and photographs of a couple; its content is 

relevant to the stories and attainment of experience of cross-cultural 

relationships. The photographs need to work with the voice-over; when 

the couple was describing their story, the photographs of their daily life 

will be displayed. The last scenario contains four cross-cultural couples. 
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4.3 Subplots 

To demonstrate the relationship between the social change and individual 

relationships, the subplot illustrates significant social events in China and New 

Zealand. For example, the opening ceremony of Bei Jing 2008 Olympic Games 

(Figure 3) and the Labour Party winning the election in New Zealand in 

2017(Figure 4). In Chinese public social ideology, the opening ceremony of Bei 

Jing 2008 Olympic Games demonstrated Chinese culture and history, which can 

be regarded as a cross-cultural communication in the name of the nation. After 

the Labour Party wins the election in New Zealand, the government then 

formulated new policy for immigration; this change had an impact on 

immigration in New Zealand. Both social events are representatives of social 

change. They indirectly affect cross-cultural communication between China and 

New Zealand. 

 
 

 

 

                                      

                           Figure 4: The opening ceremony of Bei Jing 2008 Olympic Games 

    
Figure 5: Labour Party winning the election in New Zealand in 2017 
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5. STYLE APPROACH AND AESTHETICS 

 

5.1 Virtual elements 

5.1.1 Cartoon animation 

The opening will use a short cartoon animation to illustrate the history of cross-

cultural marriage in China and New Zealand. In fact, such history was swarming 

with violence and sadness. Also, it is impossible for the director to make these 

historical events reappear by shooting in a live-action form. Thus, the animation 

might be a way to bring the history alive, and a cartoon style can demonstrate 

these key historical events in a more humorous, relaxed, acute and vivid form. 

Therefore, the cartoon animation might be a suitable form to demonstrate history. 

 

5.1.2 The colour and lighting  

In this mockumentary, the warm colour will be the dominant hue in the three acts, 

but, in order to highlight the different emotions of the protagonists in various 

scenarios, the intended colour schemes will follow the chart of the colour’s 

emotion. It can be outlined as follows: 

Scenes Basic Colour Emphasized 
Emotion 

Opening Blue Sadness 

Scenario one: The blind date in China——Matchmaking park Yellow Joy 

Scenario two: The family meeting —— planning for mixed wedding Red & red-yellow Faith & happiness 

Scenario three：The crazy party—— experience exotic wedding party Red-yellow Happiness 

Scenario four: Comment and memory —— other stories Green Calm 

Subplots Yellow-red Powerful 
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Meanwhile, the lighting works on demonstrating the time, space and atmosphere. 

Normally, to stress the dramatic scenes, the film crew tends to use factitious 

lighting. In order to emphasise the authenticity of those stories, the natural 

lighting will be the major lighting resource. The natural lighting will bring the non-

dramatic effects to the work, which can demonstrate the real time, space and 

atmosphere. It might enhance the immersion experience of reality. 

 

5.2 Music 

Jonathan Stock（1993）5 introduced the history and application of the erhu in 

detail. He said that the erhu is a traditional and professional accompaniment 

instrument for dramatic film. Its unique tone symbolises traditional Chinese 

musical culture. The erhu was usually used in innumerable Chinese films as the 

main background music, especially in the traditional Chinese Kong Fu films, such 

as the original score of Justice, My Foot (1992).6  

 

According to Flintoff, Brian, Hirini Melbourne, and Richard Nunns（2004）,7 the 

taonga puoro is a traditional Maori instrument, and it has a significant role in 

social and religious activities of the Maori community. In addition, the taonga 

puoro was a tool to release the order and signal for soldiers in war. Furthermore, 

the taonga puoro used to be an instrument for communication. The taonga puoro 

                                                 
5 Stock, Jonathan. "A Historical Account of the Chinese Two-Stringed Fiddle Erhu." The Gilpin Society Journal (1993): 83-113. 
6 “Justice, My Foot” is a 1992 Hong Kong comedy film directed by Johnnie To, starring Stephen Chow, Anita Mui and Ng Man Tat. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbtXXld22yc 
7 Flintoff, Brian, Hirini Melbourne, and Richard Nunns. Taonga Puoro. Craig Potton Publishing, 2004. 
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symbolises Maori musical culture as well as its implications, as it corresponds to 

the historical meaning of cross-communication. Therefore, the taonga puoro will 

be a main instrument that can represent New Zealand in this mockumentary. 

 

The original score should imply the cultural identity for the storytelling, and it can 

also enhance the emotional expression. This mocumentary will enagage the 

taonga puoro along with the erhu to create the original score. To emphasise the 

conflicting results from cross-cultural communication, when the dramatic conflicts 

come in this mockumentary, the original score that mixes the taonga puoro and 

erhu will come as well, which can work in concert with the dramatic conflicts. 

 

5.3 Voice-over and dialogue 

In documentaries, the dialogue is usually edited from raw materials, which differs 

from the production of fictional dialogues in films. Bruzzi (2006)8 addressed that 

a flexible and natural dialogue improves the authenticity of documentaries. 

Therefore, in order to address the authenticity, I would like to record the dialogues 

of the main characters from the interview. Moreover, when the crew are following 

to shoot the characters, I will communicate with them occasionally in the process. 

These dialogues from the interview and occasional communication will be edited 

as the voice-over in this documentary.  

 

                                                 
8 Bruzzi, Stella. New Documentary. Routledge, 2006. 
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6.TARGETED AUDIENCE 

Broadly speaking, the potential targeted audience will be divided into five 

categories; the cross-cultural couples in China; the cross-cultural couples in New 

Zealand; other cross-cultural couples around the world; the audience who prefer 

comedy; and the audience who prefer mockumentaries.  

Considering the theme of this mockumentary is more relevant to Chinese and 

New Zealand people, the cross-cultural couples in China and New Zealand will be 

the major targeted audience. Meanwhile, in terms of the statistical data, the cross-

cultural couples in China and New Zealand make up a high proportion. (I discuss 

this idea more fully on page 43 of report.) Above all, China and New Zealand 

should be regarded as two important markets. Between them, the distribution 

strategy will highlight the Chinese market, because the huge population base in 

China，the market of cross-cultural couple of is larger than New Zealand. 

 

7. PARTNERSHIPS 

For the authenticity of the concept and to obtain academic support, interviewing 

scholars, especially sociologists who focus on cultural communication, is 

necessary to improve the planning before shooting. Moreover, the crew will invite 

these scholars to the online opening ceremony, and request them to comment 

on this mockumentary. In this way, cooperating with scholars will not only enrich 

the academic research of this project, but also advertise this mockumentary. Their 

comments may arouse public discussion and debate about cross-cultural 

relationships and marriages. Thus, this project may attract more public attention. 
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8. INTERACTIVE ELEMENTS 

By contrast to games and stage dramas, mockumentaries have less interactivity. 

In other words, audiences are not able to interact with characters in traditional 

mockumentaries. In order to overcome the lack of interactivity, this project will 

take advantage of the internet. Firstly, this is done by recruiting the crew and 

protagonists online through an official website. The next step is to build an 

internet community on this official website, which allows the audience to interact 

with the protagonists, crew and scholars online. Lastly, the crew will conduct an 

opening ceremony online, and invite the audience, scholars and crew to comment 

on this mockumentary by live broadcast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 17 

9.BUDGET AND FINANCING 

Concerning the budget of the documentary production, an article from Wide 

Awake Films9 introduced a method to estimate the cost. On average, a high-

quality video will cost more than NZD$1,000 approximately per minute. Therefore, 

in the case of a conservative estimate, the budget of this project may be 

NZD$60,000.  

To be more specific, I tend to divide the costs into three parts. It will require 

approximately NZD$30,000 for recruiting a crew; NZD$20,000 for the necessary 

equipment; NZD$5000 for the advertising, transportation and accommodation. In 

addition, in order to emphasise the authenticity, the clothing and props are from 

the real lives of the characters. Therefore, the cost will not contain the fees of 

clothing and props. The attached budget form below details the full list of cost 

items. The documentary will require approximately NZD$60,000 for production. 

Also, the project will necessitate extensive research and travel to interview these 

four couples, family members and experts, which will require a significant 

investment of time and an additional NZD$20,000 for daily costs.  

My financing strategy will be a cross-cultural approach to seek the funding and 

sponsorship in both China and New Zealand. The possible funders are The 

Guangzhou International Documentary Festival (GZDOC) and Shan Xia 

Documentary Laboratory in China (SXDL) New Zealand Film Commission10 

                                                 
9 Wide Awake Films is a full-service video production studio focused on documentary film production and commercial & corporate video 

and film production. http://wideawakefilms.com/budgeting-documentary-production/ 

10 Discussing this idea more fully on page 40 of report, Distribution and Financing 
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The Budget Form 

CREW 

Position Amount Price Total Cost 

Director/Producer/Writer 1 2,000 NZD 2,000 NZD 

Cameraman 2 3,000 NZD 6,000 NZD 

Editor 1 2,000 NZD 2,000 NZD 

Animator 1 3,000 NZD 3,000 NZD 

Key cast 7 2,000 NZD 14,000 NZD 

Composer 1 1,000 NZD 1,000 NZD 

Colourist 1 1,000 NZD 1,000 NZD 

Total                                                                        2,9000NZD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

ADVERTISING 

                                                 
11 The price of equipment refers to Photogear. https://photogear.co.nz/ 

EQUIPMENT11 

Category Amount Price Total cost 

Camera 

Sony Alpha a7RIII Mirrorless Digital Camera (Body Only) 2 5400 NZD 10800 NZD 

Lens 

Canon EF 24-105mm f/3.5-5.6 IS STM Lens 1 790 NZD 790 NZD 

Canon EF 50mm f/1.4 USM Lens 1 550 NZD 550 NZD 

Canon EF 16-35mm f/4L IS USM Lens 1 1500 NZD 1500 NZD 

Sound recorder 

Saramonic Vmic Shotgun Condenser Microphone 2 200 NZD 400 NZD 

Samson Concert 88 Camera UHF Wireless Lav System 2 550 NZD 1100 NZD 

Lighting 

LED500 kit 3x LED lights + Carry bag 1 2300 NZD 2300 NZD 

Accessories 

Tripod: Sirui T-2004XL reverse folding tripod with E-20 ball head 2 295 NZD 295 NZD 

Jib: Eimage EC800 Carbon Fibber Mini Camera Jib 1 530 NZD 530 NZD 

Slider: Varavon Camera Slider 1200 1 400 NZD 400 NZD 

Lens Adapter: Sigma MC-II lens Adapter 2 400 NZD 800 NZD 

Stabilizer: SmallRig Sony A7II/A7RII/A7SII Accessories Kit 1894 1 350 NZD 350 NZD 

 

Total                                                                        19,815 NZD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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Public website 1500 NZD 

Poster 3500 NZD 

Total                                                                          5000 NZD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

DAILY COST FOR SHOOTING 

Transport and Accommodation  10.000 NZD 

Three meals for each day 10.000 NZD 

Total                                                             20.000 NZD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

Total                                                             7,8815 NZD                                                                                     
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10. DISTRIBUTION 

The documentary will have a multi-phased distribution strategy. The strategy is a 

mixture of traditional and innovative methods to reach as broad an audience as 

possible, the strategies of distribution and financing can be outlined as follows: 

 

10.1 Step one: building an official website  

The increasing interaction between viewers and creators is coming with the 

emergence of internet media. There are incalculable enterprises, organisations 

and projects which use social media, such as Facebook, Twitter and Line, to 

interact with the audience in real-time. This project tends to enagage with the 

internet to advertise this mockumentary. However, in terms of the news report 

from The New York Times, due to censorship, the Chinese government has 

blocked Google, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, as well as thousands of other 

foreign websites. Thus, I am not able to use existing Western mainstream social 

media to promote my project. Fortunately, if I build a domestic website in China, 

it can be accessed by international visitors.  

 

This project intends to build an official website to interact with the target audience. 

Because of such interaction, we can get comments and feedback from viewers. 

Also, it is an effective way to seek extensive social resources. I will attempt to build 

the official website before production taking place. The concept concerning the 

mockumentary can be shared on this website, which aims to arouse public 

attention and debate. Thus, this website can help with warming up for this 
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mockumentary as well as recruit the crew, and find characters and original stories, 

which can save the economic and time cost for organising a team and collecting 

stories. Besides, through the comments and debate, I will revise the pre-

production plan more and define the target audience more precisely. 

 

10.2 Step two：applying the funding in the pre-production stage  

In terms of the documentary development financing guidelines12 from the official 

website of the NZFC, the documentary project can apply for the development 

funding up to NZD$40,000. It divides into two stages; NZD$20,000 for the early 

stage; another NZD$20,000 for the advanced stage. To launch the mockumentary 

plan, this project intends to apply for the fund of the early stage firstly, then the 

NZD$20,000 just for preparatory work, such as the pre-interview, originating the 

crew, field visits and modifying scripts. 

 

10.3 Step three: negotiating with film organisations in China 

After the pre-production stage, the producer will negotiate with film 

organisations in China; either Shanxia Documentary Laboratory or Guangzhou 

International Documentary Festival. The director will share the copyright with one 

of them and an agreement is then drawn to share it. After signing the contract, 

the film organisation will invest this plan. Meanwhile, the organisation will 

supervise and guide the project until its completion. Shanxia Documentary 

                                                 
12 The documentary development financing guidelines of NZFC:  https://www.nzfilm.co.nz/funds/documentary-development-fund 
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Laboratory or Guangzhou International Documentary Festival are my considered 

target investors in China. 

 

10.4 Step four: Online opening ceremony 

Once the documentary is released, the crew should conduct an opening 

ceremony on the official website, which aims to advertise the mockumentary 

again. At the same time, the experts and scholars will professionally comment on 

it, the crew can adopt their suggestions and modify this mockumentary before it 

releases on the video website and film festival. 

 

10.5 Step five: negotiating with video websites in China and New Zealand 

After the online opening ceremony, the crew will negotiate with video websites. 

The targeted cooperating platform will be iQiyi in China and NZ on Screen in New 

Zealand. Due to iQiyi being a profit-making organisation, thus, the crew should 

negotiate the profit distribution. Moreover, because NZ on Screen is non-profit, 

the mockumentary will be free to them. 

 

10.6 Step six: Applying for film festivals 

To reach an extended audience and build recognition for the mockumentary, this 

project will be released to influential international film festivals in both China and 

New Zealand. In addition to the Guangzhou International Documentary Festival 

and Shan Xia Documentary Laboratory in China, the preferential film festival is the 
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New Zealand International Film Festival. 
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11. PRODUCTION TIMETABLE AND SCHEDULE 

This schedule covers the time from the preparatory stage to distribution. It can be 

divided into three stages within 12 months; the preparatory stage, executive stage 

and distribution stage. 

 

11.1Preparatory stage 

Month 1-2 
• Building the public website 
• Collecting original stories 
• Finding the leading characters  
• Recruiting a crew  
• Researching the historical events and current trends about the cross-cultural 

marriage and relationship. 

Month 2-3 
• Pre-interviewing the characters 
• Understanding and analysing their stories further 
• Applying such stories and characters into the preliminary treatment.  

Month 3-4 
• Writing the final script 
• Developing the storyboard of the animation part  
• Making the shooting schedule. 

10.2 Executive stage 

Month 4-7 
• Following to shoot the protagonists 
• Carrying out the formal interview. 

Month 7-10 
• Organising the footage and sound in order to preparing for editing 
• Finalising editing 
• Mixing the audio track 
• Working on the colour correction.  

10.3 Distribution stage 

Month 10 - 12  
• Editing the trailer 
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• Negotiating with influential video websites for cooperation 
• Releasing the documentary on the official website, film festivals and video website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 26 

12. SUMMARY 

In a globalised society, the cross-cultural communication happens more and 

more frequently. However, it does not mean people can fully understand the 

meaning of cross-cultural marriage and relationships. Also, there are only a few 

directors expressing the topic of cross-cultural marriage and relationships, and 

most of them are in a tragic style. This proposed mockumentary might provide 

another perspective to view cross-cultural relationships in a humorous way.  

 

In addition to the new perspective, this mockumentary also provides an 

opportunity to criticise the cultural stereotypes. Although this project cannot 

realistically solve cultural conflicts, it can guide audiences to critically view the 

negative and positive effects of cross-cultural communication. There is no 

qualified answer or specific solutions, so that the story finishes with an open-

ending. 

 

More importantly, through this mockumentary, the audience can further 

understand the principles and implications of cross-cultural communication, and 

what extreme and unbalanced cross-cultural communication might be, which 

might lead to them realising the importance and effects of cultural exclusivity and 

cultural balance. 

 

 


